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IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday, May 24   Scheduled Common Day (Pupil Free Day) 
Monday, June 13   Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday)  
Thursday, June 23   Parent Teacher Interviews and Pupil Free Day  
Friday, June 24   Colour Fun Run 

       Last day of Term 2, 2:30pm finish  
Monday, July 11   First day, Term 3, 8:50am start 
 

 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
We hope you had an enjoyable and restful break.  It has been great to see the students settle back 
into learning so quickly and with such positive attitudes, especially with the swimming program 
starting from the beginning of the term.  We thank you for your support with this important program; 
the students have been very well organised and enthusiastic.  
 
CURRICULUM 
LITERACY  
Reading 
In Reading this term, we will be focussing on different types of poetry.  Students will be immersed in 
the rhythmic pattern of poems as well as exploring colour poems, poetry from other cultures and free 
verse poems.  Students will then move onto reading different text types, including fictional texts.   
They will be involved in reading activities that focus on comprehension (gaining an understanding of 
what they have been reading) as well as continued work on decoding strategies (how they can read 
unknown words).   
 
We will focus on asking questions, identifying the features of fictional texts, summarising and 
inferring how a character is feeling.  Students will also continue to build their reading stamina during 
Independent Reading.  During this daily program, students are reading books that are appropriate 
to their reading ability for longer periods of time.  They are supported to select their own books of 
interest from our classroom libraries to foster a love of books and an enjoyment of reading. 

Writing 
Students will continue working on the neatness of their handwriting during lessons each week.  They 
will focus on the size and shape of letters, as well as controlling movements in order to write legibly.  
Our spelling program will be continuing this term and we will focus on the sounds that vowels can 
make, plurals, and consonant blends. 

 
Our daily writing program will complement our reading program where students will begin to write 
their own poems.  Students will proof-read, revise and edit their writing, checking for simple errors 
before publishing and celebrating their writing.  Moving on from poetry, students will complete a unit 
on persuasive writing.  Students will ‘argue’ many topics including, which books were more 
interesting, engaging their audience with valid reasons and evidence to support their claims.   
 
SPEAKING & LISTENING 
Students will be encouraged to talk about and describe their personal experiences in detail.  They 
will continue developing listening skills through class discussions, oral presentations and group work. 
Students will also have opportunities to share their reading of poems with the class and complete a 
self-assessment on how well they think they completed the task. 
 
 
 
 
 



NUMERACY  
In Maths, students began the term by exploring the concept of measuring length and following 
directions.  We will focus on the areas of place value, multiplication, chance, problem solving and 
simple fractions such as halves and quarters.  Activities will be hands-on and differentiated to suit 
individual student needs.  We are very fortunate to have well-resourced maths shelves in every 
classroom and students are encouraged to use resources to assist them in solving mathematical 
problems.  This encourages problem-solving, assists with boosting confidence and independent 
learning behaviours.   
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES  
This term, students will be learning about our local community through our Integrated Studies topic 
of ‘Our Community: Past to Present’.  The students will learn about local community and how it 
has changed over time.  They will investigate which Aboriginal people lived in this area.  They will 
explore and imagine what life was like for the people who lived in our community in the past, through 
guest speakers, and photographs.  Students will make comparisons between the way of life for 
people who lived in the community a long, long time ago.  They will also learn features of the local 
community identifying what has changed and what has stayed the same.  
 
HOMEWORK  
Students are required to read a book each night.  Parents/guardians are asked to record the name 
of the book in the student diary and track the number of nights read.  When students have read for 
a certain number of nights, they receive a sticker and certificate in their diary.  Please assist us by 
reading with your child each night.  This term there will be a homework focus of Numeracy.  Each 
Monday, Numeracy tasks will be sent home and students are to return their homework by Thursday 
of each week.  

VERY IMPORTANT PERSON (VIP) PROGRAM 

Our VIP program will commence after our swimming program has finished.  The purpose of this 
program is to:   

• assist our students’ with their speaking and listening skills  

• help develop their confidence 

• give them a chance to celebrate their successes with their peers 

• share information about themselves with others. 
 
The VIP will be selected each Friday and then be involved in various activities the following week.  
When your child is selected as VIP they will be asked to bring in a photo of themselves and their 
family, a few special items to discuss with the class, their favourite book, and something that made 
them feel good, such as a certificate or trophy.  You will receive more information when your child is 
our VIP. 
 
REMINDERS 
All children are required to have an art smock, a library bag, and headphones at school. Thank you 
to those parents who have already sent these supplies to school. It is greatly appreciated. If you 
haven’t, please do so as soon as possible as we make very good use of them during the year.  
 
 

MS MAGDA ALI,/MISS NELLIE DRISCOLL, MISS JESSICA HUTCHISON,  
MS ALISHA JESSOP, MS LIESEL MCGREGOR (TEACHER LEADER)  

YEAR 2 TEACHERS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM  
The Victorian Government has mandated the introduction of Respectful Relationships education into 
every Government school in Victoria from Prep to Year 12 and the initiative is a core component of 
the Victorian Curriculum taught using a whole school approach model.  
 
This year our school is implementing the Respectful Relationships Program which aims to promote 
and model respect and equality and teach our students how to build healthy relationships, resilience 
and confidence.  
 
The program covers eight social and emotional areas and is delivered in an age-appropriate manner.   
 
Last term, students were introduced to the first topic emotional literacy that focused on students 
understanding themselves and other people, expressing and managing their emotions, building 
empathy and responding appropriately to the emotions of others.  
 
Throughout Term 2, students will learn about personal strengths.  They will be encouraged to 
recognise their own strengths and positive qualities with a focus on wellbeing, positive behaviour 
and academic achievement.  
 
In addition, our whole staff will participate in Professional Development delivered by Respectful 
Relationships educators from the Department of Education about Responding to Disclosures of 
Family Violence. 
  
The Respectful Relationships program compliments our existing social-emotional curriculum, You 
Can Do It: Program Achieve.  
 
More information about the program can be located on the DET website at: 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=respectful+r
elationships&SearchScope=All 
 
KARYN HENWOOD 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL/WELFARE & WELLBEING 
 
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 2 students will be learning about this term in our specialist 
areas. 
 
Visual Arts 
Famous artists from Art History will inspire the Year 2 students’ artwork this term.  Students will be 
introduced to great artists such as Vincent van Gogh, Keith Haring and Paul Cézanne.  They will 
make artworks using different materials, techniques and processes to express their ideas, 
observations and imagination as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum for Visual Arts.  The students 
will view and discuss some artworks by van Gogh before recreating his famous paintings 
‘Sunflowers’ and ‘The Starry Night’.  They will be encouraged to share ideas with their classmates 
about the expressive choices they made in their artwork and will be invited to view others' work.  To 
end the term, students will be exploring the works of Paul Cézanne, particularly his piece called ‘Still 
Life With Apples’.  They will complete both a painting and collage of a fruit bowl inspired by his 
artistic style. 
 
 
Performing Arts 
Year 2 students will participate in musical activities that relate to pitch and melody this term. After an 
introduction to opera, they will work in small groups to create their own operas using the Opera 
Maker iPad application and participate in an operatic drama of Hansel and Gretel.   This is in line 
with the Victorian Curriculum for Music that states that students use their voices and instruments to 
improvise, arrange and perform music as well as explore and make decisions about ways of 
organizing sounds to communicate ideas.  The students will also prepare for their upcoming 
Emotions Slideshow by taking and editing a series of photos showing different feelings facial 
expressions. 
 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=respectful+relationships&SearchScope=All
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Search/Results?AssociatedPackageId=&QueryText=respectful+relationships&SearchScope=All


Physical Education (Phys. Ed) 
Year 2 students will begin the term developing the bouncing and catching skills required to play 
basketball.  The Victorian Curriculum stipulates that students will develop personal and social skills 
such as co-operation, decision making, problem-solving and persistence during movement activities.  
They will spend a number of weeks learning basic gymnastics skills that aim at developing  
co-ordination, mobility, strength, endurance, balance, health and good posture habits.  To conclude 
the term the students will be using skipping ropes to skip in a variety of different styles.  They will 
have opportunities to practise skipping both independently and in small groups. 
 
Digital Technologies 
This term the Year 2 students will be introduced to the concept of Animation 
using the Kid Pix program.  They will build on previous experience using static 
2D stickers that can be manipulated only in size.  The stickers in the Animations 
Tool libraries have inbuilt actions so they appear animated.  The Animations stickers can also move 
around the computer screen following a linear path that the students create.  Sounds can be added 
to the stickers’ actions in order to complete a little animated movie. In the second half of the term, 
the students will revise and extend their previous experience of Robotics using Cubetto robots.   A 
Cubetto is a small wooden robot that is part of a Coding kit that provides students with a hands-on 
introduction to computer programming.  They will revise how to give their Cubettos directions to 
follow such as: forward/straight, turn left and turn right on story maps.  New logic actions will be 
introduced so that students can program their Cubettos to do opposite moves and random moves 
chosen by the robots.  This is in line with the Victorian Curriculum that states the students will follow, 
describe and represent a sequence of steps needed to solve simple problems. 
 
Spanish 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 2! I am very excited to be back from maternity leave to teach 
Spanish again.  This term the Year 2 students will focus on listening to the sounds and patterns of 
Spanish through language rich activities such as rhymes, songs and action games.  As stipulated in 
The Victorian Curriculum, repetition and recycling help students identify frequently used words and 
simple phrases.  The students will learn the Spanish Alphabet (El alfabeto)  and simple Spanish 
Greetings (Saludos) such as ‘Hola’ (Hello), ‘Buenos días’ (Good morning), ‘Adiós’ (Goodbye) and 
‘Me llamo…’ (My name is…) to assist their interaction with teachers and peers in Spanish. 

¡Adiós!  Señora Arenas ☺  
 

 


