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DATES TO REMEMBER 
Wednesday, July 28    World of Maths Incursion for grades 5CP & 5AM 
Thursday, July 29    World of Maths Incursion for grades 5JD & 5KA 
Tuesday, August 3 & August 10  African Dance & Drumming Incursion workshops 
Monday, August 16 – Friday August 20  Science Week 
Monday, August 23 – Friday, August 27 Book Week 
Tuesday, August 24    Virtual Excursion ‘Meet the Author- M.J Raco’ 
Monday, August 30     Life Education program begins 
Friday, September 3    Year 5 / 6 Hooptime 
Friday, September 17   Last day of Term 3 (2:30pm finish) 
Monday, October 4    First day of Term 4 (8:50am start) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian 
 
Welcome back to Term 3.  Unfortunately a snap lockdown on Friday, July 16 meant we needed to 
transition back to remote learning.  We have many exciting and interesting educational experiences 
planned for this term and have adapted lessons to suit remote learning, as necessary.  We are 
looking forward to everyone returning to school soon. 
 
The Year 5 teachers would like to thank all of the parents who participated in the Parent/Teacher 
interviews during the final week of Term 2.  These interviews are a practical and effective way to 
discuss student progress, achievements and suggestions for future teaching and learning.  If you 
would like to discuss your child’s progress or anything else throughout the term, please contact your 
child’s classroom teacher to make an appointment.  
 
CURRICULUM 
READING  
The main focus for this term will be revising reading strategies that will help students understand 
what they read.  Students will practise strategies such as predicting, clarifying, questioning and 
summarising, both independently and in small groups.  Students will continue to use the online 
Reading Eggspress program on a regular basis to reinforce these skills. 
 
We encourage you to continue taking an interest in your child’s reading material and discuss their 
literature choices with them.  Children are required to have their student diary signed each night 
after reading and returned to school each day.  Students in Year 5 should be reading at home 
between 20 - 30 minutes each day.  Students are encouraged to write a short reading response in 
their diary each night. 
 
 
 
 



WRITING 
The text types students will focus on this term will include: 

• Poetry – using similes and metaphors as well as exploring a variety of different types of poetry. 

• Information Reports – using research to create factual pieces. 

• Explanation Texts- choosing topics of interest and researching for facts to include. 
 
Students will also continue focusing on personal writing through the use of their writer’s notebooks.  
The writer’s notebook is an individual place for students to reflect on and respond in writing to their 
thoughts, feelings and experiences.   
 
Students will be participating in spelling sessions each week where they will be investigating specific 
spelling strategies and working with word lists.  Each child will receive focus words on a weekly 
basis.  In addition, we will continue to work on handwriting, grammar and punctuation. 
 
NUMERACY 
Students will undertake a unit on fractions, decimals and percentages this term.  This topic has many 
real-life applications and the students will learn how to apply their knowledge in a range of problem-
solving activities.  Students will also spend some time learning about various components of 
Statistics & Probability.  They will learn how to interpret and present graphs with and without the 
use of digital technology.  Problem solving and project-based learning will also be a major focus 
in Term 3.  Students will be introduced to a variety of effective problem-solving strategies and be 
provided with opportunities to practise using these strategies in authentic situations.  Students will 
continue to use Matific on a weekly basis to reinforce the concepts that have been introduced, along 
with revising topics as required.  
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
The Year 5 Integrated Studies topics for Term 3 are all related to focussing on our student’s wellbeing 
including a health unit called Talking Tactics Together.  
 
Talking Tactics Together is an interactive, harm-minimisation program where students undertake 
a series of activities relating to issues associated with legal drugs (tobacco and prescription drugs) 
and alcohol.  The program objectives are to promote and maximise student health and wellbeing 
and assist them in making healthy and safe choices.  The activities aim to support the development 
of life skills and protective behaviours and promote the development of positive relationships with 
family and peers.  
 
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
It is important for children’s academic development that they attend school every day.  To maximise 
children’s learning opportunities it is also vital that they arrive at school on time.  School commences 
at 8:50am.  Children who are late must obtain a late pass from the office before entering their 
classroom.  Please update Compass or contact our office administration if you have prior notice that 
your child will be absent from school.  
 
LIFE EDUCATION 
This term Life Education Australia will be visiting our school.  The Life Education Program 
is a mobile classroom, staffed by a specially trained teacher.  This year students will be 
travelling through time with a time travelling detective Mac McHardy and his canine sidekick 
Conan to persuade McHardy’s great great granddaughter not to take up smoking.  Each 
Year 5 class will attend the Life Education van to participate in ‘On the Case’.   
 
Students will collaborate and explore: 

• What’s in a cigarette. 

• Effects of smoking. 

• History and laws. 

• Myths and facts. 

• Influences and pressures. 

• Strategies to reduce harm.   
 
 



STUDENT ORGANISATION 
The students in Year 5 have made an excellent start to their homework, reading and diary 
organisation.  Students record their homework requirements, daily reading, reminders and upcoming 
events in their diary each day.  We hope that the student diaries will continue to assist the children 
to organise their time and commitments responsibly.  Please check your child’s diary daily and 
ensure it is returned to school on a daily basis.  Students who take their iPads home need to 
ensure that they are fully charged each night and returned to school each day.  
 
HOMEWORK 
Students will continue to receive homework each Monday in their class Google Classroom and it is 
to be completed and handed in on Google Classroom by Thursday.  It will consist of a weekly Literacy 
and Numeracy based activity.  You can help your child by providing a regular routine to complete 
their homework and by discussing the homework tasks before they begin. 
 
STUDENT DRESS CODE 
As our senior students are role models to the younger children, it is imperative they are in full and 
correct school uniform at all times.  Students are not allowed to have chewing gum at school.  
We ask for your support with enforcing this at home.  
 
WHOLE SCHOOL SOCIAL SKILLS PROGRAM  
Throughout Term 3, our students will continue participating in lessons as part of our whole school 
social skills program: You Can Do It: Program Achieve.   The overall theme during this term is 
wellbeing, with weekly lessons around resilience and happiness.  More information about the 
program can be found at: https://www.youcandoiteducation.com.au 
 
HOUSE POINTS  
For parent / carers who may not be aware, students within our school are allocated to a house and 
participate in different house groups.  Houses include: Lewis (Green), Freeman (Blue), Gaze 
(Yellow) and Hughes (Red), all named after elite athletes.  Students are encouraged to learn about 
their house and have the opportunity to earn points over the term by exhibiting positive behaviours 
in line with our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Relationships as well as actively 
demonstrating our Top 10 Not Negotiable Social Skills.  At the end of each term the students from 
the house earning the greatest number of points are able to participate in a special activity. 
At the end of Term 2, Lewis house (Green) had the highest points and enjoyed celebrating their 
success together.  All students from Prep to Year 6 in Lewis house participated in a range of fun and 
engaging activities.  Students were grouped in multi-aged teams and worked together to complete 
the challenges.  Everyone had a fantastic time and are looking forward to seeing which house will 
achieve the highest house points at the end of Term 3. 
 
 

KATELYN ARDLEY, JENIFFER DIAZ,  
ALISTER MURNANE & CHERYL PANTELIDIS (TEAM LEADER) 

YEAR 5 TEACHERS 
 

 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 5 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
At Levels 5, students explore how and why artists, craftspeople and designers realise their ideas 
through different visual forms, practices and processes.  They develop conceptual and expressive 
skills.  To address these elements of the Victorian Curriculum, Year 5 students will be exploring the 
quirky elements of ‘Surrealism’.  They will begin with a dream like drawing that will include a 
randomly selected setting, a creature and chance objects.  They will then move onto a surreal 
themed portrait that will demonstrate students’ expressive skills and imagination. The skills focus will 
be on drawing and creative thinking.  

Mrs Samantha Elevato / Ms Kym Willis 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youcandoiteducation.com.au%2F%3Fnowprocket%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CGail.Dawson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6b7a8917930942bad93408d9466cb86d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637618255030340576%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aXVLRu8%2F6BksIlevLPu0bn8QKLAQxcdbg7hxkV%2F5R0A%3D&reserved=0


Performing Arts 
Year 5 students will experience an interactive and culturally engaging ‘InRhythym African 
Drumming’ workshop this term.  They will be lead through a series of very powerful and stimulating 
educational drumming techniques.  The students will learn to play as a group which will assist to 
enhance their social skills.  The focus of the workshop will be for the students to work on a 
performance piece. 
 
The Victorian Curriculum for Music states that students use the elements of music, their voices, 
instruments and technologies to improvise, arrange, compose and perform music.  This term 
students will use music skills previously learnt, select an instrument (guitar, bass, drums, ukulele, 
keyboard or vocals) and learn to play the rhythm patterns, chords and/or the melody to a popular 
song.  They will form groups and perform the song as a band.  This is in accordance with the Victorian 
Curriculum for Music that states that students develop and practise technical skills, performing with 
accuracy and expression for audiences as well as understand the purpose of the music they perform. 

Mrs Michelle Antoniou 
 

Physical Education 
Year 5 will be working towards applying rules fairly and behaving ethically when participating in 
different physical activities as well as learning to communicate and problem-solve in teams or groups 
as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum.  Students will participate in a gymnastics learning unit 
aimed at improving co-ordination, mobility, strength, endurance, balance, health and good posture 
habits.  Later in the term, students will be building on their striking skills during Tee-ball and Softball 
lessons. They will conclude the term learning the ‘game sense’ of batting and fielding for cricket. 
‘Game sense’ is the ability to read the play, to have a good understanding of where the ball is going 
and to know where to hit the ball in order to achieve a run. 

Mr Brad Hodges 
 

Digital Technologies  
Film editing is the focus of this term’s Year 5 Digital Technologies program.  The 
students will produce informative and persuasive group ‘Television Commercials’ 
advertising a chosen product scripted and recorded in Performing Arts lessons.  They 
will utilise iMovie program film editing skills acquired over several years for this project.  The students 
will learn how to crop unwanted sections from the best selected film clips and how to insert transitions 
between scenes for impact.  They will also apply special effects such as speed, colours and sounds 
or integrate background images relevant to the theme of their television commercials.  
 
This project is in alignment with the Victorian Curriculum that stipulates that students individually and 
with others, plan, create and communicate ideas to an audience. 

Ms Enza Posterino 
 

Spanish: 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 3!    During Term 3, the Year 5 students will focus on building upon 
their existing Spanish language conversational skills and broadening their vocabulary.  As stipulated 
by the Victorian Curriculum, they will continue to work towards interacting using descriptive and 
expressive language to share interests, special celebrations and leisure activities, and to express 
feelings, state preferences and give opinions.  To explore and express their Sentimientos 
(Feelings) in fun and engaging ways, students will be involved in learning activities such as singing 
Spanish songs, translating funny memes and playing ‘Charades’.  To support and enhance the 
visiting Life Education Program to our school, the focus towards the end of the term will be learning 
some key vocabulary related to El Cuerpo (The Body).  To help students remember the Spanish 
words and their correct pronunciation, they will play a range of related listening games such as 
‘Simón Dice’ (Simon Says) and ‘Lotería’ (Bingo).  ¡Hasta luego!   

Señora Aquilina ☺ 

 


