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IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Tuesday, October 18                              Fire of Flamenco Spanish Performance 
Monday, October 31   Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 1             Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 
Tuesday, December 20  Last day Term 4, 12:30pm finish 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome back to school for Term 4.  We hope that you had an enjoyable break.  Thank you for your support 
throughout Term 3. Term 4 is going to be a busy and exciting one in Year 3.  
 
The information below explains important events occurring this term and what our students will be learning 
about.  Please read this newsletter carefully as it contains valuable information for you and your child. 
 
SUNSMART 
Between September and the end of April each year, all students are required to wear a broad brimmed or 

legionnaire style hat while outdoors at playtimes or any other activity such as Physical 
Education.  Please note that your child’s hat can be any colour.   The hat should be 
labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure that your child has a suitable hat.   
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.  These are optional and should 
also be labelled with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.    
 
CURRICULUM 
 
Literacy 
During Reading sessions for Term 4 we will be focussing on: 
 

• Reading information about endangered Australian animals including their appearance, diet, habitat 
and threats.  

• A short novel study discussing the characters and challenges in the story.  

• Understanding short texts to answer different types of questions.  
 
There will be a continued focus on independent and small group reading where the students will be 
encouraged to select just right books to ensure that they understand what they are reading.  
 
Our focuses during Writing sessions for Term 4 are: 

• Information Reports about endangered Australian animals. 

• Self-Evaluations reflecting on strengths and areas for improvement. 

• Independent Writing where the students choose the topic and genre for their writing. 
 

Students will continue to use their Writer’s Notebooks to record ideas.  Our weekly Spelling investigations 
will also continue this term.  
 
Numeracy 
This term we will be focussing on many mathematical topics.  We will investigate: 
 

• Measurement & Geometry (3D objects and their features, mapping, transformations and symmetry) 

• Number & Algebra (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, patterns, money, place value) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Integrated Studies 
Our learning focus this term is ‘War on Waste’.  The students will learn about:  

• Our impact on the environment. 

• Why we need to protect our Earth.  

• What we can do to reduce waste.  

• How our actions impact the environment.  
 
School wide Respectful Relationships Program  
During Term 4, students will continue to participate in the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships 
Program.  

 
The Respectful Relationships Program is a whole school program that promotes and models respect and 
equality and teaches our students how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.  

 
Topics to be covered this term include:   

 

• Stress Management: students learn self-calming strategies that can be used to manage stressful 

situations.  

 

• Help Seeking: students identify situations in which help should be sought and identify trusted 

sources of help. 

For parent/carers interested in more detail about the program, the link below provides further information 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R  

 
CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, CHARLOTTE CHAMBERS,  

DEANNE ELLIOTT & ANDREW LISHMAN (TEACHER LEADER) 
YEAR 3 TEACHERS 

 
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 3 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
The Year 3 students’ Art study for Term 4 will be ‘Colour and Composition’.  They will look at the way in which 

different elements of an artwork are combined and have the chance to organise a 
number of their own elements to create artworks that have multiple layers.  The 
students will look at how artists use colour to communicate the message of their art 
and how particular colours work together to create a mood and evoke feelings.  The 
students will have the chance to talk about the colour and composition choices they 
make in their artworks.  As stipulated in the Victorian 
Curriculum, students identify and explain choices in art 

making, for example, including forms, styles and visual conventions in their artworks, and 
the influences of other artists on their artworks.  The students will begin the term with a 
collaborative Jen Stark contemporary drip piece that will be displayed permanently in the 
Art Room.  They will then create works inspired by the Pop Art Surrealism art style of 
Okuda San Miguel and create a series of graffiti monsters after exploring the work of 
several street artists.  The students will end the year by making some celebratory 
Christmas 3D houses.  
 
Performing Arts 
In Term 4, the Year 3 students will begin by performing their puppet plays.  The Victorian Curriculum for Drama 

stipulates that students use relationships, tension, time and place and 
narrative structure when improvising and performing devised and scripted 
drama.  Towards the end of term, the Year 3 students will continue to 
develop their ability to read musical notation and play various rhythm 
patterns in time with the beat. This knowledge will support them to play 
various melodies as well as to create original compositions on tuned 
instruments such as the keyboard, glockenspiel, xylophone and marimba.  
This learning follows the Victorian Curriculum for Music directive that 
students at this level should sing and play instruments to improvise, 

compose and practise a repertoire of chants, songs and rhymes.  Students will also be exposed to music from  
different times, genres, places and purposes. 
 
 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R


Physical Education (P.E.)  
During Term 4, Year 3 students will further develop their knowledge about movement and how the body moves 

as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum. They will test their running endurance by completing 
the Beep Test, trying to improve on their score from the beginning of the year. Students 
will be exposed to a range of different fitness activities aimed at improving strength and 
agility.  They will then spend a number of weeks building their knowledge and skills of 
cricket.  To finish the term, Year 3 students will participate in a variety of co-operative 
games where the focus will be on using teamwork and strategies to problem solve. 
 

 
Digital Technologies  
The Year 3 focus for Term 4 is a Robotics learning unit introducing small, dome-shaped 
Ozobot robots. Students will explore the basics of Coding by using the Ozobot’s ability 
to see colours. The students will use colour sequences to program the Ozobots to 
follow lines and perform tasks.  They will be given a choice to design their own car racetrack or a 

neighbourhood map showing how to travel to school or a diagram of our solar system 
containing interesting features for an Ozobot to navigate around. The highlight of the 
coloured markers part of this learning unit will be designing a pirate treasure map for an 
Ozobot to successfully navigate around all map features, eventually arriving at the site 
of the buried treasure.  They will apply this new knowledge to program their Ozobots to 
successfully follow set paths on grids using the interactive Shape Tracer 1 and 2 internet 
websites.  As an extension activity, the students will be introduced to the ozoblockly.com 

block coding application website to explore how to individually code an Ozobot’s movements, produce light 
effects and add sounds.  This is in line with the Creating Digital Solutions component of the Victorian 
Curriculum that stipulates that students will define simple problems and describe and follow a sequence of 
steps and decisions. 
 
Spanish 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 4!   The term will begin with the Year 3 students learning some general facts 

about Spain before being immersed in the country’s traditional folk dance known as 
Flamenco.  Flamenco is an expressive art form that is made up of three parts: dance 
(‘baile’), song (‘cante’) and guitar playing (‘guitarra’).  By participating in the exciting and 
engaging Fire of Flamenco performance scheduled for the whole school on Tuesday, 
October 18, students will have the opportunity to witness this spectacular dance form live, 
try the accompanying ‘palmas’ (rhythmic hand claps) and learn some of the dance moves 
for themselves.  As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, developing students’ intercultural 
capability, including understanding of and respect for diversity and difference, and an 
openness to different experiences and perspectives is one 

of the key aims of learning another language.  To develop familiarisation with 
some common vocabulary and language structures related to Los Sentimientos 
(Feelings) and Los Colores (Colours), students will then participate in a range of 
language rich activities that build oral and written skills in meaningful contexts.  
For example, they will survey their peers to find out how they are feeling (‘¿Cómo 
estás?’) and create a short bilingual book about colours (‘Mi libro de colores’).  The term will conclude with 
another cultural investigation to explore how La Navidad (Christmas) is celebrated in various Spanish speaking 
countries from around the world.  ¡Adiós!  Señora Aquilina ☺   
 
 

 


