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IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday, November 4  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 5   Melbourne Cup Day, (public holiday)  
Friday, December 13  Christmas Carols, 5.15 p.m. 
Friday, December 20  Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
After a very busy and productive year, Term 4 is finally here!  Year 4 children are only one term away from being in 
Year 5, so it is essential that students are punctual and attend school each day to ensure that they do not miss any 
valuable learning opportunities. Students who arrive late to school are reminded to report to the office in order to 
obtain a late pass.  This time of the year is also extremely important to prepare students for the following year and 
we expect our Year 4 students to become increasingly independent.   
 
CAMP – VICTORIAN BLUE LIGHT YOUTH CAMP, MALDON 
Our Year 4 camps to Maldon at the end of Term 3 were very successful.  Children returned from Maldon very tired 
but brought home with them new experiences, skills and achievements.  The children showed excellent attitudes 
and behaviour throughout the various activities and challenges of the camp.  The Year 4 teachers would like to 
say a very big thank you to our volunteer helpers Mrs Veronica Manukau, Mr David Bishop-Worn, Mrs Jenny 
Simpson, Mr Matthew Rasmussen, Mrs Natalie Black and Ms Jasmine Allen for their fantastic support whilst we 
were at camp.   
 
LITERACY 
During Term 4, our Reading focus will be on reading comprehension techniques and strategies that are used to 
support comprehension:  Cause & Effect, Questioning, Comparing & Contrasting and Inferencing.  Students 
will also be working in groups and individually to enable them to become more independent readers.  Most 
children in Year 4 are now able to read fluently and the next step for them is to further develop their 
comprehension skills. 
 
This term, our main Writing focus will be explanation texts, looking at the way things are and how they work.  We 
will be focusing on writing relevant information in a logical sequence, the links between cause and effect, choosing 
precise vocabulary and using a variety of sentences. 
 
NUMERACY 
During Term 4, students will continue to be provided with a challenging program to build on the skills and 
knowledge they have learnt throughout the year.  
Year 4 children will be studying the following Mathematics topics: 

 Place value. 

 Fractions and decimals. 

 Word problems and equations involving the four operations (+ - x ÷). 

 The order in which to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in equations. 

 Measurement including time, perimeter, area and angles. 

 Investigating the chance and probability of events occurring. 
 
Year 4 teachers have been pleased to see the computer programs Matific and Reading Eggspress being utilised 
at home by some students.  These are great tools for students to use to consolidate their understandings of key 
concepts in mathematics and to further develop their reading skills.  All Year 4 students can access Matific and the 
Reading Eggspress website from any computer or iPad connected to the internet using their own individual 
username and password. 
Matific can be found at www.matific.com  
ABC Reading Eggspress can be found at www.readingeggs.com.au 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
Students will begin Term 4 by focusing on a series of Drug Education lessons and activities.  They will learn what 
a drug/medicine is and that drugs/medicines can be helpful or harmful. 
Our last integrated topic for the year is ‘Plants in Action’, with a focus on Indigenous plants.  Children will begin 
the unit by investigating the plant life cycle and processes such as seed dispersal.  These lessons will be part of 
the Year 4 Science program. 
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 

For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of Christmas activities.   It is an exciting time 
of the year and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students.   If there is any cultural, religious or other 
reason why your child should not participate in Christmas activities, please notify your child’s teacher before the 
beginning of December.  
 
 
 

http://www.matific.com/
http://www.readingeggs.com.au/


1:1 IPADS 
The Year 4 iPads have been an extremely engaging learning tool this year and have been used in a wide range of 
activities.  We have been very pleased with the overall responsibility students have demonstrated in respecting 
and caring for their iPads.  Expectations of how to use the iPads appropriately and cyber safety have been a 
continual focus throughout the year.  We encourage you to continue this discussion at home and monitor your 
child’s internet use very carefully, particularly in the area of social media.   
When your child takes his/her iPad home, please ensure that they have it fully charged so that it is ready 
to use and return it to school the following day.   
 
In line with the Iramoo iPad Program guidelines, we will be collecting all Year 4 students’ iPads at the end of Term 
4 this year.   We will be checking hardware and conducting software updates.  Collection will begin on Monday, 
December 16, 2019.   We will not be collecting the chargers.  Students who have paid the full co-payment amount 
will have their iPads reissued to take home over the school Christmas holidays.  The rest will be stored at school 
and reissued in 2020.  Further information about the process will be sent out at a later date. 

 
NELLIE DRISCOLL, CYNTHIA GIUFFRIDA, ANDREW LISHMAN  

LIESEL MCGREGOR (TEAM 4 LEADER)  
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 4 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
Year 4 students will be exploring ‘Plants in Action’ in Visual Arts lessons. They will begin by making some 
colourful mixed media bouquets that will test their creativity and originality.  Students will then move onto a free 
standing venus fly trap sculpture.  Their last flora themed artwork will be a dramatic oil pastel still life.  At the end of 
the term, students will have the opportunity to create Christmas themed artworks, including an environmental 
wreath.  The skill focus will be on construction, painting and design.  
 
Performing Arts 
Last term the Year 4 students devised and rehearsed a scary movie script depicting events around an abandoned 
school.  This term they will film this story before editing the footage in their Digital Technologies lessons.  The 
students will then be given the opportunity to play the rhythm patterns, chords and the melody to chosen songs on 
various instruments such as keyboard, guitar, and drums as well as providing vocals.  Students will perform what 
they have learnt as part of an ensemble.  This learning supports the Victorian Curriculum Music statement that 
stipulates that students accurately and expressively perform songs and instrumental music as well as identify 
features of the music they have learnt.  
 
Physical Education (P.E.) 
During Term 4, students will explore the features of activities and learn about the benefits of regular physical 
activity as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum. They will test their running endurance by completing the Beep 
Test.  The focus will be on trying to improve their score from the beginning of the year. They will have the 
opportunity to explore a number of different fitness activities aimed at improving strength and endurance.  The 
skills required to play volleyball will be a focus for a number of weeks as the students learn more about how to play 
the game.  To conclude the term, students will participate in a variety of co-operative games to better enhance 
their ability to work in teams and strategise to solve problems.  
 
Digital Technologies 
The main focus for Year 4 students this term will be producing an individual ‘Haunted School 
Movie’.  This will be their final film editing project for 2019 that combines the students’ learning 
experiences in the Performing Arts and Digital Technologies programs.  The students will be 
encouraged to create a suspense filled scary movie by fine tuning their iMovie program skills, and then 
incorporating audio elements such as sound effects and music from the Garage Band program.  An exciting new 
inclusion will be the construction of an animated movie introduction appropriate to this style of film using features 
of the Keynote program.  Utilising this new program will enable the students to follow a sequence of steps and 
decisions in order to successfully solve a problem as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum. 
 
Science 
In Science lessons, Year 4 students will learn about the topic of ‘Plants in Action’.  The main focus will be on the 
two processes of pollination and germination of plants.  The students will observe and discuss the features of a 
range of exotic and indigenous plants and they will get the chance to grow their own bean seed.  Over time the 
students will measure and observe the growth stages and changes that occur.  They will make predictions about 
what environmental conditions seeds need to germinate and plants need to grow as well as looking at different 
methods of seed dispersal.  The Victorian Science Curriculum specifies that students must be able to group living 
things on the basis of observable features.  Students will get the opportunity to dissect a flower and label the 
specific parts and participate in a variety of investigations.  The students will walk down to our local park at Harpley 
during the term to study the wetlands and indigenous plants that grow there.  Year 4 will also look at how people in 
Australia use plants for bush tucker and other uses such as medicines. 
 
 

**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be respectful of 

their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child without permission from the 

child’s parent/guardian. 


