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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

Friday, October 23  AFL Grand Final Public Holiday 
Monday, November 2  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 3  Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 
Tuesday, December 8  Orientation Day (Prep and Year 7) 
Friday, December 18   Last day Term 4, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Year 6 Families  
 
What a year it has been!  We would like to begin by commending our students who have displayed resilience, 
independence and immense positivity during remote and flexible learning.  We are proud of the achievements 
made and smiles shared via screens each day.  Secondly, we would like to extend our biggest thank you to 
you, our parents/guardians who have provided support and patience to your child throughout these 
extraordinary times. 
 
It is certainly not the way we imagined ending and celebrating your child’s final year of primary school. 
However, as we enter Term 4 we will strive to make up for programs and experiences missed by incorporating 
all that we can back at school.  This newsletter contains valuable information about what is to be expected in 
the term ahead, as well as some excellent work samples that our Year 6 students completed during the remote 
and flexible learning period.     
 
TRANSITION BACK TO SCHOOL/STUDENT ORGANISATION 
It is important that we continue to work together to support students’ transition back to school, so that it is a 
positive one.  As the Year 6 students continue preparing to enter Year 7, it is extremely important that they 
consider their own organisational work habits and bring some of their independence that they’ve displayed 
during remote learning into the classroom.  Some ways that you can assist your child transitioning back to 
onsite learning have been outlined below:  

 ensure that your child attends school each day and has good punctuality 

 full and correct school uniform to be worn to school each day 

 discuss the importance of online safety when using their iPad and other technology 

 it is a requirement that students will continue using their diary to record their nightly reading; diaries 
are to be signed by a parent/guardian every night.  

 
LITERACY 
In Reading, students will continue to practise various strategies to support their understanding of the material 
that they read.  The strategies include understanding sequence, recognising cause and effect, finding word 
meaning in context and interpreting the author’s purpose.  Students will continue to record their thinking 
processes and build their reading stamina.  This term, the students will also be participating in a whole class 
novel study.  Throughout this study, the focus will be on understanding the complexity of characters, their 
struggles/journey and how it is related to the theme of the text.    
 
In Writing, students will be revising a range of text types and continuing to focus on their Writers’ Notebooks.  
Students will use the writing process (i.e. planning, composing, revising, editing and publishing) to create texts 
of their choice.  They will take a deeper look into the structure and features of narrative texts and work to create 
their own stories.  Our students will also participate in spelling investigations where they will learn about 
different spelling patterns and rules.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NUMERACY 
Students will continue to have a strong focus on consolidating and extending their number skills throughout 
Term 4.  They will continue to be exposed to problems that require them to challenge their own thinking and 
to look for more than one solution.  This aims to develop more independent work habits and to challenge each 
individual student.  Topics that will be covered this term include: 

 Positive and negative integers 

 Fractions 

 Addition and subtraction 

 Multiplication and division 

 BIDMAS 

 Financial Maths – percentage discounts and budgeting 

 Number & Algebra and Measurement & Geometry based Problem Solving investigations.  
 
CATCHING ON EARLY 
Students will continue to participate in ‘Catching On Early’ lessons which they were involved in during Year 5.  
‘Catching On Early’ is an evidence-based program founded on the latest research into health education and 
the personal development of children.  The program has been developed by the Victorian Department of 
Education & Training and the Department of Health & Human Services and is currently being delivered to Year 
5 and 6 students throughout our region.  It aims to educate and prepare students about the physical, social 
and emotional changes they will experience during puberty.  Our students will participate in a series of lessons 
throughout Term 4 and will be given homework tasks to discuss and work through at home with 
parents/guardians.  The unit will be delivered by Mr Graham Byworth and Mr Simon Little alongside classrooms 
teachers.  Parents who would like further information can contact Mr Byworth at school or access the 
Department of Education and Training website at:   
http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/ByPin?Pin=X25PYT&SearchScope=All 
 
If you do not give permission for your child to participate, please notify Mr Byworth in writing. 

Due to the challenging year that our students have experienced and are still experiencing, we will also be 
placing a major focus on Student Wellbeing.  During each week in Term 4, we will be conducting wellbeing 
lessons in our classrooms and out in the school yard, with an emphasis on physical activity.  

ORIENTATION DAY 
Year 6 students who are enrolled to attend a government secondary college are scheduled to have their full 
day Orientation on Tuesday, December 8.   This is a day where all Year 6 children throughout Victoria go to 
their 2021 secondary college  for the day and have the opportunity to see where their homeroom will be, meet 
their teachers, become familiar with the school grounds and begin to develop relationships with other students 
in their Year 7 class. 

At the moment we are unsure as to whether this will be able to occur.  As we receive more information, we will 
forward it on to all families. 

SUNSMART 
Term 4 is a ‘SunSmart’ term.  This means that your child needs to have a broad brimmed or legionnaires hat 

at school to wear outside at recess and lunch times, as well as during outdoor Physical 
Education lessons.  The hat should be labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure 
that your child has a suitable hat for when we return to onsite learning.   
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.  These are optional and should also be 
labelled with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.  
 
YEAR 6 FAREWELL 
Due to COVID19 restrictions, our 2020 End of Year Farewell for our Year 6 students will look very different to 
how it has in the past.  We are still finalising exactly how it will look but it is safe to say that it will not involve a 
large gathering of people in our school gym as it usually does.  More information will be sent home soon. 
 
The Year 6 team would like to thank all parents/guardians for their support this year and look forward to a 
positive ending to the year. 
 

KATELYN ARDLEY, JASMINE BLAS, MARK DOWNIE,  
ELISE HULTGREN & ASHLEY PATTERSON (TEAM LEADER) 

YEAR 6 TEACHERS 

http://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/Resource/ByPin?Pin=X25PYT&SearchScope=All


SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 6 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
With the help of specially filmed Visual Arts tutorials and drawing guides, Year 6 students explored Portraiture 
during Term 3 remote and flexible learning.  Each week the students learnt a new set of techniques and skills 
that they could employ to create a realistic portrait.  The end results were nothing short of amazing! Moving 
forward, students will experience a virtual tour of the National Gallery of Victoria’s 20th Century collection 
before creating an artwork inspired by a piece in the exhibit.  During Term 4, Year 6 students will have the 
opportunity to complete their highly anticipated unit on Street Art.  To conclude the year, students will have an 
opportunity to be involved in a textile activity. 
 
To uphold safe hygiene practices in the Art Room, students will not be able to use the shared art smocks until 
further notice.  All families are asked to ensure that their child/children have a named smock that they can 
keep in their bag or individual classroom tub/bag space.  We will not be keeping the students’ art smocks in a 
collective class tub.  If your child believes their smock may have been left in the Art Room, they are encouraged 
to find it in their next lesson, take it home and wash it before returning it to school.  Please do not feel the need 
to purchase a brand new smock, an old oversized shirt would also be appropriate.   Thank you in advance 
from Mrs Elevato, Mrs Chambers and Mrs Faranda. 

 
Performing Arts 
Mr Packham and Mrs Antoniou would like to say a big thank you for all of the effort that went into the Term 3 
tasks.  We received such wonderful ideas and feedback for the Year 6 Farewell Performance script.  The 
highlight was being able to watch the students audition for their performance roles via video submissions and 
receiving creative designs for the cover of the Year 6 Farewell USB card.  
 
Due to restrictions on large gatherings, we have decided to film the things that normally would have been 
performed live at our Year 6 Farewell Evening.  All of the Term 4 projects listed next will be included in this 
year’s e-Mag for everyone to enjoy watching at home.  The students will begin the term taking photos depicting 
the time they have spent at Iramoo.  An adaptation of the song, ‘Memories’ will be sung by the students as 
these photographs are displayed.  The students will then produce a video clip to accompany their Year 6 song 
composition, again reflecting aspects of their time at Iramoo.  Lastly, we will attempt to record on film the class 
skit that was prepared for the Farewell evening.  This addresses the Victorian Curriculum for the Arts directive 
that stipulates students plan, produce and present media artworks, including their own compositions, for 
specific audiences and purposes using devised and scripted drama and expressive and performance skills 
they have learnt. 

 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
Mr Hodges would like to congratulate our Year 6 students and parents for all of their hard work and commitment 
during remote and flexible learning in Term 3.  It was really terrific to view students practising skills, creating 
videos and keeping active while learning from home. This term Year 6 students will apply their understanding 
of movement strategies and concepts when creating movement sequences and participating in games and 
sport as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum.  Students will be expanding their knowledge of game sense by 
playing a number of different sports.  Beginning with netball, they will be learning the court positioning for 
offense and defense as well as the teamwork strategies used during game play. Knowledge and skills about 
attacking and defending will then be transferred and enhanced when students explore soccer and lacrosse.  
Students will then finish the year implementing a range of skills they have learnt throughout primary school 
about teamwork and problem solving as they participate in a variety of fun, co-operative games. 

 
Digital Technologies 
Throughout the remote and flexible learning period in Term 3, the Year 6 students 
impressed their Digital Technologies teachers with their creativity and digital design skills 
when creating a range of different animations.  Through the use of Keynote and other new 
animation platforms, many of the students demonstrated their ability to apply themselves and produce work of 
a consistently high standard.  It was particularly enjoyable to see the students’ short animation stories being 
brought to life in such a fun and engaging way using Animation Desk and FlipaClip animation applications.  
The students are to be commended for the effort and skill that they demonstrated when using the various 
animation tools and features on their digital devices to create such excellent animations. 
 
 
 



The Digital Technologies teachers were very excited to welcome back all the students to school in Term 4.  
The students have begun the term with an open-ended task about their personal best times at Iramoo.  They 
will choose to create a slideshow, movie, animation or poster containing writing, photos, animations and their 
own drawings.  Then they will move onto compiling their individual photographic contributions to the Year 6 
Farewell presentation. The main focus for this term is the highly anticipated Robotics learning unit about 
Ozobots robots.  The students will revise how to use colour codes to give their robots movement directions.  
As an extension activity, they will be introduced to the ozoblockly.com Coding website to explore basic block 
coding and program their Ozobots to change colours, dance and perform special moves.  This is in line with 
the Victorian Curriculum that recommends that students apply decision-making skills and devise visual 
solutions to problems. 

 
Spanish Club 
Year 6 Spanish: 
¡Hola y bienvenidos! Señorita Andres and Señora Arenas would like to thank the Year 6 students for the big 
effort they put in during remote and flexible learning in Term 3.  It was wonderful to see them maintain their 
enthusiasm for language learning.  This term Year 6 students will be exploring Spain's history and its influence 
on many Latin American countries.  Another key topic for this term will be learning the names of ‘Profesiónes’ 
(Careers/Jobs).  The students will be using the new vocabulary in a game of Spanish Charades with their 
peers.  Towards the end of the term, students will learn about how different countries around the world 
celebrate the Festive Season.  As stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum, it is important for students to identify 
aspects of the Spanish language and culture that are similar or different to their own. We are looking forward 

to a great term.  ¡Adios amigos! Señora Arenas y Señorita Andres.  😊  

 
Science  
Marvellous Microorganisms 
The Science topic during Term 3 remote and flexible learning was ‘Regenerative Australia’.  This topic will 
continue to be studied in secondary school Biological Science from Year 7 to Year 12.  Iramoo students were 
not able to complete the topic ‘Change Detectives’ last term due to the difficult logistics of resources needed 
to complete the required investigations.  Students are encouraged to look through the website links listed 
below to get some understanding of the Chemical Science concepts that they may be required to have an 
understanding of going into Year 7 Science: 
https://www.toppr.com/guides/science/separation-of-substances/reversible-and-irreversible-changes/ 
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/chemistry.html 
 
Learning about microorganisms is more important than ever at this moment in time as the world is in the midst 
of a pandemic.  The majority of this term’s learning unit will now be taught onsite at school.  Year 6 students 
will look at what microorganisms are and how they can be beneficial and detrimental to humans and the Earth’s 
environment.  
 
Students will carry out simple investigations on microorganisms and have the opportunity to bake bread in 
order to understand how microorganisms behave and can be used in food production.  They will continue to 
learn about the concept of fair testing when carrying out an investigation and more specifically about identifying 
what independent variables and dependent variables are.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.toppr.com/guides/science/separation-of-substances/reversible-and-irreversible-changes/
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/chemistry.html


REMOTE & FLEXIBLE LEARNING WORK SAMPLES 
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This represents the animals and the humans being friends and getting water from the water hole. 
Ariahna, 6MD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nikita, 6BE 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Jessica, 6BL 


