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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, May 7   Mother’s Day Stall 
Monday, June 14   Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday) 
Thursday, June 24   Parent Teacher Interviews and Pupil Free Day  
Friday, June 25   Last day of Term 2, 2:30 p.m. finish  
Monday, July 12   First day, Term 3, 8:50am start 
 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
We hope you had an enjoyable and restful break.  It has been great to see the students 
settle back into learning so quickly and with such positive attitudes, especially with the 
swimming program starting from the beginning of the term.  We thank you for your support 
with this important program; the students have been very well organised and enthusiastic.  
 
CURRICULUM 
LITERACY  
Reading 
In Reading this term, we will be focussing on different types of poetry.  Students will be 
immersed in the rhythmic pattern of poems as well as exploring colour poems, poetry from 
other cultures and free verse poems.  Students will then move onto reading different text 
types, including both factual and fiction texts.  They will be involved in reading activities 
that focus on comprehension (gaining an understanding of what they have been reading) 
as well as continued work on decoding strategies (how they can read unknown words).   
 
We will focus on asking questions, identifying the features of factual texts, summarising 
and inferring how a character is feeling.  Students will also continue to build their reading 
stamina during Independent Reading.  During this daily program, students are reading 
books that are appropriate to their reading ability for longer periods of time.  Students are 
being supported to select their own books of interest from our classroom libraries to foster 
a love of books and an enjoyment of reading. 

Writing 
Students will continue working on the neatness of their handwriting in formal lessons each 
week.  We will focus on the size and shape of letters as well as controlling movements in 
order to write legibly.  Our spelling program will be extended this term and we will be 
focusing on the sounds that long vowels can make, as well as learning about digraphs 
(where two letters come together to make a new sound; e.g. ‘ch’) and consonant blends. 

 
Our daily writing program will be incorporated into our reading program where students will 
begin to write their own poems.  Students will proof read, revise and edit their writing for 
simple errors before having the chance to publish their work and participate in publishing 
parties to celebrate their writing.  Moving on from poetry, students will begin a unit on 
persuasive writing.  Students will ‘argue’ which books were more interesting, engaging 
their audience with valid reasons and evidence to support their claims.   
 
 
 
 
 



SPEAKING & LISTENING 
Students will be encouraged to talk about and describe their personal experiences in 
detail.  They will learn to listen and take turns during class discussions, oral presentations 
and group work. Students will also have opportunities to share their reading of poems with 
the class and complete a self-assessment on how well they think they completed the task. 
 
NUMERACY  
In Maths, students will begin the term by exploring the difference between volume and 
capacity.  We will cover the areas of multiplication, division, time, area, length and simple 
fractions such as halves and quarters.  Activities will be hands-on and differentiated to suit 
individual student needs.  We are very fortunate to have well-resourced maths shelves in 
every classroom where students are encouraged to use materials to assist them in solving 
mathematical problems.  This encourages problem-solving, assists with boosting 
confidence and independent learning behaviours.   
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES  
This term, students will be learning about Indigenous cultures through our Integrated 
Studies topic of ‘Walking with the Wadawurrung’.  Students will learn about how 
Indigenous people lived, their culture and art, and tools they used in their everyday life. 
Students will learn about how our local community has changed since Indigenous times 
and how aboriginal culture continues through stories and paintings.  
 
HOMEWORK  
Students are required to read a book each night.  Parents/guardians are asked to record 
the name of the book in the student diary and track the number of nights read.  When 
students have read for a certain number of nights, they receive a sticker and certificate in 
their diary.  Please assist us by reading with your child each night.  Students will be taking 
home their Magic 100 Word books this term.  These words are to assist students with 
reading and spelling.  They can practise reading the words each night and spelling them 
as well.  Teachers will be assessing students reading and writing of these words each 
week. 
 
To consolidate what students have been learning about in class, they will also receive an 
A4 grid of activities that they can complete at home.  Students can select a different 
activity to complete each night.  These activities will complement the learning that is being 
done at school.  Homework needs to be returned each Thursday and will begin in Week 3, 
on May 3. 

VERY IMPORTANT PERSON (VIP) PROGRAM 

Our VIP program will continue now that our swimming program has finished.  The purpose 
of this program is to:   

 assist our students’ with their speaking and listening skills  

 help develop their confidence 

 give them a chance to celebrate their successes with their peers 

 share information about themselves with others. 
 
The VIP will be selected each Friday and then be involved in various activities the 
following week.  When your child is selected to have their turn they will be asked to bring in 
a photo of themselves and their family, a few special items to discuss with the class, their 
favourite book, something that made them feel good, such as a certificate or trophy and 
they can share a special talent or joke.  You will receive more information when your child 
is our VIP. 
 

MRS CHARLOTTE CHAMBERS, MS DEANNE ELLIOTT (TEAM LEADER),  
MRS REBECCA HEENAN, MS JESSICA HUTCHISON & MS TEGAN MAYER-PETERS 

YEAR 2 TEACHERS 



SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 2 students will be learning about this term in our 
specialist areas. 
 
Visual Arts 
Famous artists from history will inspire the Year 2 students’ artwork this term.  Students 
will be introduced to great artists such as Vincent van Gogh and Paul Cezanne.  They will 
make artworks using different materials, techniques and processes to express their ideas, 
observations and imagination as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum for Visual Arts. In 
creating works using techniques inspired by the art movements that Vincent Van Gogh 
and Paul Cezanne belonged to, the students will achieve this.  The students will view and 
discuss some artworks by van Gogh before recreating the famous paintings ‘Sunflowers’ 
and ‘The Starry Night’.  They will be encouraged to share ideas with their classmates 
about the expressive choices they made in their artwork and will be invited to view others' 
work during the lessons, which is another requirement of the Victorian Curriculum.  To 
end the term, students will be exploring the works of Paul Cezanne, in particular his piece 
‘Still Life With Apples’.  They will complete both a painting and collage of a fruit bowl 
inspired by his artistic style. 
 
Performing Arts 
This term, the Year 2 students will participate in musical activities that relate to pitch and 
melody. After an introduction to Opera, in small groups they will create their own operas 
using the Opera Maker iPad application and participate in an operatic drama version of 
‘Hansel and Gretel’.  This is in line with the Victorian Curriculum for Music that states that 
students use their voices and instruments to improvise, arrange and perform music as well 
as explore and make decisions about ways of organizing sounds to communicate ideas.  
The students will also take a series of photos showing different feelings facial expressions 
in preparation for the editing component of their upcoming ‘Emotions Slideshow 
Presentation’. 
 
Physical Education (Phys. Ed) 
Year 2 students will begin the term developing the bouncing and catching skills required to 
play basketball. The Victorian Curriculum stipulates that students will develop personal 
and social skills such as co-operation, decision making, problem-solving and persistence 
during movement activities.  They will spend a number of weeks learning basic gymnastics 
skills that aim at developing co-ordination, mobility, strength, endurance, balance, health 
and good posture habits.  To conclude the term the students will be using skipping ropes 
to try skipping in a variety of different styles.  They will have opportunities to practise 
skipping both independently and in small groups. 
 
Digital Technologies  
Students will explore the Zoombinis strategy game by applying their 
problem solving skills to solve a variety of puzzles.  They will then be 
involved in a combined Digital Technologies and Performing Arts project in 
line with the Victorian Curriculum for students to create and organise ideas and 
information using information systems, and share these with known people in safe 
online environments.  This will take the form of an ‘Emotions Slideshow Presentation’ 
that will introduce students to the iMovie program. In preparation for the photo editing 
part of the Emotions Slideshow, students will be introduced to how to choose 
appropriate music effects to match their photos in the libraries of the Garage Band 
program.  The students will revise and extend their previous experience of Robotics 
using Cubetto robots.   A Cubetto is a small wooden robot that is part of a Coding kit 
that provides students with a hands-on introduction to computer programming. They will 
be encouraged to draw or make a physical maze for Cubettos to navigate by following 
directional instructions. 


