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IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday, May 24   Scheduled Common Day (Pupil Free Day) 
Wednesday, May 25   House Athletics for Year 3 & 5 
Monday, June 13   Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday) 
Wednesday, June 22  Amazing Adaptation Year 5 Science Incursion 
Thursday, June 23   Parent Teacher Interviews (Pupil Free Day) 
Friday, June 24   Colour Fun Run 
      Last day of Term 2, 2:30pm finish  
Monday, July 11   First day, Term 3  

 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
We hope that you have had an enjoyable and restful break. 
The Year 5 teachers would like to congratulate the students on the positive way in which they have 
started the term.  We have been proud to see our senior students acting as positive role models and 
exhibiting our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Relationships.  We expect that all of the 
students will continue to challenge themselves with this term being just as productive and enjoyable. 
 
NAPLAN  
This year official NAPLAN testing for Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 will take place between May 10 - 20.  Our 
students will be completing their testing online, except for the Year 3 Writing assessment, which will 
be completed on paper. 
 

The testing timeline is:. 

• Tuesday, May 10 – Writing 

• Wednesday, May 11 – Reading 

• Friday, May 13 – Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 

• Tuesday, May 17 – Numeracy 

 

Please support your child during NAPLAN testing by ensuring that they: 

• attend school every day 

• arrive at school by 8:45am 

• have a good sleep 

• have a nutritious breakfast    

• have their water bottle at school. 

 

More information will follow shortly. If you would like to know more about NAPLAN online, you can 

find additional information at http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online or you can contact 

me on  9741 2803. 

SIMON LITTLE, ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

ACCOUNTABILITY & RESOURCES 

 
LITERACY 
In Reading this term, the main focus will be on revising reading strategies that will help students to 
understand what they read.  Students will practise strategies such as predicting, clarifying, 
questioning and summarising, both independently and in small groups.  Later in the term, students 
will also be studying a novel.  A whole-class novel study is an engaging way to teach, model and 
practise reading and thinking strategies that students can also use in their own independent reading.  
Students will read along with the teacher and discuss things about the characters, plot and themes 
or messages within the book. 
 

http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online


In Writing students will learn about the structures and features of persuasive and narrative writing.  
They will have opportunities to publish and share some of these pieces.  Later in the term, students 
will have the opportunity to engage in ‘Independent Writing’ and write and publish texts that are of 
particular interest to them.  They will learn different ways to plan pieces of writing as well as the 
importance of proofreading and editing their own work.  Students will continue to record ideas in their 
Writers’ Notebooks and use a variety of thinking routines to explore ideas.  In addition, students will 
participate in weekly spelling investigations where they will learn about a particular spelling pattern 
or rule. 
 
NUMERACY 
In Numeracy students will extend and revise their knowledge of previous topics and be introduced 
to some new concepts. Students will spend some time learning about various components of 
Measurement & Geometry.  There will be a focus on students being able to tell the time accurately 
using digital and analogue clocks.  Below are some of the topics that students will be learning about:   

• Division & Multiplication 

• Money & Finance 

• Fractions & Decimals 

• Location- using maps, grid references, directions  

• Measuring Angles, Perimeter, Area       

• Problem Solving 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
This term Year 5 students will learn about the topic ‘Interdependence and Adaptation’ with a 
special focus on the Australian desert environment.  This topic explores the idea promoted in the 
Victorian Curriculum that living things can be grouped based on observable features and can be 
distinguished from non-living things.  Students will identify a range of different environments and 
examine how animals that live in these environments have adapted to suit the conditions.  They will 
research food chains and food webs, how plants play an essential part of this process and how living 
different living things depend on other living things to survive.  The students will design and carry out 
an investigation in small teams that questions how the size of leaves shows how plants adapt to a 
desert environment.  At the end of this topic students will chose a particular living thing of interest 
and research which environment it lives it and how it has adapted to its environment.  Students will 
also explore what might impact on living things when their environment is threatened. 
 
Students will also study the topic ‘Time 4 Design’.  To begin the topic students will learn some basic 
information about engineering and the different types of structural bridges that are used around the 
world.  They will then spend some time working in groups to design different types of bridges that 
they could build.  Students will follow the design process in weekly lessons to design and create a 
bridge that is one metre in length and can support a weight of at least 1 kilogram in the centre.  They 
will also investigate how they can use different materials, tools and equipment to help construct their 
bridge.  At the end of the unit students will have an opportunity to reflect on the successes of their 
design or ways it could be improved. 

HOMEWORK 
Each Monday Year 5 students take home their homework folder with Mathematics and 
Spelling/Writing tasks to complete.  This homework is designed for students to complete 
independently and return on Thursday each week.  In addition, students will also have daily home 
reading.  It is expected in Year 5 that students read for at least 30 minutes each night.  They can 
select books for home reading from our school library, choosing books from home, the Reading Eggs 
App on their iPad or borrowing books from public libraries.  
You can help your child with their homework by: 

• ensuring that your child takes responsibility for returning their homework to school by 
Thursday of each week. 

• encouraging a regular routine in relation to where and when they complete their homework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



YEAR 4, 5 & 6 STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY  
We want our students to tell us what they think. The Student Attitudes to School survey is an annual 
Department of Education and Training student survey.  The survey assists schools in gaining an 
understanding of students' perceptions and experiences of school.  Our school will use the survey 
results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience.  This year the 
Student Attitudes to School survey is being conducted at our school this term.  The survey only takes 
20 - 30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time on their iPad.  
 
CLASSROOM SUPPLIES 
The Year 5 teachers thank families for their generosity in donating tissues, soap and sanitiser at the 
start of the school year for our classrooms.  These supplies are beginning to run low.  If you are able 
to do so, the Year 5 teachers ask that families again donate some tissues, soap or sanitiser for our 
classrooms.  
 

JENNIFFER DIAZ, CAROLYN HEANEY,  
ALISTER MURNANE & CHERYL PANTELIDIS (TEACHER LEADER) 

YEAR 5 TEACHERS 
 
 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM  
The Victorian Government has mandated the introduction of Respectful Relationships education into 
every Government school in Victoria from Prep to Year 12 and the initiative is a core component of 
the Victorian Curriculum taught using a whole school approach model.  
 
This year our school is implementing the Respectful Relationships Program which aims to promote 
and model respect and equality and teach our students how to build healthy relationships, resilience 
and confidence.  
 
The program covers eight social and emotional areas and is delivered in an age-appropriate manner.   
 
Last term, students were introduced to the first topic emotional literacy that focused on students 
understanding themselves and other people, expressing and managing their emotions, building 
empathy and responding appropriately to the emotions of others.  
 
Throughout Term 2, students will learn about personal strengths.  They will be encouraged to 
recognise their own strengths and positive qualities with a focus on wellbeing, positive behaviour 
and academic achievement.  
 
In addition, our whole staff will participate in Professional Development delivered by Respectful 
Relationships educators from the Department of Education about Responding to Disclosures of 
Family Violence. 
  
The Respectful Relationships program compliments our existing social-emotional curriculum, You 
Can Do It: Program Achieve.  
 
More information about the program can be located on the DET website at: 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=respectful+r
elationships&SearchScope=All 
 
KARYN HENWOOD 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL/WELFARE & WELLBEING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=respectful+relationships&SearchScope=All
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=respectful+relationships&SearchScope=All


SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 5 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
During Term 2, the Year 5 students will explore ‘Desert Survivors’ as their theme.  They will have 
the opportunity to create and present their artwork in three very different ways.  The Victorian 
Curriculum for Visual Arts stipulates that students select and apply visual conventions, materials, 
techniques, technologies and processes specific to different art forms when making artworks. The 
first artwork will explore an animal desert survivor - the camel.  The students will create this piece 
using new drawing techniques, watercolour and pencils on paper. Next, they will explore plant 
desert survivors and learn how to use paint and stones to create a ‘Succulent Garden’.  Their final 
artwork will examine the ancient Egyptian people as desert survivors and the students will learn 
about the significance of the scarab beetle when they construct a ‘Scarab Jewel Box’.  The focus 
of this term will be to present artworks to an audience in different ways as well as construction, 
drawing, and painting.  
 
Performing Arts 
This term the Year 5 students will compose a rap piece and produce a music video clip to accompany 
their song.  This will involve interpreting lyrics of the song, developing ideas and routines appropriate 
to the song, converting ideas to a storyboard format, providing costumes and props, familiarisation 
with camera operation, terminology and techniques, rehearsing, filming/performing and editing the 
recorded footage.  Also, this term the students will select an instrument (guitar, bass guitar, drums, 
keyboard or vocals) and learn to play the rhythm patterns, chords and/or the melody to a chosen 
song applying familiar skills.  The aim will be to perform the song as part of an ensemble to an 
audience in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum. 
 
Physical Education 
As outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, Year 5 students refine and further develop a wide range of 
fundamental movement skills in more complex movement patterns and situations.  The first half of 
the term will be devoted to athletics training in preparation for our Iramoo House Athletics.  The 
lessons will be aimed at further developing the students’ skills in sprints, relay, hurdles, long jump, 
triple jump, high jump, shot put and discus. Students will then learn the game of sofcrosse, a modified 
version of lacrosse.  Students will be using the sofcrosse sticks to scoop, catch and throw the ball 
and learn about field position through a variety of modified games and activities.  
 
Digital Technologies  
This term’s focus for Year 5 students will be a Coding and Robotics learning unit.  
They will begin with exploring different features of the Scratch Desktop Coding 
computer program in order to animate Sprites (characters) and scenes.  In 
accordance with the Victorian Curriculum, they will design, modify and follow sequences of steps in 
order to create simple games following the program’s tutorials or ones that they will design of their 
own.  The students will also be encouraged to design their own animation project incorporating many 
detailed Coding functions of the Scratch Desktop program.  The students will transfer their computer 
Coding skills to using iPads with Sphero robots for the Robotics part of this term’s unit.  They will 
start by using the Sphero Edu application to sequence the Sphero’s movement codes to complete 
basic tasks and then move onto their own choice of open-ended exploration or advanced Coding 
project.  
 
Spanish: 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 2!   The topics that will be explored throughout the term include 
Los Números (Numbers up to 100), asking and expressing La Edad (Age) of self and others, Los 
Meses del año (Months of the Year) and Los Cumpleaños (Birthdays).  The Victorian Curriculum 
stipulates that students use an increasing range of vocabulary and interact in class activities and 
routines by asking and responding to questions.  To facilitate the development of their language 
skills, students will be involved in singing Spanish songs, playing various number games, surveying 
their peers to gather and presenting data about the ages of class members and completing a 

‘Birthday Scavenger Hunt’.  ¡Hasta luego!  Señora Aquillina ☺       

 


