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Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Welcome back!   
We hope you and your family had a restful and enjoyable break and are ready for some new learning.  
Thank you for attending our Parent/Teacher Interviews during Term 2.  We are looking forward to 
an exciting Term 3. 
 
The information below explains what our students will be learning about this term.  Please read this 
newsletter carefully as it contains valuable information for you and your child. 
 
STUDENTS WHO ARE UNWELL 
As the weather continues to become cooler and children start to get the winter sniffles, it is strongly 
encouraged to continue with Rapid Antigen Testing (RAT) when your child shows symptoms.  Three 
more RAT kits will be sent home in Term 3.  It is crucial that you report any positive cases to the 
school as soon as possible. You can report a positive case by: 
 
Email: iramoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au    OR 
Phone: 9741 2803 
 
If your child does test positive, they must isolate for 7 days and not attend school during that period. 
If your child is unwell or showing symptoms and tests negative, please keep them home and log their 
absence on Compass.  If they begin to show symptoms while at school, they will be sent to the 
sickbay where they will need to be collected by an adult and advised to administer a rapid antigen 
test.  If your child does test positive, the class teacher will arrange a home learning pack for them to 
complete during their 7-day isolation if they are well enough.  The work in the learning pack will be 
in line with the work being completed in the classroom. 
 
CURRICULUM 
Reading – Our reading program promotes a love of books and reading!  Students will continue to 
practise different reading strategies while reading ‘just right’ books.   They will learn about the 
features and purpose of fiction books.  We will also provide explicit instruction in the skills of 
questioning to further develop students’ comprehension strategies.  All students will participate in 
Independent Reading on a daily basis for approximately 15 minutes.  This involves students 
choosing and reading ‘just right’ books (i.e. books that match their level of ability and interests) from 
the classroom library to practise their reading skills and strategies. 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
   

Thursday, July 28      First Aid in Schools Program 
Tuesday, August 2 – Friday, August 19                    Teeth on Wheels Program  
Monday, August 15 – Friday, August 19   National Science Week 
Monday, August 22 – Friday, August 26   Children’s Book Week  
Wednesday, August 24     Flying Bookworm Performance 
Wednesday, August 24 – Thursday, September 15  Life Education Program 
Friday, September 16      Last day of Term 3 (2.30pm dismissal) 
Monday, October 3      First day of Term 4 

mailto:iramoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Writing – Our students write every day and this term they will be writing personal narratives over 
3 pages and procedural texts known as ‘How-To Books’.  Students will be focusing on sequencing 
their ideas logically, including information that is related to the topic, spelling words with regular 
spelling patterns and high frequency words as well as accurately using capital letters and full stops.  
Students also participate in regular handwriting lessons to teach them the correct size and formation 
of upper and lower case letters. 
 
Speaking & Listening – Throughout the first half year, students have been encouraged to listen to 
and talk about familiar ideas and information during experiences such as Show & Tell.  In Terms 3 
& 4, this will be done through class discussions and group work so your child will not have a set day 
and will not be required to bring personal items to share with the class.  Students will have other 
opportunities to develop their Speaking & Listening skills as they work towards Year 2.   
 
Numeracy 
During Term 3, a large focus will be learning about the Number & Algebra topics place value and 
division.  We will also look at problem solving tasks that require students to use familiar strategies to 
solve problems.  In Measurement & Geometry, students will be focusing on time, mass, capacity, 
and location & mapping. 
 
Integrated Studies 
The Year 1 students will be studying the topic ‘Being Safe’ this term.  They will explore and learn 
about aspects of staying safe.  The areas covered will be personal safety, emergencies, road safety, 
water safety and cyber safety.  A range of activities will be undertaken and supported with guest 
speakers to ensure that the students understand the best ways to stay safe. In the coming weeks 
we will be role-playing some basic scenarios so that students become familiar with identifying an 
emergency, how to react to a situation and confidently tell emergency services their full name and 
address.   Please ensure that your child knows these very important personal details. 
 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM – TERM 3  
During Term 3 students will participate in age-appropriate lessons building knowledge and skills in 
the following areas:  
 
Positive coping: students build their repertoire of coping strategies and benefit from critically 
reflecting on their own choices and being exposed to alternative options. Long term, students 
develop greater persistence in the face of challenges.  

Problem solving: students have opportunities to develop critical and creative thinking skills and 
apply them to scenarios, exploring personal, social and ethical dilemmas.  

The following link provides further information about the Respectful Relationships 
Program: https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/ResourcePackage/ByPin?pin=2JZX4R 

FIRST AID IN SCHOOLS 
St John Ambulance Victoria will be visiting our school on Thursday, July 28 to deliver their free First 
Aid in Schools Program to our students.  The program takes an innovative approach to ensure that 
all First Aid lessons are a fun and interactive experience for students of all learning capabilities.  
Trained St John presenters will lead students from Year 1 through a tailored session on the 
importance of First Aid and what to do in the event of a medical emergency.  Our students will learn 
how to recognise an emergency situation, how to call for assistance (again it is important that children 
know their full name and address) and the DRS (Danger, Response, Send for help) of the DRSABCD 
Action plan. 
 
FLYING BOOKWORM PERFORMANCE  
The Flying Bookworm Theatre Company will be performing an entertaining and engaging 
show which combines classic stories, storytelling, and fables.  The performance emphasises student 
participation and even puts some of the students in starring roles.  The Prep students will be 
watching performances based on the following stories:  The Jabberwocky, Jack and the Beanstalk 
and The Gingerbread man.  The cost of this incursion is $3 per child and is payable via Compass 
or the school office.  
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LIFE EDUCATION 
This term Life Education Australia will be visiting our school.  The Life Education program 
is staffed by a specially trained teacher and will be delivered in our classrooms.  The Life 
Education program will be visiting our school from Wednesday, August 24 to Friday, 
September 15.  Each Year 1 class will participate in the ‘Harold's Friendship module 
where children explore: 

• how to build friendships and care for others, feelings and emotions 

• feelings and emotions 

• safe and unsafe situations and early warning signs 

• safe places and people to turn to for help 
 
The cost of this program is $10 per child and is payable via Compass or the school office.  
 
HOMEWORK 
Home Reading 
Students are expected to read their take home book at home every day.  It is important that you 
listen to your child read each night and sign their reading diary.  There are also many pages in the 
diary that have useful ideas for parents to become actively involved in home reading.  Children are 
encouraged to read at home for approximately 15 minutes per day.  Students choose books to 
take home that they can read easily.  These easy, familiar books will help to build and develop 
their confidence, fluency and enjoyment of reading. Students read more challenging books 
at school.   
 
In addition to the take home reading book, your child has a small exercise book that has lists of their 
Reading Words called Magic Words.  In the book, there are the Magic Word lists that we would like 
your child to learn how to read and spell.  As your child learns the words on each word list, more 
word lists will be added by your child's classroom teacher.  
 
TISSUES and HAND SOAP 
Thank you to families who sent tissues and hand soap to school at the beginning of the year.  Any 
families who are able to send in additional boxes of tissues and foaming soap to be shared amongst 
the class, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

MS LAURA MEEHAN (TEACHER LEADER),  
MR MITCHELL MILLER, MRS AN NGUYEN 

YEAR 1 TEACHERS 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 1 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
During Term 3 in Visual Arts, Year 1 students will predominantly focus on viewing, exploring and responding 
to the artwork of various artists, including Pablo Picasso, Claude Monet, Yayoi Kusama and Clare Youngs 
in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum.  They will first create a colourful 
‘Picasso Felt Banner’ by cutting and arranging a variety of felt shapes to make an 
abstract style face.  Students will paint a beautiful Monet ‘Mixed Media Water Lily’ 
and a Yayoi Kusama ’Flower Collage’ inspired by Yayoi’s iconic style and use of 

dots.  Students will then look at modern artist Clare Young's intricate 
animal collages and paint their own patterned papers to assemble an ‘Animal Collage’ of their own 
choice.  In preparation for Children’s Book Week, students will also be making a ‘Shark Artwork’ 
inspired by the picture story book ‘Shark Mad Stanley’ by Andrew Griffin.  This will be shared with 
their peers during our Children’s Book Week celebrations.  The skills focus for the term will be on 
painting, drawing and constructing.  
 

 
Performing Arts 
In Performing Arts lessons this term, Year 1 students will create Rock Music video clips.  
‘The Interactive Music Room’ program will be used to enable the students to explore 
musical elements and ideas using voice, movement, instruments and body percussion as 
stipulated in the Music Victorian Curriculum.  They will learn a variety of songs that they 
will sing, interpret, play and move to, including ‘Waltzing Matilda’ and ‘Sleeping 
Princess’.  During drama-based lessons, students will act as characters from stories and 
then work in pairs and groups to present given scenarios to their class.  
 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
Beginning Term 3, Year 1 students will participate in a variety of exciting ball games encouraging them to 

further improve their co-ordination and ball skills.  They will develop personal and 
social skills such as cooperation, decision-making, problem solving and 
persistence, as stated in the Victorian Curriculum.  During the latter part of the 
term, students will play a number of fun Indigenous games during which they will 
be encouraged to use a number of strategies and skills, including teamwork, to 
achieve a common goal.  

Digital Technologies  
Year 1 students will begin the term by acquainting themselves with updated individual 

login details.  Now that the major computer lab upgrade is finished, 
students will finish creating a Kid Pix pictograph by using Drawing 
and Writing tools with the final part being the addition of farm 
animals stamps and stickers to match the number of student votes.   This will revise and 
reinforce survey, data and graph construction tasks introduced in Prep in line with the 
Victorian Curriculum that states students will collect, explore and sort data, and use 
digital systems to present the data creatively.  Next the students will import and 
manipulate photos from last term’s farm excursion on a Comic Life 3 program poster.  

They will add detail to their poster design by changing the background colour, editing a fancy font for the 
heading and writing information about the photos in speech bubbles.  
 
Spanish: 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 3!  The Year 1 students settled enthusiastically 
into the Spanish program in término 2.  Students became familiar with the sound 
systems of the Spanish language, through the use of rhymes, songs, clapping and 
action games.  In Term 3 the students will explore ‘Numeros’ (numbers) and 
‘Colores’ (colours), to present factual information about self, through their ‘All about 
me’ booklet.  The Victorian Curriculum states, students convey factual information 
about self, family, friends and favourite things at word and simple sentence level. The Year 1 students will also 
enjoy using the interactive website ‘Rockalingua’ to practise their Spanish. ¡Adiós amigos!  Señora Arenas 
☺  

 


