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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
Monday, November 4               Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 5          Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 
Wednesday, November 6  School Captain applications open 
Friday, November 22  School Captain applications close, 3 p.m. 
Friday, December 13  Christmas Carols, 5.15 p.m. 
Monday, December 16  Year 5 iPad recall 
Friday, December 20  Last day Term 4 (12.30 p.m. finish) 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome back to Term 4.  We hope that you have had an enjoyable and restful break.  
We have another exciting term planned for the Year 5 students and look forward to their 
participation in many positive and exciting learning experiences. 
 
LITERACY 
In Reading, students will continue to build their skills in selecting just right books to read 
confidently and independently with accuracy.  Lessons will focus on specific reading 
strategies such as summarising, clarifying and visualising.  In addition to this, students will 
be encouraged to make connections between characters, make predictions and articulate 
their thinking by comparing and analysing various texts.  This term the Year 5 students will 
be participating in another whole class novel study.  5IS and 5DM will be reading Dragon 
Dawn by Carol Wilkinson.  5MD and 5NK will be reading The Garden of Empress Cassia 
by Gabrielle Wang.    
 
In Writing lessons students will revise the structure and features of narrative writing and 
have the opportunity to write a fantasy adventure story.  Students will also research 
significant Australians and write a biography about someone’s life.  Students will learn 
different ways to plan pieces of writing, as well as the importance of proofreading and 
editing their own work.  Students will be encouraged and expected to record ideas in their 
Writer’s Notebook and further develop their editing skills.  In addition, students will 
participate in spelling investigations where they will learn about different spelling patterns 
and rules. 
 
NUMERACY 
In Term 4 students will be exposed to many different mathematical concepts.  As they 
progress through the term they will build upon their knowledge of many key areas that 
have been introduced previously.  Below are some of the topics that students will be 
learning about: 

 Area 

 Volume 

 Equivalent Number Sentences 

 Financial Matters 

 Addition & Subtraction 

 Division & Multiplication 
 
 



INTEGRATED STUDIES 
The Year 5 Integrated studies topic for Term 4 is ‘Light Shows’.  Students will participate 
in weekly lessons to explore the properties of light and how it enables us to see.  They will 
discover how light travels and how light sources can create a variation of shadows.  
Students will create a science journal throughout this unit of work to record their 
observations. 
 
CATCHING ON EARLY  
Catching On Early is an evidence-based program based on the latest research into 
sexuality education and child personal development.  The program has been developed by 
the Victorian Department of Education & Training and the Department of Health and is 
currently being delivered to students throughout our region.  A note was sent home with 
your child last term to explain the program in more detail. 
 
The program provides a basic introduction to aspects of sexuality education as a lead-in to 
the Year 6 & 7 curriculum.  It aims to educate and prepare students about the physical, 
social and emotional changes they will experience during puberty.  Mr. Byworth and or 
Mrs. Henwood will deliver this program together with your child’s classroom teacher. 
 
IPADS 
The Year 5 students have thoroughly enjoyed using their iPads as an engaging learning 
tool this year and they have been used for a wide range of activities.  We have been very 
pleased with the overall responsibility students have demonstrated in respecting and 
caring for their iPads.   Expectations of how to use the iPads appropriately and cyber 
safety have been a continual focus throughout the year.   We encourage you to continue 
this discussion at home and monitor your child’s internet use very carefully, particularly in 
the area of social media.  
 
YEAR 6 CAMP, 2020 
The details of the Year 6 camp for 2020 are currently being finalised and will be advised in 
a separate communication.  The focus of the camp is to allow the children to have fun in a 
unique environment whilst developing leadership qualities, self-confidence and co-
operative problem solving skills.  Only children with very good behaviour and positive 
attitudes are invited to attend. 
 
2020 SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
Applications for 2020 School Captains will open on Wednesday, November 6.  It is a 
great honour to be School Captain or Vice School Captain at Iramoo as it is recognition by 
the school of a child demonstrating outstanding qualities and a positive attitude.  Children 
are to complete their own hand written or typed application and personally hand it to 
Ms Findlay by 3 p.m. on Friday, November 22.  More information about the role and 
what should be included in the application will be given to students later this term. 
 
2020 YEAR 6 WINDCHEATERS, POLO SHIRTS & BOMBER JACKETS 
Order forms for Year 6 windcheaters, polo shirts and bomber jackets will be sent home 
next week.  The cost for the windcheater and polo shirt will be $40 each.  The price of 
these two items has remained the same for the past few years.  This year we are offering 
bomber jackets to our children in Year 6 next year and the price will be approximately $50.  
It is expected that all Year 6 students will have at least one of these items to be worn for 
sport, excursions, school photos, etc.  A non-refundable deposit of 50% of the cost of 
the total order is required by Friday, November 22, 2019.  Payment in full must be 
received by Friday, February 7, 2020. 



1:1 IPAD RECALL 
In line with the Iramoo iPad Program guidelines, we will be collecting all Year 5 students’ 
iPads at the end of Term 4 this year.  We will be checking hardware and conducting 
software updates.  Collection will begin on Monday, December 16, 2019.  We will not be 
collecting the chargers.  Students who have paid the full co-payment amount will have 
their iPads reissued to take home over the school Christmas holidays.  The rest will be 
stored at school and reissued in 2020.  Further information about the process will be sent 
out at a later date. 
 
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
It is important for children’s academic development that they attend school every day.  
Children who are frequently absent miss important learning time.  If your child is absent 
from school, please update COMPASS or provide a signed note to your child’s teacher to 
explain their absence.  To maximise children’s learning opportunities and limit classroom 
disruptions it is also vital that they arrive at school on time. School commences at 8:50 
a.m.  Children who are late must obtain a late pass from the office before entering their 
classroom.  Please aim to have your child at school by 8:45 a.m. each day. 
 
 

MICHELLE DORAIS (TEAM LEADER), MARK DOWNIE, 
IAN STOKES & NICOLE KIDD 

YEAR 5 TEACHERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 5 students will be learning this term in our 
specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
Year 5 students will explore the quirky elements of ‘Surrealism’ in Term 4 Visual Arts 
lessons.  Inspired by Shaun Tan’s award winning book, ‘Rules of Summer’, the students 
will begin with a sculpture of an eye that reflects the amazing imagery in this picture story 
book.  They will then create a scene that includes randomly picked features like setting, 
mood and objects.  As the end of the year approaches, students will create festive art 
pieces, including a beautiful Christmas tree ornament.  The skill focus will be on, painting 
and construction, planning and presentation.  



Performing Arts 
The Year 5 students will begin the term completing a unit of work on Rap Music 
composition.  Having written and recorded their Rap last term, they will make a video clip 
that reflects the specific music and lyrics of this music style.  Using music skills previously 
learnt, students will select an instrument (guitar, bass, drums, ukulele, keyboard or vocals) 
and learn to play the rhythm patterns, chords and/or the melody to a popular song.  They 
will form groups and perform the song as a band.  This is in accordance with the Victorian 
Curriculum for Music that states that students develop and practise technical skills, 
performing with accuracy and expression for audiences as well as understand the purpose 
of the music they perform. 
 
Physical Education (P.E.)  
This term, Year 5 students will be working towards applying rules fairly and behaving 
ethically when participating in different physical activities as well as learning to 
communicate and problem-solve in teams or groups as stipulated in the Victorian 
Curriculum.  They will test their running endurance by completing the Beep Test and try to 
improve their score from the beginning of the year.  Students will design and create their 
own game and they will teach it to the rest of the grade.  They will then have the 
opportunity to give and receive feedback from their peers about their game.  To finish the 
term, students will participate in a variety of co-operative games where the focus will be on 
using teamwork and strategies to solve problems. 
 
Digital Technologies 
Year 5 students will begin the term by creating an interactive map of 
Australia as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum to encourage students to 
develop digital solutions as simple visual programs.  Edited Kid Pix 
program images will be animated in a Keynote program slide as a result of the students 
following a sequence of steps to effectively solve a visual problem.  They will also utilise 
and extend their coding and animation skills using a new Scratch program called Scratch 
Desktop.  They will design, modify and follow sequences of steps in order to create simple 
games such as a clicker game, a chase game and then one of their own choice.  The 
students will be expected to include sprites (images), costumes (modified images), 
backdrops (backgrounds), sounds and movements (steps) combined with new codes such 
as variables and the X- and Y-axis positions. 
 
Year 5 Spanish: 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 4! This term the students will be learning the names of 
body parts in Spanish through a song called ‘Mi Cuerpo’(My Body) and use the vocabulary 
to play games such as ‘Simon Says’. The key focus will be to know 6 body parts in 
Spanish. Another key topic will be how to give and follow simple directions in Español.  
The students will have lots of fun incorporating key positional words such as dentro de 
(inside) and encima de (on top of) into a variety of activities and games, including an 
online Spanish variation of ‘Where’s Wally?’  This will encourage students to use Spanish 
to interact in different situations as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum.  ¡Hasta luego 

amigos!  Señora Arenas 😊  

 
 
**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be 

respectful of their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child 

without permission from the child’s parent/guardian. 


