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TERM 4 

October 2022 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Tuesday, October 18     Fire of Flamenco Spanish Performance 
Wednesday, October 19 - Friday, October 21 Life Education   
Monday, October 31     Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 1    Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 
Tuesday, December 20    Last day Term 4 (12:30pm finish) 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
After a very exciting Term 3, Term 4 has arrived!  We want to thank you for your efforts in preparing 
and supporting our students for camp. It was a fantastic experience full of fun and adventure. We 
were very impressed with how our students embraced new challenges, showed persistence and built 
stronger relationships with students and teachers.    
 
Year 4 children are only one term away from being in Year 5, so it is essential that students are 
punctual and attend school each day to ensure that they do not miss any valuable learning 
opportunities.  Students who arrive late to school are reminded to report to the office in order to 
obtain a late pass.  This time of the year is also extremely important to prepare students for the 
following year and we expect our Year 4 students to become increasingly independent.   
 
SUNSMART 
Between mid August and the end of April each year all students are required to wear a broad 

brimmed or legionnaire style hat while outdoors at playtimes or any other activity 
such as Physical Education.  Please note that your child’s hat can be any colour.  
The hat should be labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure that your child 

has a suitable hat to wear at school.   
 
Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses. These are optional and should also 
be labelled with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.    
 
LITERACY 
During Term 4, our Reading focus will be on reading comprehension techniques and strategies that 
are used to support understanding.  Students will also be working in groups and individually to enable 
them to become more independent readers.  Most children in Year 4 are now able to read fluently 
and the next step for them is to further develop their comprehension skills. 
 
This term, our main Writing focus will be realistic fiction texts, looking at how characters and settings 
are developed.  The students will also be learning about the structure of plots in short stories and 
the use of interesting vocabulary to provide detail about settings, characters and events. 
 
NUMERACY 
During Term 4, students will continue to be provided with a challenging program to build on the skills, 
strategies and knowledge they have learnt throughout the year.  
Year 4 children will be studying the following Mathematics topics: 

• Place value and rounding 

• Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

• Fractions and decimals 

• Money  

• Angles 

• Measurement including area, perimeter and volume 

• Solving mathematical problems via investigation projects.  
 
 
 
 



Year 4 teachers have been pleased to see the computer programs Matific and Reading Eggspress 
being used at home by some students.  These are great tools for students to use to consolidate their 
understandings of key concepts in Mathematics and to further develop their reading skills.  All Year 
4 students can access Matific and the Reading Eggspress website from any computer or iPad 
connected to the internet using their own individual username and password. 

Matific can be found at www.matific.com  
ABC Reading Eggspress can be found at www.readingeggs.com.au 

 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
Students will be exploring design and food technology concepts through a Smoothie Project in Term 
4.  They will be tasting smoothies and creating their own smoothie.  They will also be analysing 
packaging and creating their own smoothie label and advertising.  In the second half of Term 4, 
students will be working with Ms. Lowe to complete a science unit called “Among the Gum Trees”.   
Students will be learning about the life cycle of a plant and investigating how seeds grow.   
 
SCHOOL WIDE RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM  
During Term 4, students will continue to participate in the Resilience, Rights and Respectful 
Relationships Program. The Respectful Relationships Program is a whole school program that 
promotes and models respect and equality and teaches our students how to build healthy 
relationships, resilience and confidence.  

 
Topics to be covered this term include:   

 

• Stress Management: students learn self-calming strategies that can be used to manage 

stressful situations.  

 

• Help Seeking: students identify situations in which help should be sought and identify 

trusted sources of help. 

For parent/carers interested in more detail about the program, the link below provides further 
information https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R  
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of Christmas activities.   It is an 
exciting time of the year, and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students.   If there is any 
cultural, religious or other reason why your child should not participate in Christmas activities, please 
notify your child’s teacher before the beginning of December.  
 
1:1 IPADS 
The Year 4 iPads have been an extremely engaging learning tool this year.   They have been used 
in a wide range of activities.  We have been very pleased with the overall responsibility students 
have demonstrated in respecting and caring for their iPads.  Expectations of how to use the iPads 
appropriately and cyber safety have been a continual focus throughout the year.  We encourage you 
to continue this discussion at home and monitor your child’s internet use very carefully, particularly 
in the area of social media.   
 
When your child takes his/her iPad home, please ensure that they have it fully charged so 
that it is ready to use and return it to school the following day.   
 
In line with the Iramoo iPad Program guidelines, we will be collecting all Year 4 students’ iPads at 
the end of Term 4 this year.   We will be checking hardware and conducting software updates.  
Collection will begin on Monday, December 12, 2022.  We will not be collecting the chargers.  
Students who have paid the full co-payment amount will have their iPads reissued to take home over 
the school Christmas holidays.  The rest will be stored at school and reissued in 2023.  Further 
information about the process will be sent out at a later date. 

 
 
 

KRISTEN BOYD, MARK DOWNIE, MICHELLE DORAIS (TEAM TEACHER),  
SARAH FARANDA, IAN STOKES & JORDAN ZUKAN 

YEAR 4 TEACHERS 
 

 

http://www.matific.com/
http://www.readingeggs.com.au/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R


SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 4 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
The final art style that the Year 4 students will be exploring is printmaking.  They will have the 

opportunity to print pieces using printing foam, hard rollers and ink.  The 
students will explore the techniques that printmakers have used for 
centuries and be shown how artists now are using modern printmaking 
to share their art. As stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum, students will 
be researching artworks of different styles and 
artists from different times and cultures, to inspire 
their own expression of ideas, for example, in 

forms such as printmaking and drawing.  The students will be introduced to 
simple prints through a Radial Repeated Print then move onto slightly more 
complicated fish shaped patterned prints which will be displayed as a 
collaborative year level piece.  Their final printing piece will be putting 
together the techniques they have learned over the term to create a 
Cityscape Reflection.  To end the year, the students will make Christmas 
dioramas to celebrate a successful year in the Art Room.   
 
Performing Arts 
This term the Year 4 students will collaboratively create a stop-motion film.  The students 

will then be given the opportunity to direct, edit and create soundtracks 
for their film.  Towards the end of term, students will play rhythm 
patterns, chords and melodies to chosen songs on various 
instruments such as keyboard, guitar and drums as well as providing 
vocals.  Students will perform what they have learnt as part of an 
ensemble.  This learning supports the Victorian Curriculum Music 

statement that stipulates that students accurately and expressively perform songs and 
instrumental music as well as identify features of the music they have learnt.  
 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
During Term 4, students will explore the features of activities and learn about benefits of regular 

physical activity as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum.  They will test their running 
endurance by completing the Beep Test.  The focus will be on trying to improve 
their score from the beginning of the year.  They will have the opportunity to explore 
a number of different fitness activities aimed at improving strength and endurance.  
The skills required to play cricket will be a focus for a number of weeks as the 
students learn more about how to play the game. To conclude the term students 

will participate in a variety of co-operative games to better enhance their ability to work in teams and 
strategize to solve problems.  
 
Digital Technologies   

The focus of this term’s Year 4 Digital Technologies program is 
movie editing.  The students will begin the term by creating a 
new Keynote program animated movie that will extend skills 
acquired last term.  The task will be open-ended to encourage students to choose 
their own content and to include detailed animation.  
 
To begin their ‘Special Interest Movies’, students will take a series of Photo Booth 

program self-portrait photos. They will search the internet for topic related background 
images (photos or clip art) and character images (photos or clip art).  The completed 
video will be transformed into an iMovie program project with a title slide at the 
beginning.  Students will record their own voice describing the content of the images.  
The movies will be enhanced with Garage Band program music and sound effects for 
impact and enjoyment.  
 
This is in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum that states students will individually and with 
others, plan, create and communicate ideas to an audience.  
 
 
 
 



Spanish 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 4!  The term will begin with the Year 4 students learning some 

general facts about Spain before being immersed in the country’s traditional folk 
dance known as Flamenco.  Flamenco is an expressive art form that is made up 
of three parts: dance (‘baile’), song (‘cante’) and guitar playing (‘guitarra’).  By 
participating in the exciting and engaging Fire of Flamenco performance 
scheduled for the whole school on Tuesday, October 18, students will have the 
opportunity to witness this spectacular dance form live, try the accompanying 
‘palmas’ (rhythmic hand claps) and learn some of the dance moves for 
themselves.  As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, developing students’ 
intercultural capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity and 

difference, and an openness to different experiences and perspectives is one of the key aims of 
learning another language.  The students will also explore some 
common vocabulary and language structures related to Los 
Sentimientos (Feelings) and Los Colores (Colours) by participating in 
a range of language rich activities that build oral and written skills in 
meaningful contexts.  For example, they will survey their peers to find 
out how they are feeling (‘¿Cómo estás?’) and create a short bilingual book about colours (‘Mi libro 
de colores’).  At the end of the term, there will be another cultural investigation to discover how La 
Navidad (Christmas) is celebrated in various Spanish speaking countries from around the world.  

¡Adiós!  Señora Aquilina ☺     
 
Science 
In the second half of this term, Year 4 will be completing a biological science topic called Among 

the Gum Trees’.  Students will explore a range of Australian native plants and trees 
with a particular focus on Eucalyptus trees.  They will look at the growth of trees and 
the role that seeds, flowers and fruit play.  Students will work in 
teams to investigate germination, pollination, fertilisation and how 
plants have been used in Australia for food and medicine for 
many thousands of years.  Students will learn to ask a Science 
based question and make a reasonable prediction based on this 

question and by using their prior knowledge.  Year 4 classes are planning to 
participate in a local excursion to a native plant wetland environment at the Harpley Estate where 
they will complete a range of activities related to this environment and the Science topic.  More 
information about this event will be posted on Compass, closer to the date. 


