
IRAMOO PRIMARY SCHOOL NO. 5152 
 

YEAR 4 NEWSLETTER 
TERM 4 

October 2020 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, October 23  AFL Grand Final Eve, (public holiday)  
Monday, November 2  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 3   Melbourne Cup Day, (public holiday)  
Friday, December 18  Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
After a very busy and challenging year, Term 4 is finally here and the students are back to onsite learning!   
 
The Year 4 teachers are so proud of their students’ efforts during remote learning.  Each day we were so 
thankful to the students who attended the Google Meets, and submitted their work through Google Classroom.  
We understand that these are very trying times and we congratulate the efforts by all involved. The Year 4 
teachers give you all our most sincere THANK YOU.  
 
Year 4 children are only one term away from being in Year 5, so it is essential that students are punctual and 
attend school each day to ensure that they do not miss any valuable learning opportunities.  Students who 
arrive late to school are reminded to report to the office in order to obtain a late pass.  This time of the year is 
also extremely important to prepare students for the following year and we expect our Year 4 students to 
become increasingly independent.   
 
LITERACY 
During Term 4, our Reading focus will be on reading comprehension techniques and strategies that are used 
to support comprehension:  Question, Answer and Response and book reviews.  Students will also be 
working in groups and individually to enable them to become more independent readers.  Most children in 
Year 4 are now able to read fluently and the next step for them is to further develop their comprehension skills. 
 
This term, our main Writing focus will be realistic fiction texts, looking at the how characters and settings are 
developed.  The students will also be learning about the structure of plots in short stories and the use of 
interesting vocabulary to provide detail about settings, characters and events. 
 
NUMERACY 
During Term 4, students will continue to be provided with a challenging program to build on the skills and 
knowledge they have learnt throughout the year.  
Year 4 children will be studying the following Mathematics topics: 

 Place value. 

 Fractions and decimals. 

 Tessellations. 

 The order in which to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in equations. 

 Measurement including time and angles. 

 Solving mathematical problems via investigation projects.  
 
Year 4 teachers have been pleased to see the computer programs Matific and Reading Eggspress being 
utilised at home by some students.  These are great tools for students to use to consolidate their 
understandings of key concepts in mathematics and to further develop their reading skills.  All Year 4 students 
can access Matific and the Reading Eggspress website from any computer or iPad connected to the internet 
using their own individual username and password. 

Matific can be found at www.matific.com  
ABC Reading Eggspress can be found at www.readingeggs.com.au 

 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
Students will begin Term 4 by producing a Passion Project.  This project will focus on research and 
presentation skills on a topic of their own choosing.  Following this, students will participate in a series of Drug 
Education lessons and activities.  They will learn what a drug/medicine is and that drugs/medicines can be 
helpful or harmful. 
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 

For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of Christmas activities.   It is an exciting 
time of the year and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students.   If there is any cultural, religious 
or other reason why your child should not participate in Christmas activities, please notify your child’s teacher 
before the beginning of December.  
 

http://www.matific.com/
http://www.readingeggs.com.au/


 
1:1 IPADS 
The Year 4 iPads have been an extremely engaging learning tool this year, they have been used in a wide 
range of activities, and have been an essential tool during remote learning.  We have been very pleased with 
the overall responsibility students have demonstrated in respecting and caring for their iPads.  Expectations of 
how to use the iPads appropriately and cyber safety have been a continual focus throughout the year.  We 
encourage you to continue this discussion at home and monitor your child’s internet use very carefully, 
particularly in the area of social media.   
 
When your child takes his/her iPad home, please ensure that they have it fully charged so that it is 
ready to use and return it to school the following day.   
 
In line with the Iramoo iPad Program guidelines, we will be collecting all Year 4 students’ iPads at the end of 
Term 4 this year.   We will be checking hardware and conducting software updates.   Collection will begin on 
Monday, December 14, 2020.   We will not be collecting the chargers.  Students who have paid the full co-
payment amount will have their iPads reissued to take home over the school Christmas holidays.  The rest will 
be stored at school and reissued in 2021.  Further information about the process will be sent out at a later 
date. 

 
NELLIE DRISCOLL, ANDREW LISHMAN,  

 IAN STOKES & LIESEL MCGREGOR (TEAM 4 LEADER) 
YEAR 4 TEACHERS 

 
 

 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 4 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
The Visual Arts teachers were very proud of and excited about the work the students produced and uploaded 
during Term 3 remote and flexible learning.  Over the course of the term, the students’ drawing skills noticeably 
improved when they explored three dimensional, optical illusion and perspective art.  In Term 4 the students 
will be looking at a range of artists who work with different materials to create different forms of art. Students 
explore how and why artists, craftspeople and designers realise their ideas through different art forms as 
outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.   Upon their return to school, Year 4 students will recreate art inspired by 
renowned historical artists.  They will begin by collaging an artwork inspired by Henri Matisse.  They will then 
use oil pastel and ink to create an abstract creation with colour, shape and texture in the style of Wassily 
Kandinsky.  The students will complete their artist study with a textural artwork that employs one point 
perspective, inspired by Edvard Munch’s famous work, ‘The Scream’.  The students will end the Term 4 with 
some Christmas themed artworks celebrating their hard work and huge achievements this year. 
 
To uphold safe hygiene practices in the Art Room, students will not be able to use the shared art smocks until 
further notice.  All families are asked to ensure that their child/children have a named smock that they can 
keep in their bag or individual classroom tub/bag space.  We will not be keeping the students’ art smocks in a 
collective class tub.  If your child believes their smock may have been left in the Art Room, they are encouraged 
to find it in their next lesson, take it home and wash it before returning it to school.  Please do not feel the need 
to purchase a brand new smock, an old oversized shirt would also be appropriate.  
Thank you in advance from Mrs Elevato & Mrs Faranda. 

 
Performing Arts 
Mrs Antoniou would like to say a big thank you for all of the effort that went into the Term 3 tasks.  She received 
such wonderful videos showing the incredible percussion skills of the Year 4 students.  The highlight was being 
able to watch the skills of the students’ progress each week despite the physical distance and hearing all of 
the feedback about how much fun the students were having with the tasks. 
 
During the remote and flexible learning period, the Year 4 students devised a scary movie script describing 
events about an abandoned school.  In Term 4 they will film this story before editing the film clips.  The students 
will then be given the opportunity to play the rhythm patterns, chords and the melody to chosen songs on 
various instruments such as keyboard, guitar, and drums as well as providing vocals.  Students will perform 
what they have learnt as part of an ensemble.  This learning supports the Victorian Curriculum Music statement 
that stipulates that students accurately and expressively perform songs and instrumental music as well as 
identify features of the music they have learnt.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Physical Education (P.E.) 
Mr Hodges would like to congratulate our Year 4 students and parents for all of their hard work and commitment 
during remote and flexible learning in Term 3.  It really was fantastic to view students practicing skills, creating 
videos and keeping active while learning from home.  When we return to onsite learning during Term 4, 
students will explore the features of activities and learn about benefits of regular physical activity as stipulated 
in the Victorian Curriculum.  They will test their running endurance by completing the beep test.  The focus will 
be on trying to improve their score from the beginning of the year.  The skills required to play cricket and 
lacrosse will be a focus for a number of weeks as the students learn more about how to play each game. To 
conclude the term students will participate in a variety of co-operative games to better enhance their ability to 
work in teams and strategise to solve problems.  

 
Digital Technologies 
In the Term 3 remote and flexible learning setting, the Year 4 students amazed their Digital 
Technologies teachers with their consistent effort and desire to explore new learning 
activities.  It was very pleasing to see how the students adapted to using a variety of digital 
devices, followed the tutorial videos and uploaded their work to Google Classroom.  The teachers were very 
proud of the way the students extended previous knowledge and acquired new skills using a variety of Google 
Apps (applications) and particularly Comic Life 3 on their own school iPads.  It was wonderful to see the 
informative and creative work samples submitted online that showed individual effort, whole class participation 
and some family involvement.  The students particularly loved creating Comic Life 3 posters, presenting graphs 
on spreadsheets and using Google Apps (applications). 
 
The Digital Technologies teachers are very excited and looking forward to welcoming back all the students to 
school in Term 4.  The students will begin the term creating a Google Slides or Keynote slideshow about school 
holiday highlights and exciting things that they have been doing.  This open-ended task will encourage students 
to creatively organise their ideas using text box writing, colour designs, photos, clip art and their own drawings. 
The major focus for this term is the highly anticipated Robotics learning unit introducing Ozobots robots.  The 
students will learn how to use colour codes to give their robots movement directions.  They will then apply this 
skill in small groups when designing a pirate treasure map for navigating the Ozobots around the island to find 
the location of the treasure.  This is in line with the Creating Digital Solutions component of the Victorian 
Curriculum that stipulates that students will define simple problems, and describe and follow a sequence of 
steps and decisions. 
 
Smooth Moves 
Science is an essential area of learning that allows students to gain an understanding of the world around 
them.   Year 4 students completed the Science unit called ‘Among the Gumtrees’ in Term 3 through remote 
and flexible learning.  The participation rate in this was very high and the Year 4 students and families are to 
be commended on their fantastic effort during a challenging time.  All Science teaching at Iramoo is in 
accordance with the Victorian Curriculum that focuses on scientific understanding and inquiry skills. 
 
Starting in Week 6 of this term, Year 4 students will complete the topic ‘Smooth Moves’.  It is expected that 
students will be able to complete this unit of work at school.  Students will be encouraged to reflect on what 
they already know about forces such as gravity and air resistance.  They will then plan and carry out an 
investigation on comparing different forces that are on the ground, in the air and in water.  They will make 
predictions about what they think will happen, be introduced to the concept of fair testing, record results and 
reflect on the outcome.  Students will explore a range of scientific vocabulary to support their understanding 
of the key ideas in this topic.  
 
 
 


