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IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday, October 23  AFL Grand Final Eve, (public holiday)  
Monday, November 2  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 3   Melbourne Cup Day, (public holiday)  
Friday, December 18  Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to Term 4, the last term for the year.  
 
THANK YOU 
We would like to acknowledge the incredible effort that has been put in during remote and flexible learning.  We 
appreciate all of the work that you have done and the support that you have provided your children.  Remote and 
flexible learning was not easy for anyone and we could not have continued the work we do without you.  
 
LITERACY 
This term, we will revise the names of the letters of the alphabet and the common sounds that they make in words.  
It is very important that the children can recognise and name all letters of the alphabet as well as the sounds that 
they make.  High frequency words will continue to be introduced each week.  Like the letters, these are crucial for 
your child to learn in order to assist with his/her reading and writing progress.   
 
READING 

A key focus this term will be for children to retell what they have read in books in oral and written form, including as 
much detail as possible from the story.  Children will continue to learn and practise a range of different strategies to 
assist with reading unfamiliar words in texts.  
 
WRITING 
Children will continue to focus on applying their knowledge of the sounds made by letters when writing unfamiliar 
words and spelling high frequency words correctly.  The children will also be encouraged to leave spaces between 
words, form letters correctly as well as using capital letters and full stops appropriately.    
 
HOME READING 
Although the end of year can be a very busy time for families, it is still important for children to continue reading their 
take home books each night and to return them each day.  Please encourage your child to continue revising the 
alphabet letters/sounds and the high frequency words every night.  Your child will be bringing home books that are 
easy to read, so that he/she can practise the skills that they have learnt at school.  These books are not the same 
level as the books that your child is reading at school.  Children should be reading for fluency, pleasure and to gain 
meaning.   
 
MATHEMATICS 
This term the children will continue to extend their number and counting knowledge.  They will practise solving basic 
addition and subtraction problems and continue to further develop an understanding of ‘counting on’ and ‘counting 
back’ to assist them with solving number problems visually and mentally.  There will be a strong focus on recognising, 
writing and representing numbers up to 20.  Other key areas which will be explored in greater depth this term include 
recognising and naming common 2D and 3D shapes and creating and copying patterns.  

INTEGRATED STUDIES 

In Term 4, students will be studying the themes ‘Living and Non-Living Things’ and ‘Christmas’. 
‘Living and Non-Living Things’:  Throughout the unit, students will be investigating the characteristics of living and 
non-living things.  Our unit of study will involve comparing and classifying living and non-living things, identifying the 
basic conditions living things need for their survival and growth and how to care for animals and plants.  To engage 
children’s interest in this topic and provide them with further experience, we will be participating in a number of online 
sessions offered by Zoos Victoria.  In the last two weeks of the term, students will participate in a range of reading, 
writing and mathematics activities with the theme of ‘Christmas’.  If you do not wish for your child to engage in these 
activities, please let their classroom teacher know as soon as possible so that alternative activities can be arranged.  
 
SUNSMART 
Term 4 is a ‘SunSmart’ term.  This means that your child needs to have a broad brimmed or legionnaires hat at 

school to wear outside at recess and lunch times, as well as during outdoor Physical 
Education lessons.  The hat should be labelled with your child’s name.  Please ensure that 
your child has a suitable hat for when we return to onsite learning. 
 

Students may also bring their own sunscreen and/or sunglasses.  These are optional and should also be labelled 
with your child’s name.  It is your child’s responsibility to look after these items.  
 

CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, TENILLE CISTERNAS, 
SIMON KING, MITCHELL MILLER & JORDAN ZUKAN (TEAM LEADER) 

PREP TEACHERS 



 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Prep students will be learning about this term in our specialist areas. 
 
Visual Arts 

We are so very proud of and amazed by the quality and amount of wonderful artwork that was uploaded during 
Remote and Flexible Learning in Term 3.  It was pleasing to see the effort and care our artists used to create their 
masterpieces.  The students developed their artistic skills to create monsters, rainbow landscapes, ice creams and 
even a picture of themselves wearing a facemask.  During Term 4, the students will explore a ‘Fairytale’ theme.  
They will listen to stories and then create an artwork based on characters or objects from the story.  These artworks 
will include a crown, a frog, and a castle.  The Victorian Curriculum stipulates that students make artwork using 
different materials and techniques that express their ideas, observations and imagination.  The students will practise 
painting, drawing and collage techniques for all Fairytales activities and then will end the year with some Christmas 
themed artworks to celebrate all their great efforts. 
 
To uphold safe hygiene practices in the Art Room, students will not be able to use the shared art smocks until further 
notice.  All families are asked to ensure their child/children have a named smock that they can keep in their bag or 
individual classroom tub/bag space.  We will not be keeping the students’ art smocks in a collective class tub.  If 
your child believes their smock may have been left in the Art Room, they are encouraged to find it in their next 
lesson, take it home and wash it before returning it to school.  Please do not feel the need to purchase a brand new 
smock, an old oversized shirt would also be appropriate.  Thank you in advance from Mrs Chambers & Mrs Faranda. 
 
Performing Arts 
Mr Packham and Mrs Antoniou would like to say a big thank you for all of the effort that went into the Term 3 tasks. 
They received such wonderful videos showing the incredible puppetry and musical composition skills of our Prep 
students.  
 
The major focus of Performing Arts in Term 4 will be preparing students for the Prep Christmas Performance which 
will be done slightly differently this year in the form of a filmed production.  The Victorian Curriculum for the Arts 
stipulates that students should rehearse and perform songs to an audience and present drama that communicates 
ideas and stories.  Students will learn several songs and help create dance movements to suit the words and music.  
They will be given the opportunity to audition for the speaking roles in the concert.   Weekly lessons will continue to 
include the Music Room Interactive computer program and iPad programs such as Singing Fingers.   Students will 
also view a TV pantomime of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ to learn more about the dynamics, pitch and tempo of music. 
 
Physical Education (P.E.)  
Mr Hodges and Mrs Montebruno would like to congratulate our Prep students and parents for all of their hard work 
and commitment during remote and flexible learning in Term 3.  It was fantastic to read comments and watch videos 
of students practising skills and keeping active while learning from home.  During Term 4 we will ensure our Prep 
students will have lots of fun participating in energetic, co-operative games.  In a range of different settings, including 
indoor and outdoor, as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum, we will focus on developing the skills of throwing, 
catching and rolling.  Students will take part in a range of modified athletic activities including hurdles, long jump, 
relays and sprints.  Later in the term we will be having our Junior Novelty Sports Day where students will participate 
in a number of exciting rotations such as egg and spoon races, ring toss challenges and sack races.  Please refer 
to the school newsletter for more details in the coming weeks. 
 
Digital Technologies  
Remote and flexible learning throughout Term 3 saw many students achieve some wonderful 
things under very different circumstances.  Students explored how to create pictographs using 
pictures and labels and then tested their Coding skills with maze making and navigating around 
a map.  They also became more familiar with the keyboard of a tablet or computer when practising typing skills.  
 
The Digital Technologies teachers are very excited to be bringing learning back to the school setting and have 
prepared a curriculum that will endeavour to refine students’ skills on both laptop and desktop computers.  The 
Comic Life 3 program will be introduced to students to create an ‘All About Me’ poster using features that extend 
those already used in the Kid Pix program:  coloured backgrounds, headings, manipulated photos, speech bubbles 
and edited writing.  A move towards independent logging into the school’s network will be encouraged as the 
students become more confident locating programs, saving documents and logging out of a computer.  They will 
continue to utilise new Kid Pix program tools to gather survey data about living and non-living things and to represent 
it in the format of pictures, diagrams and graphs as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.  At the end of the term, 
students will engage in a 2-week introduction to Robotics featuring Cubettos.   Cubettos are small robots that are 
part of a Coding kit that will provide students with a hands-on introduction to computer programming.  
 


