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IMPORTANT DATES 
Friday, October 18  Narana excursion 
Monday, November 4 Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 5 Melbourne Cup Day (public holiday) 
Wednesday, November 6 Junior Athletics (Year 2 & 3) 11.10 a.m. – 12.40 p.m. 
Friday, December 13  Carols on the Green, 5.15 p.m. 
Friday, December 20 Last day of term, 12.30 p.m. finish 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome back to school for the last term of the year.  We hope that you had an enjoyable and 
relaxing holiday break.  Term 4 will be an exciting and busy term and we look forward to your 
continued support in the education of your child.  
 
CURRICULUM 
In Reading this term we will be focussing on non-fiction texts and looking at the different text 
structures and features.  This will include labels, diagrams, sub-headings, captions etc.  The 
children will focus on asking questions based on the books they read and searching for 
answers within the text.  Students will learn how to summarise and continue to build on their 
comprehension skills (gaining an understanding of what they have read), as well as continued 
work on decoding strategies (how they can read unknown words).   
 

Children will also continue the work they have been doing during Independent Reading in the 
first semester to assist with building reading ‘stamina’.  During this daily program, children are 
reading books that are appropriate to their reading ability for longer periods of time.  Children 
are being supported to select their own books of interest from our classroom libraries to foster 
a love of reading.   
 
Writing: 
Students will continue working on their handwriting in formal handwriting lessons each week.  
We will focus on the size and shape of letters as well as controlling movements in order to 
write legibly.  Our spelling program will be extended this term as we will be focusing on 
dictionary skills, homophones, contractions and revising some of the topics from throughout 
the year. 
 
Our daily writing program will be incorporated into our reading program where children will 
begin to write their own factual texts in the form of descriptive reports.   Students will proof 
read, revise and edit their writing for simple errors before having the chance to publish their 
work and participate in publishing parties to celebrate their achievements.  
 
Speaking & Listening: 
The children will be encouraged to talk about and describe their personal experiences in detail.    
They will learn to listen and take turns during class discussions, oral presentations and group 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



You can continue to support the literacy skills your child learns in class at home by: 

 Listening to your child read each night and spending time reading to your child. 

 Asking your child questions about what he/she has read to develop comprehension. 

 Encouraging your child to summarise what he/she has read. 

 Practising correct letter formation in handwriting. 

 Encouraging your child to write about a variety of topics. 

 Playing snap, using the high frequency words from your child’s take home reading 
diary. 

 Allowing your child to use the ABC Reading Eggs computer program at home, using 
the website: www.readingeggs.com.au  
 

Numeracy: 
During Term 4, students will continue to build on their mathematical knowledge and skills 
through open-ended and practical learning experiences.  Children will particularly focus on 
place value (reading and ordering numbers), counting, multiplication, division and simple 
money calculations.  They will continue to be given the opportunity to use calculators to check 
their work to provide them with immediate feedback about the accuracy of their calculations.  
There will be a focus on reading analogue clocks, as well as naming two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional shapes and exploring their features, similarities and differences.  Students 
will continue to participate in weekly problem solving tasks and regular measurement (e.g. 
length, mass/weight, capacity) investigations where maths is connected to real life situations.  
 
You can continue to support the numeracy skills your child learns in class at home by: 

 Counting by 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s as far as your child can go. 

 Practising basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division problems. 

 Identifying numbers as even or odd. 

 Recognising simple two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes in your home e.g. 
rectangular windows and doors, circular clock faces, cubes, spheres. 

 Ensuring that your child knows all of the months and seasons of the year in correct 
order. 

 Using analogue clocks and watches to tell the time to the hour, half hour, quarter past 
and quarter to.  

 Practising writing number words and numerals to 1000. 

 Providing opportunities for your child to complete Matific tasks at home, which can be 
found at www.matific.com   

 
Integrated Studies: 
Our main topic for Term 4 is ‘Walking with the Wathaurong’.  The children will be given 
opportunities to explore, recognise and appreciate the history of our local area by examining 
the past and considering why it is important.  They will investigate life as it is now, in and 
around the local community.  The original custodians of the land on which our school is built 
are the Wathaurong Aboriginal people.  Students will develop an understanding of Aboriginal 
people and the links that they still have to local areas.  They will make comparisons between 
the Aboriginal way of life in the past and the current features of the local community.  This will 
involve identifying what has changed and what has stayed the same. 
 
‘Walking with the Wathaurong’ involves your child’s participation in many enjoyable and 
interactive educational learning experiences.  This includes an excursion to Narana 
Creations Aboriginal Cultural Education Centre in Geelong on Friday, October 18.  
Students will participate in a variety of activities including looking at Aboriginal 
artefacts, exploring language groups and Dreamtime stories, boomerang throwing 
and a bush walk.  They must be in full and correct school uniform on the day of the excursion, 
including a SunSmart hat. 
 
 
 

http://www.readingeggs.com.au/
http://www.matific.com/


HOMEWORK 
Homework will continue to be sent home each Monday, to be completed and returned to 
school on Thursday.  We will have discussed and explained the homework content in class 
with the children before it is sent home.  We design revision activities and it is important that 
you encourage your child to undertake them each week so that the skills they have learned in 
class are reinforced.  Your child should attempt to complete their homework independently 
with minimal support as it enables them to develop responsibility for their own learning.  
 
HOME READING 
We ask you to ensure that your child’s take home book is read every day under your 
supervision and that their reading diary is signed and returned to school every day.  
Encourage and celebrate all of your child’s efforts and ask them questions about each book 
after reading to ensure that they understand what they have read.  There are also high 
frequency words included in the reading diary that can be used for additional reading and 
spelling practise. 
 
SCIENCE TECHNOLOGIES, ENTINEERING, ARTS & MATHS (STEAM) DANCE 
This term the Year 2 students have been invited to participate in the STEAM Dance program 
run by the Australian Ballet Company.  The program encompasses intercultural understanding, 
critical and creative thinking, Literacy, Numeracy and problem solving skills.  We were 
honoured to be selected as one of ten schools to participate in this free program.  Our 
students will participate in one 50 minute session each Tuesday for 4 weeks.  Over the course 
of the program the students will learn practical dance and choreographic skills based around 
our Term 4 indigenous studies unit.  They will then get to showcase all of their hard work by 
celebrating in a mini performance for other Iramoo students.  In turn they will get to watch a 
duet performance of ‘Plain Jane’ performed by the Australian Ballet Company dancers.   
 
JUNIOR ATHLETICS 

Our school Junior Athletics will be held on Wednesday, November 6.   This will be 
organised by Year 6 students for children in Years 2 and 3 
beginning at 11.10am – 12.40pm.  During this day, students will 
participate in events such as hurdles, long jump, sprints and relay. 

 

All activities will take place on our school oval.   Family and friends are welcome to attend to 
support and encourage the students.  Please ensure that you wear a broad brimmed hat so 
that you display positive SunSmart behaviours.  Further information about the day will be sent 
out closer to the date. 
 

 **Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be respectful 

of their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child without permission 

from the child’s parent/guardian. 

 

CLASSROOM HELPERS 
Many thanks to the families who have helped the teachers and children in the Year 2 area this 
year.  We have enjoyed having you in our classrooms and appreciate your ongoing 
assistance.  Your time and effort is greatly valued and appreciated and we hope you will 
attend a special ‘thank you’ morning tea next Tuesday.  
 
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES 
For the last two weeks of term, students will be involved in a variety of Christmas activities.  It 
is an exciting time of the year and we are looking forward to celebrating with our students.  If 
you do not want your child to participate in Christmas activities for any cultural, religious or 
other reason, please notify your child’s teacher before the beginning of December. 
 

MS TAMIKA CAMERON, MRS ERICA CLARK, MRS AMY JAMES (TEAM LEADER),  
MR ALISTER MURNANE & MRS JORDAN ZUKAN 

YEAR 2 TEACHERS 



SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 2 students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
In Visual Arts this term, the Year 2 students will be exploring a range of different Australian 
Animals.  To address the Art elements outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, Year 2 students will 
experiment with different materials, techniques and processes to make artworks in a range of art 
forms.  The students will focus on enhancing their drawing, painting, sculpting and construction 
skills.  They will create a mixed media koala, a clay echidna and a moving kangaroo.  The students 
will end the term by celebrating the festive season with Christmas themed artworks. 
 
Performing Arts 
This term the Year 2 students will develop their ability to read musical notation and play various 
rhythm patterns in time with the beat.  This knowledge will support them to play various melodies 
as well as to create original compositions on tuned instruments such as the glockenspiel, 
xylophone and marimba.  This learning follows the Victorian Curriculum for Music directive that 
students at this level should sing and play instruments to improvise, compose and practice a 
repertoire of chants, songs and rhymes.  Students will also be exposed to music from different 
times, genres, places and purposes.  They will be given the opportunity to use their voice and body 
dramatically to portray characters and emotions in different situations. 
 
Physical Education (P.E.)  
Year 2 students will begin the term by participating in a range of modified athletic activities in 
preparation for their Junior Athletics Day on Wednesday, November 6.  Families are encouraged 
to attend this exciting day and will be provided with more details of the times in the school 
newsletter closer to the date.  Students will spend a number of weeks learning the skills required 
for basketball by participating in a range of activities and drills designed to develop dribbling and 
passing techniques.  In accordance with the Victorian Curriculum, the term will end with students 
given an opportunity to select, transfer and apply different skills and movements that they have 
learnt throughout the year during cooperative games that focus on teamwork, communication, 
sharing, listening and getting along. 
 
Digital Technologies 
In Digital Technologies lessons this term, Year 2 students will use the Comic Life 
program to develop a joke from photographs taken in Performing Arts. Comic Life 
provides skill development in the use of the instant alpha tool, speech bubbles, 
typing, font changes, headings, photograph editing and background styles.  Students will also be 
exploring how to use the Kid Pix map tool as another way to organise information in line with the 
Victorian Curriculum.  On a map of Australia, they will mark in and label the states and territories 
after filling in the colours of the land and water.  The Kid Pix program will also allow students to use 
the animation tools to create a short moving scene with sound effects and characters based on the 
Wathaurong people.  The students will play the Zoombinis strategy-based game that focuses on 
understanding and following patterns to successfully guide all Zoombini characters across an 
island. 
 
 

 
 


