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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, May 7   Mother’s Day Stall 
Monday, June 14   Queen’s Birthday (Public Holiday) 
Thursday, June 24   Parent Teacher Interviews and Pupil Free Day 
Friday, June 25   Last day of Term 2, 2:30 p.m. finish  
Monday, July 12   First day, Term 3, 8:50am start 
 

 

Dear Prep Parent/Guardian 
We hope you had a restful and enjoyable holiday break and would like to welcome you to a 
busy and exciting Term 2.  The way in which the Prep children have settled into our school 
routines has been very pleasing and we look forward to sharing another highly rewarding 
term together. 
 
PREP STUDENT DISMISSAL 
It has been pleasing to see the Prep children continue to line up independently each morning 
and walk in with their class.  They developed excellent routines during Term 1, and we would 
like to see their independence and self-confidence continue to grow during Term 2. 
 
There is no staggered staggered dismissal at the end of the day for our Prep students.  They 
finish at 3:00pm and are dismissed from the Prep lining up area at the back of the school 
near the coloured footprints.  The Prep teachers walk the children out to the bricked area 
and wait until they have sited the person collecting them.  We would appreciate you making 
a prompt exit so that we can easily see who still needs to be picked up.  If your child hasn’t 
been collected by 3:15pm they will be taken to the office and the parents will be phoned.   
 
OUR PLAY EQUIPMENT IS OUT OF BOUNDS FROM 3:00PM – 3:15PM. 
Please ensure that all children stay away from the equipment between these times.   This 
allows us to ensure that all of our students are safely collected at the end of each day. 
 
CURRICULUM 
LITERACY 
In Term 2, the children will be continuing to build upon their existing knowledge of the 
alphabet and encouraged to use this knowledge to assist with reading and writing words.  
The children will learn to recognise and name the remaining alphabet letters in both 
uppercase and lowercase form and identify the common sounds that the letters can make. 
They will also continue to practise writing alphabet letters correctly during formal handwriting 
sessions conducted on a weekly basis.     
 
We are currently introducing the children to new letters and high frequency words each 
week.  Throughout the week, children are involved in a range of meaningful reading and 
writing activities, which incorporate the new letter(s) and word(s).  The high frequency words 
being taught are common words that the children will encounter in a range of books and use 
in their own writing.  A thorough knowledge of these words and the alphabet is crucial to 
your child’s Literacy development. 
 
To help your child become familiar with the alphabet and the high frequency words it is 
expected that your child practises the rhyme associated with each letter of the alphabet each 
night, located in their manilla folder.  They should also continue to practise reading the 
common words in their manilla folder.  The students are tested on these words each week.  
As they progress, they will receive new words to learn.   



 
The manilla folder containing the alphabet chart and high frequency word list is updated by 
your child’s teacher each week or as they progress in learning their words.  Please 
ensure that it is kept in your child’s blue take home reading bag.     
 
It is important for your child to continue to read at home to develop good ‘home learning’ 
routines, even in the first year of school.  We ask that children read their take home reading 
book with an adult every night.   
 
To help your child develop good home reading routines please: 

 Find a quiet area in the house to read the take home book together so that your child can 

concentrate. 

 Discuss the book first. Talk about what might happen in the story and use the pictures to 

help make sense of the story.  The book that is brought home each night should be easy for 

your child to read so that he/she can develop confidence and enjoy the reading experience 

with you.  More challenging books are read at school to allow the teacher to provide the 

necessary support and strategies to allow your child to develop their reading ability. 

 When your child has difficulty with a word, use the 3 Ps: 

Pause – allow a little time for your child to check the pictures and the words to try to work 

out the meaning by him/herself. 

Prompt – give a hint such as, “What might make sense there and start with that letter?” 

Praise all efforts.  If your child is still unsure after a try, tell him/her the word so that he/she 

doesn’t lose the meaning of the story. 

 After reading the book, ask your child simple questions about the story such as, “What was 

your favourite part?” and “What happened at the end of the story?” to help build your child’s 

comprehension skills.  

 Provide uninterrupted time for your child to read independently for at least 5 minutes each 

day.  

 Sign the reading diary each night and encourage your child to be responsible for returning 

the book, blue bag and diary each day. 

 
NUMERACY 
This term we will continue to develop students’ understanding of numbers 0 to 20 and 
beyond and explore basic addition and subtraction problems.  We will also cover the 
concepts of Space (shapes and location), Measurement (length, time and daily cycles) and 
Patterns. 
 

To help your child at home, include them in activities such as: 

 counting forwards and backwards to 20 and beyond from different starting points 

 counting objects around the house or on the way to and from school.  “Let’s count all 
the blue cars” 

 setting the table (counting the number of people and putting out the correct number of 
plates, glasses, forks etc.)  

 singing number songs such as ‘Five Little Ducks’ and ‘Ten In The Bed’ 

 sorting, organising and counting collections such as, clothes, toys, books, shells, rocks, 
birthday candles.  “Can you put all of the dolls together?”  How many red toys do you 
have?” 

 identifying objects at home and in your neighbourhood in the shape of circles, 
rectangles, squares and triangles 

 playing games of ‘Simon Says’ using location words (on, under, in, behind, next to, 
over, beside, between etc.)  e.g. “Simon Says put your hands on your head.  Simon 
Says put your hands behind your back”  



 comparing objects in relation to their length and mass.  “Is your book longer or shorter 
than the table?”  “Is the pencil heavier or lighter than the book?”  “Who is the tallest 
person in our family?” 

 discussing activities completed at a common time each day.  “We eat breakfast in the 
morning.  You have a bath in the evening.”  “What else do we usually do in the 
day/night?”  

 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
In Term 2, students will be studying the themes ‘Weather in my World’ and 'What's it made 
of?' 
 
Each day the weather affects our work and leisure activities.  The weather influences our 
decisions about what to wear and the things we do.  In 'Weather in my World', the children 
will explore how the weather affects what we do.  Children will develop an understanding of 
how there are four distinct seasons in a year, including how the weather changes daily and 
seasonally.  At the conclusion of the unit, children will be able to describe differences 
between each of the seasons. 
 
In 'What is it made of?' the children will develop an understanding of, and make 

connections between, objects, houses and buildings in our environment.  They will explore 

various strategies, tools and materials that can used to build different objects or things.  

Children will develop an awareness of how objects are made of different materials 

and are made for different purposes.  Children will design and create different 

objects from various fairy tales.  

To help the students to create their object, we are asking if you could send to 

school any materials that the children may use.  Materials such as plastic bottles 

and lids, plastic containers (e.g. yogurt tubs) or cereal boxes would be valuable.  

Please make sure that all materials are washed before they are sent to school. Thank 

you! 

ASSEMBLY 
On Monday mornings, the Prep children are now attending our whole school assemblies.  
As of Monday, May 3, children will be expected to line up at the front of the school for our 
whole school assemblies.  It is particularly crucial for your child to be at school by 8:45am 
each Monday to ensure that he/she does not miss the important information being shared 
at our whole school assemblies and has sufficient time to line up in the appropriate area with 
his/her class.  While the national anthem is playing, latecomers must wait until the end of 
the anthem before joining their grade.   
 
The Prep children have displayed excellent manners and been attentive listeners at all of 
the whole school assemblies that we have attended so far.  The Prep teachers are extremely 
proud of this respectful behaviour and look forward to seeing it continue for the rest of the 
year.   
 
From Tuesday through to Friday, the Prep children continue to line up in the usual place 
near our classrooms at the back of the school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARENT HELPERS 
Throughout the year, we will require families to support many of our programs, including 
excursions and helping in the classroom.  All helpers are required to have a current ‘Working 
With Children Check’.  A classroom helpers training program was run during Term 1, but 
you may still help in the classroom if you were unable to attend the program.  Please speak 
to your child’s teacher if you are able to volunteer your time.  When assisting in the 
classroom, you will need to sign in with the QR code available on the glass doors as 
you enter the main building and then sign in as a school visitor at the office before 
obtaining a visitor lanyard.  You must also sign out and return your lanyard before training.  
Classroom assistance is broken down into 1-hour blocks.  Your child’s teacher will discuss 
the best time for you to help in the classroom.   
 
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
It is important for children’s academic development that they attend school every day.  
Children who are frequently absent miss important learning time and sequential learning 
activities.  If your child is absent from school a signed note is required when they return to 
explain their absence.  To maximise children’s learning opportunities, it is also vital that they 
arrive at school on time.  School commences at 8:50am.  Children who are late must obtain 
a late pass from the office before entering their classroom.  Please aim to have your child 
at school by 8:45am each day.  This allows time for your child to go to the toilet before the 
bell and not interrupt his/her own literacy learning or the learning of other children.  
 

CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, AMY JAMES (TEAM LEADER),  
AN NGUYEN & SHARNI TROMP 

PREP TEACHERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Prep students will be learning about this term in our 
specialist areas. 
 
Visual Arts 
In Visual Arts during Term 2, Prep students will explore the topic of ‘Seasons in Art’.  They 
will learn about each of the seasons through creating artworks to represent each season of 
the year.  A ‘Beaded Umbrella’ for Spring, a painted collage ‘Sunny Days’ piece for 
Summer, a sponged ‘Autumn Tree’ depicting changing leaves and a ‘Snowy Owls’ mixed 
media piece for Winter.  The Victorian Curriculum for Visual Arts specifies that children 
experiment with different materials and techniques to make artwork.  In alignment with this, 
the students will be given opportunities to draw, colour, paint, sponge, thread and collage 
this term.  The students will be inspired by a number of artists and their work in picture 
storybooks and will continue to develop their vocabulary about the various techniques that 
artists use.  
 
Performing Arts 
Prep students will continue to participate in activities that involve singing, moving to music 
and playing simple musical instruments in Term 2.  As stated in the Victorian Curriculum, 
they will have the opportunity to rehearse and perform songs and short instrumental pieces, 
which they have learnt and composed.  The students will learn to tell a story using both 
instruments and voice, follow the beat of the music and develop skills using tempo (fast and 
slow) and dynamics.  They will use their developing acting skills to perform the story of ‘Snow 
White’ followed by an introduction to Opera through an interactive presentation of ‘Hansel 
and Gretel’.   

 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
Following the guidelines of the Victorian Curriculum, this term Prep students will develop 
and practise fundamental movement skills through active play and structured movement 
activities.  They will be introduced to basic ball skills such as throwing, catching, rolling and 
bouncing.  Students will have the skills demonstrated to them and they will be given the 
opportunity to practise each skill in groups, with a partner and by themselves.  Co-ordination 
and balance will be explored through gymnastics.  They will begin working with skipping 
ropes, developing basic skills in turning the rope and forward skipping.   
 
Digital Technologies  
Term 2 will continue to be an exciting time for Prep students as their 
independence and skills level continue to increase using technology.  This 
term’s focus is in line with the Victorian Curriculum that stipulates that 
students will recognise and explore patterns in data and represent data as pictures, 
symbols and diagrams.  They will learn how to construct a class graph using the Kid Pix 
program.  The students will participate in a survey about school holiday activities and then 
use various drawing and writing tools, and stickers to represent the survey data.  New 
Kid Pix image editing tools will be introduced when the students import digital photos of 
themselves into a document, crop the head part of the photo and then use a variety of 
drawing tools to create a detailed body attached to the head photo.  The final Kid Pix 
task for the term will be a diagram of different types of weather represented by labelled 
stickers.  A strategy game such as Super Tux will be introduced at the end of the term to 
assist the students to become more familiar with particular keys of the computer 
keyboard.  


