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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, October 23   AFL Grand Final Eve, (public holiday)  
Monday, November 2   Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 3    Melbourne Cup Day, (public holiday)  
Friday, December 18   Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to Term 4! 
 
Term 4 will be an exciting and busy term as we return to onsite face-to-face teaching.  We are incredibly excited 
to see our students return. 
 
The Year 1 teachers would like to say thank you to students, parents and carers for all of your hard work and 
support during remote learning.  It has been pleasing to see the consistent participation and effort displayed 
by students.  We have been amazed at the quality of work being posted by our students in all areas of learning.  
Their involvement in our daily Google Meets, small group reading instruction and completing learning tasks 
wouldn't have been as successful without the support of our wonderful families.  
 
Our specialist teachers also recognised our students’ fantastic efforts.  The Year 1 cohort was awarded 'Grade 
of the Week' on two occasions last term! 
 
We are extremely proud of the progress that students have made in their learning during these challenging 
times and are eager to continue ensuring that they grow and develop over the coming weeks.  During Term 4, 
our main priorities will be Wellbeing and Equity, Learning & Excellence and Transitions. 
 
Thank you again for all of your support! 
 
SUNSMART 
Term 4 is a ‘SunSmart’ term.  This means that your child needs to have a broad brimmed or legionnaires hat 

at school to wear outside at recess and lunch times, as well as during outdoor Physical 
Education lessons.  The hat should be labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure 
that your child has a suitable hat for when we return to onsite learning. 
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.  These are optional and should also be 
labelled with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.  
 
LITERACY 
This term the children will continue to participate in a range of purposeful and meaningful Reading, Writing and 
Speaking & Listening activities to further develop their literacy skills. 
 
Reading 
Our reading program includes fostering a love of books and reading.  During reading sessions, the children 
will continue to listen to and read a variety of fiction and non-fiction books and focus on understanding what 
they have read.  Students will be encouraged to locate information in books, ask questions, summarise, retell 
the main ideas in sequence and understand simple labelled diagrams.  All children participate in Independent 
Reading on a daily basis for up to 20 minutes.  This involves children choosing and reading ‘Just Right’ books 
(i.e. books that match their level of ability) from the classroom library to practise their reading skills and 
strategies. 
 
Writing 
Children write at school every day and this term our students will be focusing on writing Minibeast reports.  
Students will be developing their skills in researching, recording facts and creating a report based on a 
particular Minibeast.  They will also be learning how to write fiction stories and how to include interesting words 
in their writing. 
 
 



HOME READING 
Although the end of the year can be a very busy time for families, it is still important for children to continue to 
read their take home books each night and to return them each morning.  This term children are required to 
continue reading their take home books every day.  It is important that you listen to your child read each 
night and sign their reading diary ready to return to school.  Your child can also continue to use the Reading 
Eggs or Matific computer programs at home.  The websites, usernames and passwords are listed inside the 
front cover of each child’s reading diary. 
 
MATHEMATICS 
This term the children will participate in a variety of ‘hands on’ and practical activities to further develop their 
counting and number skills.  The areas that will be covered throughout the term include place value, addition, 
subtraction, division, fractions, skip counting, data collection, graphing, money, multiplication, and revision of 
topics taught this year. 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
 
Schoolyard Safari - This theme looks at Minibeasts such as butterflies, bees, spiders, beetles and snails. 
Throughout this unit of work students will participate in learning activities that will help them to understand and 
answer these essential questions: 

 What are Minibeasts?   

 What do Minibeasts do for our garden? 

 How do Minibeasts help our world? 

 Why are Minibeasts important? 
 
We will research and investigate several different Minibeasts. We will focus on what they look like, where 
they live, life cycles, movement and why they are so important to our environment.   
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SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 1 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
The Year 1 students made their Visual Arts teachers very proud during Term 3 remote and flexible learning 
with the quantity and the quality of the artworks that they uploaded to Google Classroom.  It was pleasing to 
see the effort and care our artists used to create their masterpieces.  The children developed their artistic skills 
to create monsters, rainbow landscapes, foxes and even a picture of themselves wearing a facemask.  During 
Term 4 in Visual Arts, the Year 1 students' theme will be ‘Food’ and the focus on creating Art that appears 
edible.  The children will experiment with a range of materials as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum for 
Visual Arts, including using clay, paper, paint and glue to create their artworks.  They will draw ideas from their 
real life experiences to construct Papier Mache 3D ice creams, before moving onto towering mixed media 
hamburgers and then sculpting a donut from clay.  In the final weeks of the term, students will celebrate their 
successes this year with some fun Christmas themed artworks.  
 
To uphold safe hygiene practices in the Art Room, students will not be able to use the shared art smocks until 
further notice.  All families are asked to ensure that their child/children have a named smock that they can 
keep in their bag or individual classroom tub/bag space.  We will not be keeping the students’ art smocks in a 
collective class tub.  If your child believes their smock may have been left in the Art Room, they are encouraged 
to find it in their next lesson, take it home and wash it before returning it to school.  Please do not feel the need 
to purchase a brand new smock, an old oversized shirt would also be appropriate.  Thank you in advance from 
Mrs Chambers & Mrs Faranda. 



Performing Arts 
Mr Packham and Mrs Antoniou would like to say a big thank you for the effort that went into the Term 3 tasks.  
We received such wonderful videos showing the incredible puppetry and musical composition skills of the Year 
1 students.  
 
The major focus of Performing Arts in Term 4 will be preparing students for the Year 1 Christmas Performance, 
which will be done slightly differently this year due to COVID safety planning in the form of a filmed production.  
The Victorian Curriculum for the Arts stipulates that students should rehearse and perform songs they have 
learnt and create roles and characters that communicate ideas to an audience.  Students will learn songs and 
help create dance movements to suit the words and music.  They will have the opportunity to audition for a 
range of acting, singing and speaking roles in the concert.   Weekly lessons will continue to include the Music 
Room Interactive computer program to further develop musical knowledge and ability. 
 
Physical Education (P.E.)  
Mr Hodges and Mrs Montebruno would like to congratulate our Year 1 students and families for all their hard 
work during remote and flexible learning.  Each week we were proudly viewing videos, seeing photos and 
reading comments of students practising skills and keeping active while learning from home.  This term 
students will be engaging in a number of fun and exciting Physical Education activities.  They will participate 
in a range of modified athletics activities including hurdles, long jump, relays and sprints.  On our Junior Novelty 
Sports Day, students can look forward to competing in egg and spoon races, ring toss challenges and sack 
races.  Please refer to our school newsletter in the coming weeks for more details about the event.  The latter 
part of the term will give students opportunities to broaden the range and complexity of fundamental movement 
skills, as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum, when they participate in gymnastics, lawn bowls and frisbee 
games as well as lots of co-operative team games. 
 
Digital Technologies 
Remote and flexible learning throughout Term 3 saw many students achieve some 
wonderful things under very different circumstances.  Students explored how to create 
pictographs using pictures and labels, then tested their Coding skills with maze making 
and navigating around a map.  They also became more familiar with the keyboard of a 
tablet or computer when practising typing skills. 
 
The Digital Technologies teachers are very excited to be bringing learning back on site and have prepared a 
curriculum that will endeavour to refine students’ skills on both laptop and desktop computers. Digital 
Technologies lessons will focus on the Year 1 Integrated Curriculum topic of ‘Minibeasts’.   Students will be 
encouraged to apply knowledge and skills already acquired when using the Kid Pix program to create a short 
animation that includes backgrounds, stickers, sounds and moving minibeasts (insects).  The Comic Life 3 
program will also be utilised to create a poster that focuses on identifying feelings through the use of 
photographs, backgrounds, headings and speech bubbles.  Building on their prior experience from last year, 
students will engage in a 2-week Robotics program featuring Cubettos.  Cubettos are small robots that are 
part of a Coding kit that will provide students with a hands-on introduction to computer programming.  
 
 
 
 


