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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, October 23  AFL Grand Final Eve, (public holiday)  
Monday, November 2  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 3   Melbourne Cup Day, (public holiday)  
Friday, December 18  Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome back to school for the last term of the year and what a year it has been!  We are so pleased to see 
the Year 2 students physically back at school.  We have been so proud of all of the hard work that the children 
have put in to continuing with their learning during Term 3.  Many students have achieved fantastic new skills 
in such a short time.  They have learnt how to use new technology, access their learning and resources online, 
manage their time effectively to attend their reading group lessons and Google Meet sessions and submit their 
work to their teacher to receive feedback.  It has been a year like no other and our students have demonstrated 
great resilience and determination.  We would like to thank the parents and carers.  We know it has been 
challenging and we appreciate all of your support and communication.  
 
Term 4 will be an exciting and busy term and we look forward to your continued support in the education of 
your child.  Our main priorities will be Wellbeing and Equity, Learning & Excellence and Transitions.  We will 
spend some time getting back into good class routines and learning behaviours, as well as focusing on the 
fundamentals of reading, writing and maths.  
 
LITERACY CURRICULUM 
Reading 
Students will be reading different text types, with a particular focus on understanding the characters and events 
in fiction texts.  They will be involved in reading activities that are centred around answering questions about 
narrative stories and reading comprehension (gaining an understanding of what they have been reading).  
Students will also be continuing with our Independent Reading program where they concentrate on improving 
their reading skills and extending their reading ‘stamina’.  During this daily program, students will read books 
that are appropriate to their reading ability for longer periods of time.   
 
Writing 
Students will continue working on their handwriting in formal handwriting lessons each week.  We will focus 
on the size and shape of letters, as well as controlling movements in order to write legibly.  Our spelling 
program will be extended this term as we will be focusing on adjectives, synonyms, antonyms, double 
consonant letters, silent e and continued work on frequently used words. 
 
Our daily writing program will be incorporated into our reading program, where children will begin to write their 
own narrative stories in which the main character encounters a problem that needs to be resolved.  Students 
will proof read, revise and edit their writing for simple errors before having the chance to publish their work and 
participate in publishing parties to celebrate their achievements.  
 
Speaking and Listening 
The children will be encouraged to talk about and describe their personal experiences in detail.  They will learn 
to listen and take turns during class discussions, oral presentations and group work. 

 
Numeracy 
During Term 4, students will continue to build on their mathematical knowledge and skills through open-ended 
and practical learning experiences.  Children will particularly focus on place value (reading and ordering 
numbers), counting, addition, multiplication, division, time, geometry and fractions.  They will continue to be 
given the opportunity to use calculators to check their work to provide them with immediate feedback about 
the accuracy of their calculations.  There will be a focus on reading analogue clocks, as well as naming two-
dimensional and three-dimensional shapes and exploring their features, similarities and differences.  Students 
will continue to participate in weekly problem solving tasks and investigations where maths is connected to 
real life situations.  
 
 



Integrated Studies: 
Our main topic for Term 4 is ‘Toys: Push & Pull’ and the forces that help toys move i.e. push, 
pull.  This will complement our classroom program and will be integrated throughout some of our 
reading, writing and mathematics tasks.  Students will plan, design, measure, build and evaluate 
their own toy.  They will then give a brief oral presentation about their toy to the class, further 
developing their speaking and listening skills.   
 

 
HOME READING and HOMEWORK: 
We ask you to ensure that your child’s take home book is read every day under your supervision 
and that their reading diary is signed and returned to school every day.  It is important that they 
read the books sent home from school to consolidate at their own ability level.  Books are meant 
to be easy to develop confidence and comprehension (understanding).  Encourage and celebrate 
all of your child’s efforts and ask them questions about each book after reading to ensure that 
they understand what they have read.  They are more than welcome to then read some of their 
own books relating to their interests afterwards.  There are also high frequency words included 
in the reading diary that can be used for additional reading and spelling practice. 
 
This term we will also have a modified homework program focusing on reconnecting and building relationships. 
Students will receive some wellbeing-based tasks to complete for homework to assist them in stepping away 
from screens and ease the pressures of school work.  Tasks will focus on other important life skills such as 
their social and emotional needs, while sometimes incorporating educational concepts e.g. measuring through 
cooking or counting through games.  Activities will assist with the development of turn taking skills, gross motor 
and fine motor skills, analytical skills, managing emotions and speaking and listening skills.  These activities 
are designed to be completed independently or as a whole family.  
 
SUNSMART 
Term 4 is a ‘SunSmart’ term.  This means that your child needs to have a broad brimmed or legionnaires hat 

at school to wear outside at recess and lunch times, as well as during outdoor Physical 
Education lessons.  The hat should be labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure 
that your child has a suitable hat for when we return to onsite learning. 
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.  These are optional and should also be 
labelled with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.  
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of Christmas activities.  It is an exciting 

time of the year and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students.  If you do not want your 
child to participate in Christmas activities for any cultural, religious or other reason, please notify your 
child’s teacher before the beginning of December. 
 
 

MS TAMIKA CAMERON, MS MICHELLE DORAIS, MRS REBECCA HEENAN 
MRS AMY JAMES (TEAM LEADER), MR ALISTER MURNANE 

YEAR 2 TEACHERS 
 

LET’S CELEBRATE:  
To say goodbye to remote and flexible learning and celebrate all of the amazing efforts from our 
students, here are some outstanding student work samples completed during lockdown 2.0!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
Angus, 2TC              Jack, 2TC 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information reports about Wombats 
What does a Wombat look like? 
A wombat has a small body and they have four legs. They 
have a furry body, a black nose and small ears. They use 
claws to dig under the ground. 
 
What do Wombats eat? 
Wombats eat grass. They eat different kinds of grass such 
as snow grass, wallaby grass and kangaroo grass. They also 
eat bark, shoots and roots. They also eat leaves. 
 
Where do Wombats live? 
Wombats live in burrows. They dig holes under the ground 
to make their burrows. They often come and go from their 
burrows. 
 
How do Wombats move? 
Wombats move with four legs. They have claws to dig 
burrows and they can also run up to 40 km per hour. 
 
Other interesting facts about Wombats? 
Wombats are the second largest marsupial in Australia. A 
baby wombat is called a joey. A female wombat us called a 
Jill and a male wombat is called a Jack. 
 
Allison, 2AM 

 

Information report about Koalas 
What does a Koala look like? 
The Koala might look cuddly but it has very sharp teeth 
and very sharp claws. Koalas have a pouch which means 
they are marsupials.  
 
What do Koalas eat? 
Koalas live in eucalyptus trees and eat gum leaves which 
can be toxic to other animals. They spend nearly all of 
their time in trees.  
 
Where do Koalas live? 
Koalas live in the eucalyptus forests of Southern and 
Eastern Australia. When they are not sleeping, they are 
eating. 
 
How do Koalas move? 
Koalas have strong arms and legs as well as large feet with 
sharp claws. These claws help them move about amongst 
the trees. 
 
By Julius, 2AM 

My Holidays 
 
On the holidays my family went for a walk. Me and my 
brother got our bikes and my mum and dad were walking 
behind us. We went to Presidents Park and then we went 
to the big field. My mum sat down on the grass.  
Meanwhile me, my dad and my big brother were getting 
warmed up to play cricket. My dad hit the ball and there 
was a big dog that came running but I was too fast! Then 
we got very tired and went to sit on the chairs for a 
minute to rest. Then we got our bikes and went off back 
home. 
Ajooni, 2AJ 

Andre, 2AJ 

Giraffes 
 
Giraffes are tall animals. They have long necks, spindly legs and 
spotted coats. They are a tan, white or yellow colour with 
brown spotted square shapes. Giraffes live throughout Africa. 
They like savannahs and semi-arid open woodlands that have 
bushes and trees that are perfect for giraffes. Giraffes’ 
favourite food is acacia leaves. Giraffes spend most of the day 
eating. They can eat 34kg of food per day! 
 
Rahul, 2MD  

 

My Favourite Book 
 
When I was little I loved the book “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar.” This book is about a little caterpillar. My favourite 
character is the caterpillar because caterpillars turn into 
butterflies. My favourite part of the story is at the end when 
the little caterpillar isn’t little anymore. It is very big. The 
caterpillar builds a cocoon and stays in there for weeks and 
weeks. After weeks the caterpillar turns into a butterfly!  
 
Sanjena, 2MD 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Kentley 2RH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Response 
 
Three things I learnt 

1. I learnt that in sport it is always important to have fun. 

2. 400,000 Australians play soccer every year. 

3. Football used to be called soccer. 

Two things I liked 
1. It had an index. 

2. It had a contents page. 

One question I have. 
1. How many words are in the whole entire book? 

Christian, 2RH 

 

Diorama Report 
 
Australian animal – Kangaroo 
 
Describe the habitat – grasslands, open forests 
 
What materials did you use? Plants, glue, cotton, sticks, rocks, 
paper 
 
Why is it a suitable habitat? Lots of grass, shade and a cool 
temperature. 
 
Interesting facts about your animal – A kangaroo can go for 
months without drinking water. 
Baylee, 2RH 
 
 
 
 

Yash, 2AJ Kai, 2AM Kendal, 2MD 

Akira, 2TC Arian, 2RH 



 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 2 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 

Visual Arts 
The Year 2 students made their Visual Arts teachers very proud during Term 3 remote and flexible learning 
with the quantity and the quality of the artworks that they uploaded to Google Classroom.  It was pleasing to 
see the effort and care our artists used to create their masterpieces.  The children developed their artistic skills 
to create monsters, rainbow landscapes, foxes and even a picture of themselves wearing a facemask.  In 
Visual Arts this term, the Year 2 students will be exploring different ‘Australian Animals’ as a theme.  To 
address the Art elements outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, students will experiment with different materials, 
techniques and processes to make artworks in a range of art forms.  They will create a mixed media koala 
inspired by local artist Pete Cromer and then draw a quirky pair of curious emus.  In the final weeks of the 
term, students will celebrate their successes this year with some fun Christmas themed artworks. 
 

To uphold safe hygiene practices in the Art Room, students will not be able to use the shared art smocks until 
further notice.  All families are asked to ensure that their child/children have a named smock that they can 
keep in their bag or individual classroom tub/bag space.  We will not be keeping the students’ art smocks in a 
collective class tub.  If your child believes their smock may have been left in the Art Room, they are encouraged 
to find it in their next lesson, take it home and wash it before returning it to school.  Please do not feel the need 
to purchase a brand new smock, an old oversized shirt would also be appropriate.   Thank you in advance 
from Mrs Chambers & Mrs Faranda. 
 

Performing Arts 
Mr Packham and Mrs Antoniou would like to say a big thank you for all of the effort that went into the Term 3 
tasks.  Wonderful videos showing the incredible puppetry and percussion skills of the Year 2 students were 
received.  The written story boards for the Year 2 Comic Strip were a highlight and will be further developed in 
Term 4. 
 

A very busy Term 4 will begin with the students completing work started during the remote and flexible learning 
period.  Having selected a joke and completed a plan, students will convert their joke into a comic strip by 
taking expressive photos of each other and manipulate these photos using the Comic Life computer program.  
The Name Rap they have composed will be recorded on GarageBand and an accompanying video clip will 
then be produced on the Video Star application.  This will involve elements of dance, mime, role play and use 
of special effects and varied filming techniques.  We then aim to have the students create a soundtrack to a 
movie clip, once again using GarageBand.  This complies with the Victorian Curriculum for the Arts that 
states students use technical and expressive skills to present dance, music, drama and media artworks that 
communicate ideas and stories to an audience. 
 

Physical Education (P.E.)  
Mr Hodges and Mrs Montebruno would like to congratulate the Year 2 students and families for their hard work 
and commitment during remote and flexible learning in Term 3.  It was wonderful to view students’ videos, 
photos and comments as they shared the many ways that they kept active while learning from home.  During 
Term 4 students can look forward to lots of fun and excitement in Physical Education lessons.  In accordance 
with the Victorian Curriculum, students will have opportunities to select, transfer and apply different skills and 
movements during co-operative games that focus on teamwork, communication, sharing, listening and getting 
along.  They will spend time learning the skills required to play basketball by participating in a range of activities 
and drills designed to develop dribbling and passing techniques.  A number of weeks will also be dedicated to 
preparing for our Junior Athletics Day.  More details about this event will be available in our school newsletter 
in the coming weeks.  
 

Digital Technologies 
Remote and flexible learning throughout Term 3 saw many students achieve some 
wonderful skills under very different circumstances.  Students explored how to create 
pictographs using pictures and labels, then tested their Coding skills with maze making 
and navigating around a map.  They also became more familiar with the keyboard of a tablet or computer when 
practising typing skills. 
 

The Digital Technologies teachers are very excited to be bringing learning back to the school setting and have 
prepared a curriculum that will endeavour to refine students’ skills on both laptop and desktop computers.  
Year 2 students will begin Term 4 by completing their ‘Emotions Slideshows’ from Term 2.   They have 
already taken their photographs and composed their music using the GarageBand program.  Next they will 
focus on combining all of these together using the iMovie program.  Some students have also used the Green 
Screen technique to add different backgrounds to their photos.   The students will use the Ken Burns cropping 
technique, slide transitions, the addition of headings and time formatting features of the iMovie program.  When 
complete, the students will have created a 40 second short film using still images and sound.  Students will 
further explore the Zoombinis strategy game by applying their problem-solving skills to solve a variety of 
puzzles.  To end the year, students will engage in a 2-week Robotics program featuring Spheros.  The Sphero 
robot can roll at a speed up to 7km per hour in any direction, spin, flip and change colour.  Using a range of 
applications, students can accurately direct the movement of the Sphero using codes.  This will give students 
the opportunity to consolidate some understandings about Robotics.  

 


