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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, October 23  AFL Grand Final Eve, (public holiday)  
Monday, November 2  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 3   Melbourne Cup Day, (public holiday)  
Friday, December 18  Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to Term 4!  We hope that you have had an enjoyable and restful break, despite the restrictions that 
are still in place.  The Year 3 teachers are extremely proud of the effort our students and families put into their 
learning last term.  We are excited to be back at school and have planned many positive and educational 
learning experiences for this term. 
 
The aim of this newsletter is to inform you about important events and activities in Year 3.  We know that in 
the current climate information is constantly changing, so please also refer to Compass and our school 
newsletters for the most up to date information. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s classroom teacher or phone the school on  9741 2803. 
 
CURRICULUM 
Literacy 
Our Reading and Writing tasks will be closely connected this term.  To begin with, students will participate in 
a novel study, with our main focuses being summarising chapters and understanding characters.  We will also 
be reading and writing different types of poetry.  This will include haiku and cinquain poems as well as learning 
about various poetry features.  Students will explore a different non-fiction genre, by reading and writing simple 
explanation texts.  Students will continue to write independently and will also be encouraged to correct some 
of their own mistakes in order to continue to develop their editing and revising skills. Our weekly spelling 
investigations will also continue this term. 
 
To assist your child with literacy at home you can: 

 Listen to your child read each night and sign their diary. 

 Ask your child questions about what he/she has read to develop their comprehension. 

 Encourage your child to summarise what he/she has read. 

 Encourage your child to write about a variety of topics. 

 Provide opportunities for your child to complete activities on Reading Eggs or Reading Eggspress. 
 
Numeracy 
In Term 4 students will be exposed to many different mathematical concepts, with our major focus being 
Number and Algebra based topics.  As students progress through the term they will build upon their 
knowledge of many key areas that have been introduced previously. We have planned a variety of engaging 
learning tasks and have incorporated hands-on and digital learning opportunities, as well as teaching specific 
strategies.  Problem solving skills will continue to be developed and Matific will continue to be used regularly 
to reinforce new concepts as well as revising concepts already taught this year.  Below are some of the topics 
that students will be learning about: 

 Place Value 

 Addition & Subtraction 

 Division & Multiplication 

 Recalling Number Facts 

 Fractions 

 Money 
 
To assist your child with numeracy at home you can: 

 Talk to your child about maths in real life situations. 

 Assist your child with reading analogue and digital times.  

 Involve your child in cooking when you are making something simple, especially measuring using 
millilitres (ml) and grams (g). 

 Encourage your child to identify fractions at home. 

 Talk to your child about the distance you travel, e.g. home to school or home to the supermarket. 
 
 



Integrated Studies  
Our students will be participating in several ‘Design and Creativity’ Technology projects this term.  Our focus 
will be on understanding design briefs, creating thoughtful designs, following a plan in the ‘construction phase’ 
and reflecting on their design at the end of the process. 
 
We know that our students have missed working with their classmates, so these tasks have been designed for 
students to work with a partner or small group. 
 
Students will also participate in several sports and teamwork related activities as a continuation of our Active 
Kids program from Term 3.  Students will work with all of the Year 3 teachers for these activities, which we are 
really looking forward to.  
 
HOMEWORK 
Weekly homework will be a little bit different this term than it has been in the past.  Students will receive a 
‘homework rubric’ each Monday.  This will outline eight different tasks, including some digital options.  This 
rubric or grid can be used in a similar way to the optional grids we had for remote learning last term.  Students 
choose one task to complete each day, in addition to their daily reading.  They do not need to complete all 
tasks, but should aim to finish 4 tasks by the end of the week.  
 
Students are still expected to read at home every day.  This can be recorded in their take home reading diary.  
A reading log will be provided on the back of the homework page and your child can record their home reading 
on this if they are unable to find their diary.  

 
SUNSMART 
Term 4 is a ‘SunSmart’ term.  This means that your child needs to have a broad brimmed or legionnaires hat 

at school to wear outside at recess and lunch times, as well as during outdoor Physical 
Education lessons.  The hat should be labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure 
that your child has a suitable hat for when we return to onsite learning.   
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.  These are optional and should also be 

labelled with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.  

WATER BOTTLES 
Students are encouraged to bring a plastic or metal bottle of plain water to school, which they can leave on 
their work tables and drink throughout the day as needed.  (No sweet or sticky drinks please.) 
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of activities about Christmas and other 
celebrations.  It is an exciting time of the year and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students, 
especially given the extraordinary year 2020 has been.  If there is any reason why your child should not 
participate in these Christmas/celebration type activities, please notify your child’s teacher before the beginning 
of December. 
 
CELEBRATING STUDENT WORK 
Our students worked very hard researching and writing information reports about endangered animals last 
term.  They also used their knowledge to create habitat maps and independent writing tasks.  We are very 
proud of their efforts and have shared some student work below. 
 
 
 
 

ALISTAIR BURRELL, CAITLIN CLANCY (TEAM LEADER), 
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Information Report excerpt, Thalia 3AB 

 

Dolphin Habitat Map, Aaliya 3CC 
 

 

 
Information Report excerpt, Brody 3SM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information Report excerpt, Tyson 3DE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 3 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
We have been very proud of and excited about the work the students produced and uploaded during Term 3 
remote and flexible learning.  Over the course of last term, the students’ drawing skills noticeably improved 
when they explored three dimensional, optical illusion and perspective art.  In Term 4 the students will be 
looking at a range of artists who work with different materials to create different forms of art.  Upon their return 
to school, Year 3 students will be learning about some Japanese artists and exploring Japanese art and culture. 
They will be experimenting with visual conventions and styles from different cultures to create particular visual 
effects in their artworks, as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum for Visual Arts.  Students will begin by creating 
a beautiful miniature koi kite and then an artwork that will include Japanese Kanji (words) as well as a 3-
dimensional fish.  They will then make a mask inspired by a traditional Japanese dragon, focusing on folding 
and construction.  To end the term, students will celebrate their hard work and achievements this year with 
some Christmas themed artworks.  
 
To uphold safe hygiene practices in the Art Room, students will not be able to use the shared art smocks until 
further notice.  All families are asked to ensure that their child/children have a named smock that they can 
keep in their bag or individual classroom tub/bag space.  We will not be keeping the students’ art smocks in a 
collective class tub.  If your child believes their smock may have been left in the Art Room, they are encouraged 
to find it in their next lesson, take it home and wash it before returning it to school.  Please do not feel the need 
to purchase a brand new smock, an old oversized shirt would also be appropriate.  Thank you in advance from 
Mrs Elevato & Mrs Faranda. 
 
Performing Arts 
Mrs Antoniou would like to say a big thank you for all of the effort that went into the Term 3 tasks.  She received 
such wonderful video submissions showing the incredible puppetry and percussion skills of the Year 3 
students.  The highlight was seeing the students put together their knowledge of ‘Fractured Fairytales’ from 
their work in their classroom to develop a unique play and script for their puppets. 
 
In Term 4, the Year 3 students will begin with completing the percussion learning activities.  Following this, the 
students will then learn to play the ukulele by following a detailed PowerPoint presentation.  This involves 
reading charts and playing chords to songs and set pieces in time with the beat.  This is in alignment with the 
Victorian Curriculum for Music that states that students use music terminology to discuss and identify features 
of music they perform.   The Victorian Curriculum for Drama stipulates that students use relationships, tension, 
time and place and narrative structure when improvising and performing devised and scripted drama.  The 
students will be provided with a variety of open ended drama situations and will improvise outcomes while 
staying in character.  These improvisations will in turn be extended into short plays. 

 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
Mr Hodges would like to congratulate our Year 3 students and parents for all of their hard work and commitment 
during remote and flexible learning in Term 3.  It really was pleasing to view students practising skills, creating 
videos and keeping active while learning from home.  During Term 4, Year 3 students will further develop their 
knowledge about movement and how the body moves as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.  They will test 
their running endurance by completing the beep test, trying to improve on their score from the beginning of the 
year.  They will then spend a number of weeks building their knowledge and skills of cricket and lacrosse.  To 
end the term, Year 3 students will participate in a variety of co-operative games where the focus will be on 
using teamwork and strategies to problem solve. 
 
Digital Technologies 
During the Term 3, remote and flexible learning period it was wonderful to see student 
engagement and effort in Digital Technologies activities steadily increase.  The students 
thoroughly enjoyed extending their knowledge of Coding and Robotics when exploring the 
interactive Shape Tracer 1 website, where they showed excellent problem solving skills to help their digital 
robot successfully follow a set path.  It was also fantastic to see the effort and creativity that the students 
demonstrated when completing their poster or presentation about their favourite planet.  For this task they 
were able to use a variety of different programs on their devices to further develop their digital design skills 
and the work that was submitted was of an outstanding standard. 
 
The Digital Technologies teachers are very excited and looking forward to welcoming back all the students to 
school in Term 4.  The students will begin the term by recording survey votes in tally format and then creating 
a Google Sheets or Numbers program spreadsheet column graph representing their teachers’ favourite zoo 
animals.  The main focus for the term will be editing Green Screen movies filmed earlier in the year in 
Performing Arts lessons.  They will use various iMovie program features, Kid Pix background images and 
GarageBand music.  This is in line with the Victorian Curriculum that states individually and with others, plan, 
create and communicate ideas and information safely. 
 


