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Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
It was terrific to see all of the Prep children return from their holiday break safe and well rested and start Term 
3 in such a positive and enthusiastic manner.  Unfortunately a snap lockdown on Friday, July 16 meant we 
needed to transition back to remote learning.  We have many exciting and interesting educational experiences 
planned for this term and have adapted lessons to suit remote learning, as necessary.  We are looking forward 
to everyone returning to school soon. 
 
CURRICULUM 
LITERACY 
This term our children will be extending their knowledge of the alphabet by learning to recognise and name all 
of the uppercase and lowercase forms of the letters.  Through a range of purposeful and meaningful learning 
experiences, the children will also learn to identify the common sounds that these letters can make within 
words.  To assist with learning the correct formation of letters, the children will be participating in formal 
handwriting sessions each week. 
 
In addition to consolidating their knowledge of letters and their corresponding sounds, the children will be 
building upon their repertoire of known high frequency words.  Throughout the term, new high frequency words 
will continue to be introduced each week.    
 
To make steady progress in their Literacy development, it is vital for the children to continually revise all of the 
letters and high frequency words that have been introduced in class.   
 
During Reading sessions this term our children will continue to develop and practise a range of strategies for 
working out unfamiliar words in texts.  As there are many irregularities in the English spelling of words (letters 
can make different sounds and sometimes no sound at all), it is extremely important to encourage your child 
to use a range of strategies when attempting to read a tricky word, rather than just relying on ‘sounding it out’.  
Some examples of the strategies that the children have been learning in class include: 
 

• Looking at the picture for clues. 
• Reading on and coming back to the tricky word. 
• Rereading all of the words from the start of the sentence. 
• Using prior knowledge about the topic of the book (e.g. when reading a book about a farm you 

could expect to see words such as: animals, farmer, cow, sheep, pig, barn, etc.). 
• Finding smaller words inside larger words (e.g. and in the word sand). 
• Trying again if a word that has been read aloud does not look right or sound right. 
• Reading for meaning: What word would make sense there?  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
   

Thursday, 22 July (POSTPONED)   Dream Puppets performance    
Monday, 26 July (POSTPONED)   World of Maths incursion  
Friday, 6 August      Prep Students 100 Days of School Celebration 
Wednesday, 11 August – Friday, 27 August  Teeth on Wheels Program 
Monday, 16 August – Friday, 20 August   National Science Week 
Monday, 23 August – Friday, 27 August   Children’s Book Week  
Monday, 30 August – Monday, 13 September  Life Education Program 
Friday, 17 September      Last day of Term 3 (2.30pm dismissal) 
Monday, 4 October     First day of Term 4 



TAKE HOME READING 
To enable children to become more competent and confident readers it is crucial for them to practise, 
practise, practise!  As the key to being a good reader is reading as often as possible, it is of great importance 
for your child to read his/her take home book and practise their letters and words with an adult every night.  
To support your child when reading take home books together you can:   

• Allow at least 10 seconds for your child to work out an unknown word before you assist him/her. 
• Use prompts such as, What word would make sense there? and Does the picture give you a clue? 
• Discuss the book before reading it.  Is it similar to other books you have read?  Do the pictures help 

you to work out what this story is about?  What words do you think you might see in this story? 
• Encourage your child to use a range of reading strategies when trying to read unknown words, not 

just ‘sounding them out’. 
 
In Writing sessions, the children will continue to reflect on and recount personal experiences and develop 
basic factual texts related to familiar topics.  When attempting to spell words, the children are encouraged to 
use their high frequency word charts and other print displayed around the classroom.  They are also 
encouraged to listen to the sounds that they can hear when saying the word and write down the letters that 
can make the sounds that they have heard.  
 
To assist your child with writing you can: 

• Provide many opportunities for your child to write at home. 
• Encourage your child to plan writing pieces through discussions and drawings. 
• Provide a range of writing tools for your child to use (pencils, crayons, textas, computer programs such 

as ‘Word’, etc.). 
• Encourage your child to write short letters, cards or invitations for friends or relatives. 
• Praise all attempts at writing. 

 
NUMERACY 
In Mathematics the children will continue to extend their number knowledge and counting skills.  This will 
include counting backwards and forwards from different numbers up to and beyond 20 and writing, ordering 
and making numbers (using materials) up to and beyond 20.   
 
You can assist at home by: 

• Encouraging your child to practise counting forwards and backwards from different starting points 
between 1 and 20 (slowly working up to between 1 and 100). 

• Discussing and modelling simple addition and subtraction stories with items found around the house 
as the opportunity arises.   

- Addition story example: When your child is playing with toy cars you may say: I can see 
that you have 2 blue cars and 3 red cars.  Do you know how many toy cars you have 
altogether?  

- Subtraction story example: When your child takes a piece of fruit from the fruit bowl you 
may say: There were 6 apples in the bowl before you took one.  How many apples are left 
in our fruit bowl now?    

 
This term the children will be measuring and comparing the length, mass, capacity and time of a range of 
objects using informal measuring units (e.g. measuring the length of a piece of string using counters or 
teddies). 
 
You can assist at home by: 

• Helping your child to correctly sequence the days of the week.  Each day ask: What day is it today?  
What day was it yesterday?  What day will it be tomorrow?  What month are we in? 

• Counting and comparing small groups of objects.  Which group has more?  Which group has less? 
• Providing opportunities for your child to measure things using informal units.  What is the length of our 

table in hand spans?  How many steps to the front door from here?  Which cup holds more water?  
 

INTEGRATED STUDIES 
This term students will be studying the theme ‘On the Move’.  The children will develop an understanding of 
how things move. They will explore the push and pull forces they can use to move objects in ways such as 
sliding, bouncing and spinning. Through investigations, students will observe and gather evidence about rolling 
objects and explore the idea of fair testing. 
 
Students will also be studying the theme ‘Happy, Healthy Me’.  The children will explore aspects of their lives 
that make them happy and healthy.  They will also investigate people in our community who help us.   
 
As a key focus of this unit of study relates to eating a healthy and well-balanced diet, the children will be 
involved in cooking activities and tasting a range of fresh fruit and vegetables throughout the term.  Please 
ensure that you advise your child’s classroom teacher immediately if your child has any food allergies 
or special dietary requirements.  It is vital that our records are continually updated to maintain our children’s 
health and well-being.    
 



FIRST AID IN SCHOOLS 
St John Ambulance Victoria visited our school on Tuesday, July 13 to deliver their free First Aid 
in Schools Program to our students.  The program has taken an innovative approach to ensure all 
First Aid lessons are a fun and interactive experience for students of all learning capabilities.  
Trained St John presenters led our students from Prep through a tailored session on the 
importance of First Aid and what to do in the event of a medical emergency.  Our students learnt 
how to recognise an emergency situation and how to call ‘000’ through a relatable storyline. 

 
DREAM PUPPETS PERFORMANCE 
In Performing Arts this year, students in Prep and Years 3 & 4 will be learning about puppetry.   To deepen the 
students’ knowledge, we have booked a very special puppet show for our children.  
The Dream Puppets performance is based on promoting a positive self-image using aspects of circus, dance, 
singing and comedy presented through clever and creative puppetry.  The show has been postponed, dates 
will be confirmed shortly.  
 
100 DAYS OF SCHOOL 
On Friday, 6 August our students will celebrate their 100 Days of School.  They will 
participate in Reading, Writing and Maths tasks with the theme of ‘100’.  Teachers will 
promote how far students have come since beginning their Prep year and how proud we are 
of all their achievements.  Prep students will also enjoy a nice picnic lunch together (weather 
permitting).  You do not need to prepare anything different for the day but you may wish to 
celebrate at home in your own way with your child. 
 
LIFE EDUCATION 

This term Life Education Australia will be visiting our school.  The Life Education program is a 
mobile classroom staffed by a specially trained teacher.  The Life Education van will be visiting 
our school from Monday, August 30 to Thursday, September 13.  Each Prep class will 
participate in a one hour ‘My Body Matters’ session.  During this session children will discuss 
issues and engage in activities centred on: 
 
 

• the importance of personal hygiene 
• choosing foods for a healthy balanced diet 
• benefits of physical activity and sleep 
• ways to keep safe at home, school and in the community. 

 
Through their participation in the program children will receive a booklet that contains follow-up activities that 
will be carried out in the classroom after their visit to the Life Education van.  The cost of this program is $10 
per child  
 
WHOLE SCHOOL SOCIAL SKILLS PROGRAM  
Throughout Term 3, our students will continue participating in lessons as part of our whole school social skills 
program: You Can Do It: Program Achieve.   The overall theme during this term is wellbeing, with weekly 
lessons around resilience and happiness.  More information about the program can be found at: 
https://www.youcandoiteducation.com.au 
 
HOUSE POINTS  
For parent / carers who may not be aware, students within our school are allocated to a house and participate 
in different house groups.  Houses include: Lewis (Green), Freeman (Blue), Gaze (Yellow) and Hughes (Red), 
all named after elite athletes.  Students are encouraged to learn about their house and have the opportunity 
to earn points over the term by exhibiting positive behaviours in line with our school values of Respect, 
Responsibility and Relationships as well as actively demonstrating our Top 10 Not Negotiable Social 
Skills.  At the end of each term the students from the house earning the greatest number of points are able to 
participate in a special activity. 
 
At the end of Term 2, Lewis house (Green) had the highest points and enjoyed celebrating their success 
together.  All students from Prep to Year 6 in Lewis house participated in a range of fun and engaging activities.  
Students were grouped in multi-aged teams and worked together to complete the challenges.  Everyone had 
a fantastic time and are looking forward to seeing which house will achieve the highest house points at the 
end of Term 3. 
 
 

CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, AMY JAMES (TEAM LEADER), 
AN NGUYEN & SHARNI TROMP 

PREP TEACHERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youcandoiteducation.com.au%2F%3Fnowprocket%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CGail.Dawson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6b7a8917930942bad93408d9466cb86d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637618255030340576%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aXVLRu8%2F6BksIlevLPu0bn8QKLAQxcdbg7hxkV%2F5R0A%3D&reserved=0


 
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Prep students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
This term in Visual Arts, our Prep students will be introduced to two iconic artists, Wassily Kandinsky and 
Paul Klee.  The students will make artworks using different materials and techniques that express their ideas, 
observations and imagination as stated in the Victorian Curriculum.  They will begin the term with a Kandinsky 
‘Concentric Circle Tree Drawings’ and then create artworks inspired by Paul Klee such as a ‘Castle & Sun 
Collage’, a ‘Watercolour Painting of Cat & Bird’ and ‘Oil Pastel & Die Fish’.  Students will be provided with 
opportunities to reflect upon their own work and give constructive feedback to their peers.  The students will 
also be designing a simple ‘Book Cover Costume’, which they will share with their peers during Book Week 
celebrations .  The skills focus for Term 3 will be drawing, cutting and constructing.  

Ms Emma Saunders 
 
Performing Arts 
This term in Performing Arts, Prep students will be involved a Puppetry learning unit. To deepen the students’ 
knowledge, a very special puppet show experience will visit Iramoo this term. The ‘Dream Puppets’ 
performance is based on promoting positive self-image using aspects of drama, dance, singing and comedy 
presented through clever and creative puppetry. The production will involve extensive use of ‘blacklight’, a 
style in which the puppeteer is dressed in black velvet against a black velvet backdrop. All the puppets and 
props are painted in special fluorescent colours and the lighting is specially designed to make the puppeteer 
invisible in a magical setting. 

Mrs Michelle Antoniou  
 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
Term 3 will be an exciting term for Prep students as they continue to learn to effectively follow rules when 
participating in Physical Education activities.  The Victorian Curriculum stipulates that students will be involved 
in a range of activities that will build their confidence in their movement abilities.  The Prep students will spend 
a number of weeks developing their ball skills as they play a variety of games to help improve their co-
ordination and ball control.  Later in the term they will be introduced to some fun Indigenous games where they 
will practise working in teams to achieve a common goal. 

Mr Brad Hodges / Mrs Jamee Montebruno 
 
Digital Technologies  
The Term 3 focus for Prep students will be on increasing familiarity with the computer 
keyboard and becoming familiar with new computer programs.  In line with the Victorian 
Curriculum, the students will independently create and organise ideas and information.  They 
will use new Kid Pix program drawing and writing tools to design a diagram showing healthy food choices and 
an information poster about First Aid.  They will be introduced to the Photo Booth program in order to take a 
series of self-portrait photos using special effects filters. Some of the photos will be imported into an ‘All About 
Me’ poster about themselves when they are introduced to the Comic Life 3 program.  The students will be 
able to transfer knowledge about writing in Kid Pix textboxes to writing a heading in a fancy font style and 
writing in speech bubbles on their Comic Life 3 posters.  Students will be introduced to the Lego Digital 
Designer program to construct a 3D structure such as a house using a variety of digital Lego bricks. 

Ms Alisha Jessop / Mr Peter Mills 
 

Spanish 
¡Hola amigos!  This year we welcome the Prep students to the Spanish program at Iramoo.  The program will 
run for the second half of the year and give students the opportunity to develop an interest in the Spanish 
language and learn about its culture.  The Victorian Curriculum states that learning languages in addition to 
English extends students’ literacy repertoires and their capacity to communicate and that it strengthens 
students’ understanding of the nature of language, culture, and the processes of communication.  During Term 
3, we will compare the Spanish Alphabet (El alfabeto) to the English alphabet and learn some simple Spanish 
Greetings (Saludos) such as ‘Hola’ (Hello), and ‘Adiós’ (Goodbye).  To support and enhance the visiting 
Life Education Program to our school, as well as the Prep Integrated Studies unit of ‘Happy, Healthy, Me’, 
the students will finish the term learning some key vocabulary related to ‘Food and Healthy Eating’ (Comida 
Saludable).  I look forward to a fun and exciting term ahead.  ¡Hasta luego!                    

Señora Aquilina ☺ 
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