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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Monday, October 31                  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 1             Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 
Wednesday, November 2    Talk About It Program- Session 1 
       School Captain applications open 
Wednesday, November 16    Talk About It Program- Session 2 
Wednesday, November 23    Talk About It Program- Session 3 
Wednesday, November 23    School Captain applications close 
Wednesday, November 30    Talk About It Program- Session 4 
Monday, December 12      Year 5 iPad recall 

Friday, December 20     Last day Term 4 (12:30pm finish) 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
  
As we begin Term 4, we have many things to celebrate!  We would like to congratulate our Year 5 students 
who showed great enthusiasm towards their learning, in Term 3.  We are certainly proud of their positive 
attitude, responsibility displayed and achievements made during this time.  We are also proud of the excellent 
NAPLAN results achieved overall as a Year 5 cohort.  Our current Year 5 students achieved our best NAPLAN 
results in five years.  Our students’ hard work, persistence and resilience to do their best is to be commended. 
Lastly, both camp groups were greatly successful.  This is due to our student’s excellent behaviour and positive 
participation in all camp activities, our wonderful parent helpers who we could not have done it without and 

staff who gave up their time to make both camps a success.  Thank you and well done! 😊 

  
SUNSMART 

Between mid-August and the end of April each year, all students are required to wear a broad brimmed or 
legionnaire style hat while outdoors at playtimes or any other activity such as Physical 
Education. Please note that your child’s hat can be any colour.  The hat should be 
labelled with your child’s name. 
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.   These are optional and should also be 
labelled with your child’s name.   It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.    
 

LITERACY 

In Reading, students will continue to build their skills using specific reading strategies such as predicting, 
summarising, clarifying, questioning and visualising.  They will be encouraged to make connections between 
characters, make inferences and articulate their thinking by comparing and analysing various texts.  The focus 
will be mainly on reading and responding to biographies.  This term our students will also be participating in 
Fantasy Book Clubs. 
  
In Writing lessons, students will mainly focus on biographies.  They will be learning about the structure and 
features of this text type and then move onto writing their own biography.  In addition, our students will continue 
to work on their independent writing with a focus on creativity but also the importance of proofreading and 
editing their own work.  Our students will also participate in spelling investigations where they will learn about 
different spelling patterns and rules. 
  
NUMERACY 

In Term 4 students will be exposed to many different mathematical concepts. As they progress through the 
term they will build upon their knowledge of many key areas that have been introduced previously.  Below are 
some of the topics that students will be learning about: 
  

·    Number & Algebra: Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication, Division, Word Problems, BIDMAS, 

Equivalent Number Sentences, Fractions/Decimals/Percentages and Financial Matters. 
  

·    Measurement & Geometry: Volume, Time, Length, Mass, Angles, Metric Conversions, 

Area/Perimeter, Location and Transformation. 
  
 
 



INTEGRATED STUDIES 

This term students will participate in a unit of work about Australian History- The Colonies & The Gold 
Rush.  This unit will enable students to learn about colonial Australia in the 1800’s. Students look at the 
founding of the British colonies and the development of a colony.  Students will explore what life was like for 
different groups in the colonial period.  They will examine significant events and people, political and economic 

developments, social structures and settlement patterns.  They will also learn about the significance of key 
events, such as European settlement, the establishment of the colonies, the development of the gold rush and 
the Eureka Stockade. 
 
SCHOOL WIDE RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM 

During Term 4, students will continue to participate in the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 
Program. The Respectful Relationships Program is a whole school program that promotes and models respect 
and equality and teaches our students how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence. 
Topics to be covered this term include:  

·    Stress Management: students learn self-calming strategies that can be used to manage stressful 

situations. 

·    Help Seeking: students identify situations in which help should be sought and identify trusted 

sources of help. 
For parent/carers interested in more detail about the program, the link below provides further information 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R 

  
iPADS 

The Year 5 students have thoroughly enjoyed using their iPads as an engaging learning tool this year and they 
have been used for a wide range of activities.  We have been very pleased with the overall responsibility 
students have demonstrated in respecting and caring for their iPads.  Expectations of how to use the iPads 
appropriately and cyber safety have been a continual focus throughout the year.  We encourage you to 
continue this discussion at home and monitor your child’s internet use very carefully, particularly in the area of 
social media.  
  
In line with the Iramoo iPad Program guidelines, we will be collecting all Year 5 students’ iPads at the end of 
Term 4 this year. We will be checking hardware and conducting software updates. Collection will begin on 
Monday, December 12.  We will not be collecting the chargers.  Students who have paid the full co-payment 
amount will have their iPads reissued to take home over the school Christmas holidays.  The rest will be stored 
at school and reissued in 2023.  Further information about the process will be sent out at a later date. 
  
STUDENT ORGANISATION 

The students in Year 5 have made a very good effort overall with completing their homework weekly, home 
reading daily and diary organisation.  Students must continue to record their homework requirements, daily 
reading, reminders and upcoming events in their diary each day. We hope that the student diaries will continue 
to assist the children to organise their time and commitments responsibly.   Please check your child’s diary 
daily and ensure that it is returned to school on a daily basis.  Students who take their iPads home need 
to ensure that they are fully charged each night and returned to school each day. 
  
HOMEWORK 

Students will continue to receive homework each Monday in their grade’s Google Classroom and it is to be 
completed and handed in on Google Classroom by Thursday.  It will consist of a weekly Numeracy based 
activity.  The Literacy homework will continue to be home reading each day Monday to Friday and writing a 
short reading response in the Student Diary.  You can help your child by providing a regular routine to complete 
their homework and by discussing the homework tasks before they begin. 
  
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 

It is important for children to attend school every day.  Children who are frequently absent, miss important 
learning time.  If your child is absent from school, please update Compass or provide a signed note to your 
child’s teacher to explain their absence.  To maximise children’s learning opportunities and limit classroom 
disruptions it is also vital that they arrive at school on time. School commences at 8:50am.   Children who are 
late must obtain a late pass from the office before entering their classroom.  Please aim to have your child 
at school by 8:45am each day. 
  
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 

For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of Christmas activities. It is an exciting 
time of the year and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students. If there is any reason why your 
child should not participate in Christmas activities, please notify your child’s teacher in writing or via phone call 
before the beginning of December. 
  
 
 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R


2023 SCHOOL CAPTAINS AND STUDENT LEADERSHIP  
Applications for 2023 School Captains will open on Wednesday, November 2.   It is a great honour to be 
School Captain or Vice School Captain at Iramoo PS as it is a recognition by the school of a child demonstrating 
outstanding qualities and a positive attitude.  Children are to complete their own handwritten or typed 
application and personally hand it to Mrs Tweedley before 3:00pm on Wednesday, November 23.   More 
information about the role and what should be included in the application will be given to students later this 
year.  
 
In Year 6, students will have the opportunity for other student leadership positions.  These positions include 
house, art and sports captains.  If your child is interested in any of these roles, please encourage them to apply 
for these positions next year. It is also important to note that only students who display a positive attitude to 
their learning and have respectful relationships with their peers and teachers are considered for positions of 
responsibility. 
 
YEAR 6 CAMP, 2023 

Details of the Year 6 camp for 2023 will be sent out when all of the dates and costs have been finalized.  The 
focus of the camp is to allow the children to have fun in a unique environment whilst developing leadership 
qualities, self-confidence and co-operative problem-solving skills.   Only children with good behaviour and 
positive attitudes are invited to attend. 
  
2023 YEAR 6 WINDCHEATERS, POLO SHIRTS & BOMBER JACKETS 

Order forms for Year 6 windcheaters, polo shirts and bomber jackets will be sent home in the next couple of 
weeks.  The cost for the polo shirt will be $40 each, windcheaters will be $45 each and bomber jackets will be 
$52 each.  It is expected that all Year 6 students will have at least one of these items to be worn for sport, 
excursions, school photos, etc.  A non-refundable deposit of 50% of the cost of the total order is required 
by Friday, November 18.    Payment in full must be received by Friday, February 3, 2023. 
  
  

CAROLYN HEANEY, ALISTER MURNANE, 
CHERYL PANTELIDIS (TEACHER LEADER) & PRIYA RAJASEKHAR 

YEAR 5 TEACHERS 

  
 

SPECIALIST CLASSES 

Below is a brief outline of what all Year 5 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 

Visual Arts 
The Term 4 Visual Arts topic for Year 5 students is an artist study called ‘Australian Artists’ where students 

will be introduced to a range of new Australian artists who use different mediums.  The 

Victorian Curriculum states that students analyse and interpret an exhibition of artworks, 

investigating the intentions of the artist, for example, what did the artist 

want the audience to see and understand?  They will look at a collection 

of whimsical collages by Melbourne based artist Laura Blythman and 

create their own collage with painted paper.  Their next artwork will involve 

working with wire, wood and paint to create a movement sculpture.  The students will have 

the opportunity to explore and discuss a number of local sculptures in Wyndham Vale and 

understand how artists create movement.  Towards the end of the term students will learn 

how to show tint and shade like still life artist Linda Kruger in an acrylic painted piece.  The 

year will finish with some Christmas crafts using the collage skills students learnt at the beginning of the term. 

 
Performing Arts 
The Year 5 students will begin the term completing a unit of work on Music Composition.  They will have the 

opportunity to choreograph a video clip that reflects the specific music and lyrics of their 
chosen music style.  Using music skills previously learnt, students will select an 
instrument (guitar, bass, drums, ukulele, keyboard or vocals) and learn to play the rhythm 
patterns, chords and/or the melody to a popular song.  They will form groups and perform 
the song as a band.  This is in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum for Music that 
states that students develop and practise technical skills, performing with accuracy and 
expression for audiences as well as understand the purpose of the music they perform. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education 
Year 5 students will begin Term 4 with an 8-day intensive swimming program held at Swim 4 All.  During 
Physical Education lessons, students will be working towards applying rules fairly and behaving ethically when 
participating in different physical activities as well as learning to communicate and problem-solve in teams or 

groups as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum.  They will test their running endurance by 
completing the Beep Test and try to improve their score from the beginning of the year. 
Students will design and create their own fitness activity and they will teach it to the rest of 
the grade.  They will then have the opportunity to give and receive feedback from their peers 
about their game.  To finish the term, students will participate in a variety of cooperative 
games where the focus will be on using teamwork and strategies to problem solve. 
 

 
Digital Technologies  
Movie editing is the focus of this term’s Year 5 Digital Technologies program.  The 
students will begin the term by creating a new Keynote program animated movie that 
will extend skills acquired last year.  Moving on from a short cartoon for entertainment, 

the students will be encouraged to choose different subject matter.  The task will be open-
ended to encourage students to choose their own content and to include detailed animation.  
They will produce three slides or more with different background images, characters and 
animated actions.  They will be encouraged to include writing in textboxes as well as in 
speech bubbles. The video will be transformed into an iMovie program project that will be 
enhanced with Garage Band program music and sound effects to match and enhance the 
movie content.  This project is in alignment with the Victorian Curriculum that stipulates that 
students plan, create and communicate ideas, information and projects, applying agreed 

ethical, social and technical protocols. 
 

Spanish 

¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 4!   The term will begin with the Year 5 students learning some general facts 
about Spain before being immersed in the country’s traditional folk dance known as 
Flamenco.  Flamenco is an expressive art form that is made up of three parts: dance 
(‘baile’), song (‘cante’) and guitar playing (‘guitarra’).  By participating in the exciting and 
engaging Fire of Flamenco performance scheduled for the whole school on Tuesday, 
October 18, students will have the opportunity to witness this spectacular dance form live, 
try the accompanying ‘palmas’ (rhythmic hand claps) and learn some of the dance moves 
for themselves.  As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, developing students’ intercultural 
capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity and difference, and an 
openness to different experiences and perspectives is one of the key aims of learning 

another language.  Students will then continue to build upon their understanding 
of the structure and key features of the Spanish language when they delve into 
learning about La Familia (The Family).  They will be involved in creating a family 
album (‘álbum familiar’) to practise using the relevant vocabulary in a 
meaningful context and applying grammatical rules to write descriptive 
sentences about family members and themselves.  The term will conclude with 
another cultural investigation to explore how La Navidad (Christmas) is celebrated in various Spanish 

speaking countries from around the world.  ¡Adiós!  Señora Aquilina ☺   
 


