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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, May 7     Mother’s Day Stall 
Monday, June 14    Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday) 
Thursday June 24    Parent/Teacher Interviews and Pupil Free Day 
Friday, June 25    Last day Term 2, 2:30pm finish 
Monday, July 12    First Day Term 3, 8:50am start 
Monday, September 13   Year 4 Camp (Group 1) 
Wednesday, September 15   Year 4 Camp (Group 2) 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome back to Term 2!  We hope you have had an enjoyable holiday break and you are as excited 
as we are to start the new term!  We have lots of fascinating things to learn this term so we hope all 
of the students are ready to give their best effort.  
 
CURRICULUM 
LITERACY 
The main Writing focus for this term will be poetry and information reports.  Students will investigate 
the language and structures of poetry and write their own poems.  The students will be making strong 
links with our Integrated Studies topic:  ‘Australia and the Southern Hemisphere’; writing 
information reports about different places and animals found in the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
In Reading, we will be focusing on learning about Poetry and Non-fiction texts.  The students will 
read a large variety of poetry and analyse the meaning and structure of different poems.  There will 
also be a focus upon how poetry makes the reader feel different emotions.  When studying 
information reports the students will be furthering their knowledge about Australia and the Southern 
Hemisphere’s geography by reading and analysing a variety of different non-fiction texts.  This will 
include digital texts and books.  
 
To assist your child with Literacy at home you can: 
- ask what your child is reading about and writing about at school 
- visit your local library with your child and select books to read together 
- encourage your child to write about family experiences or events 
- allow them to make and write birthday cards, letters and thank you notes 
- encourage them to use ‘Reading Eggspress’ our online Literacy program. 
 
NUMERACY 
During Term 2, Year 4 children will be studying the following mathematics topics: 

 Measurement – including 2D and 3D shapes, Transformations and angles, Length, Perimeter 
and Area 

 Investigating multiplication, division, addition and subtraction methods 

 Fractions 

 Location and direction 

 Number patterns 

 Investigations with money 
 

To assist your child with Mathematics at home you can: 
- talk about maths in real life situations with your child 
- ask your child “What time is it?”, using digital and analogue clocks 
- encourage your child to use ‘Matific’ our online Maths program 
- involve your child in handling small amounts of money, e.g. paying for something and working out    
  how much change should be given 
- encourage your child to practise the multiplication facts 
- ask your child, “What is one thing you learnt in Maths today?” 
 



 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
Our Integrated Studies topic for Term 2 is ‘Australia and the Southern Hemisphere’ Students will 
gain a deeper understanding of Australia and other nations within the Southern Hemisphere.   They 
will learn how these places are similar to Australia, however they do have differences.   Students will 
also explore how these countries depend on their environment to survive and find ways to keep their 
environment sustainable. 
 
YEAR 4 CAMP 

Our Year 4 camp will take place for the first group of children from Monday, September 
13 - Wednesday, September 15 and then Wednesday, September 15 – Friday, 
September 17 for the second group of children.  The reason there are two groups is due 

to the large number of students in Year 4 again this year.  It is a residential camp at the Victorian 
Blue Light Camp in Maldon with a focus on Bike Education.  We would like as many children as 
possible to attend.  The cost of this camp will be approximately $240 and will require the children to 
have some wet weather clothing and a bike helmet.  More information will be provided as we get 
closer to the date.  Please note that only children with acceptable / safe behaviour are invited 
to attend our school camps. 
 
BIKE EDUCATION 
Next Term during Term 3, Year 4 students will participate in our Bike Education program.  This 
program will include theory-based lessons on bike and road safety and a practical component where 
students will practise their skills riding a standard 2-wheeled bicycle.  To ensure that all students are 
prepared for both Bike Education and Year 4 camp, please encourage your child to practise riding 
their bikes as often as possible. 
 
IPADS 
Last term, each student received their own iPad in a red protective survivor case, 
labelled with their name.  Year 4 classes have established clear guidelines on how 
to use and look after their iPads and developed consequences for incorrect use.  
 
Providing that the appropriate payment has been made and the correct forms have 
been returned, students are now taking their iPads home each night.  It is extremely important that 
your child brings his/her iPad fully charged to school each day and your assistance in ensuring the 
iPad is charged overnight is appreciated. 
 
HOMEWORK 
Each Monday, Year 4 children will continue to take home Mathematics homework.  This homework 
is a revision of the previous weeks learning and is designed for students to be able to complete 
independently and return each Thursday.  Year 4 students have a homework folder, which they keep 
their work in.   
 
In addition, students will also have daily home reading.  It is expected in Year 4 that students read 
for at least 20 minutes each night.  Please ensure that your child’s reading diary is signed and 
returned to school each day in their book bag.  Children will receive achievement stickers when they 
reach a certain number of days of home reading.  Children will be able to select books for home 
reading from our class and school library as well as choosing books from home and public libraries.  
Try to provide your child with a range of reading experiences at home such as reading to a sibling, 
having a story read to them as well as reading to you and independently.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter.  Please discuss the content with your child and 
encourage him/her to take some responsibility for the various actions and requirements needed.  
 

MS NELLIE DRISCOLL, MRS CYNTHIA LADGROVE, MR SHANE LAMBERT,   
MS LIESEL McGREGOR (TEAM LEADER) & MR IAN STOKES 

YEAR 4 TEACHERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 4 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
This term, Year 4 students will be exploring the topic of ‘Plants in Action’.   The Victorian 
Curriculum stipulates that through observational, imaginative and sensory investigations, students 
become more knowledgeable and discerning about their practices as a visual artist.  To enhance 
these skills, the students will begin by making a paper plate Venus Fly Trap before moving onto a 
mixed media pumpkin artwork, inspired by the vibrant dotty artworks of Japanese artist Yayoi 
Kusama.  To end the term, students will demonstrate their sculpting and construction skills with a 
mixed media Bonsai tree.  The skill focus will be on construction, painting and drawing.  
 
Performing Arts 
This term, Year 4 students will devise and film a comedy skit that will be transformed into an authentic 
looking Silent Movie after editing.   Later in the term, the students will begin learning the fundamentals 
of playing various percussion instruments, the keyboard, guitar, bass guitar and ukulele.  They will 
then apply these skills into playing as part of an ensemble.   Both of these major learning experiences 
comply with the Drama and Music components of the Victorian Curriculum focusing on the 
performance and communication of creative ideas to audiences.   
 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
In accordance with the Victorian Curriculum, Year 4 students will students further develop their 
knowledge about movement and how the body moves.  They will begin the term developing their 
jump rope skills individually and with the long rope.  A number of weeks will be spent learning the 
skills and rules of basketball.  This will give the students the opportunity to learn some of the sports 
they will participate in for Interschool Sport next year.  During these lessons, students will develop 
their passing and catching skills as well as learning about court position for offence and defence. 
Students will also be learning the skills and rules of tee-ball and softball focusing on striking and 
fielding.  During these lessons, students will participate in isolated skill development and will have 
the opportunity to use these skills in modified games.  To end the term, students will be practising 
their bowling skills by playing lawn bowls. 
 
Digital Technologies   
The students will continue to be engaged in the Robotics learning unit.  They will 
choose which Ozobot extension task they wish to further explore in the form of 
their own project.  Tasks to choose from will include: creating map circuits, block 
Coding using the Ozoblockly website and designing their own tricks or challenges showcasing 
the special functions of Ozobot robots.  In the second half of the term, the students will use the 
Numbers program to create a spreadsheet about favourite animated children’s films. The class 
survey data will be represented as a bar graph for students to explore how the same data can be 
represented in different ways as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.  The bar graphs will feature 
labels and an edited appearance according to personal preferences.  The spreadsheet 
presentation will be enhanced with animated film images chosen by the students from the internet 
to show the films voted by the class in the survey. 

Spanish 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 2!    I am very pleased that the Year 4 students have shown great  
enthusiasm towards learning the Spanish language and exploring Spanish culture – I am looking 
forward to the same level of engagement continuing throughout this term.  Topics that will be covered 
in Term 2 include ¿Cómo estás? (How are you?), Los Números (Numbers up to 100), Los Días 
de la semana (Days of the Week), Los Meses del año (Months of the Year), Los Cumpleaños 
(Birthdays) and Los Colores (Colours).  In accordance with the Victorian Curriculum, students will 
be supported to expand their use of the language in familiar interactions and situations, such as 
exchanging simple ideas and information.  They will be involved in surveying class members about 
their age, completing a ‘Birthday Scavenger Hunt’, writing a reflection about their favourite day of 
the week and locating colours in the school environment on a ‘Colour Walk’.  ¡Hasta luego!  Señora 
Aquillina ☺    
 

 


