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IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday, October 22  Minibeast Wildlife incursion 
Monday, November 4  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 5   Melbourne Cup Day, (Public Holiday) 

Wednesday, November 6  Junior Novelty Sports  
Friday, December 13  Carols on the Green, 5.15 – 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 17  Year 1 Christmas Concert, 1.45 p.m. 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
We hope that your family had a restful and enjoyable break.  Term 4 will be an exciting 
and busy term and once again, we look forward to all of the learning that will occur.  It has 
been pleasing to see the children start this term with a positive and enthusiastic attitude.   
 
LITERACY 
This term the children will continue to participate in a range of purposeful and meaningful 
Reading, Writing and Speaking & Listening activities to further develop their literacy skills. 
 
Reading 
Our reading program includes fostering a love of books and reading.  During reading 
sessions, the children will continue to listen to and read a variety of fiction and non-fiction 
books and focus on understanding what they have read.  Students will be encouraged to 
locate information in books, ask questions, summarise, retell the main ideas in sequence 
and understand simple labelled diagrams.  All children participate in Independent Reading 
on a daily basis for up to 20 minutes.  This involves children choosing and reading ‘Just 
Right’ books (i.e. books that match their level of ability) from the classroom library to 
practise their reading skills and strategies. 
 
Writing 
Children write at school every day and this term our students will be focusing on writing 
Minibeast reports.  Students will be developing their skills in researching, recording facts 
and creating a report based on a particular Minibeast.  They will also be learning how to 
write fiction stories and how to include interesting words in their writing. 
 
MATHEMATICS 
This term the children will participate in a variety of ‘hands on’ and practical activities to 
further develop their counting and number skills.  The areas that will be covered 
throughout the term include place value, addition, subtraction, division, fractions, skip 
counting, location, data collection, graphing, money, multiplication, and revision of topics 
taught this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTEGRATED STUDIES 
Schoolyard Safari - This theme looks at Minibeasts such as butterflies, bees, spiders, 
beetles and snails.  We will be setting up a butterfly enclosure in the Year 1 area and 
discussing facts about the fascinating world of Minibeasts.  We will research and 
investigate what they look like, where they live, life cycles, movement and why they are so 
important to our environment.  We encourage children to bring any books or pictures about 
Minibeasts that they may have to share with the class. 
 
MINIBEAST WILDLIFE INCURSION 
To complement our Schoolyard Safari topic, our Year 1 children will be having a 
minibeast experience at our school with the experts from Minibeast Wildlife on Tuesday, 
October 22.  The sessions offer students an amazing experience with live native wildlife.  
The sessions are very hands on and the children will be able to get up close and personal 
with all of the animals, as well as touch many of them.  The animals include some of 
Australia’s most spectacular minibeasts.  Huge stick insects, giant burrowing cockroaches, 
rainforest snails, giant praying mantis, tarantulas, scorpions, huge centipedes, massive 
millipedes, beetles, rainforest crickets and more!  The cost for this incursion is $5 and a 
note was sent out on the first day of Term 4 with payment options.  Please return final 
payment and the permission form to school by 3 p.m. Monday, October 21.  
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
On the afternoon of Tuesday, December 17, our Year 1 children will perform in a 
Christmas Concert.  This is an excellent opportunity for the children at our school to 
display their talents.  Please put this very important date in your diary.  We encourage 
family and friends to come along and be part of the fun and enjoyable afternoon.  Students 
will attend weekly rehearsals as part of their Performing Arts lessons.  Students will also 
be given the opportunity to audition for small speaking roles and their Performing Arts 
teacher will choose the most suitable candidates.  Although all students will participate and 
be involved, these students will have lines that they will be required to memorise.  This will 
be done at school as well as at home.  We would greatly appreciate your support in 
assisting your child to practise and rehearse their lines.  If for any reason you do not wish 
for your child to participate in Christmas activities, please inform your child’s teacher as 
soon as possible. 
 
JUNIOR NOVELTY SPORTS  
Our school Junior Novelty Sports will be held on Wednesday, November 
6.   The sports will be organised by the Year 6 students for children in Years 
Prep & 1.  The Junior Novelty Sports are aimed at promoting active play as 
well as being an introduction to competitive sports. 
The sports will take place on our school oval.   Family and friends are welcome to attend to 
support and encourage the students.  Please ensure that you wear a broad brimmed hat 
so that you display positive SunSmart behaviours.  Further information about the day will 
be sent out closer to the date. 
 

**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be 

respectful of their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child 

without permission from the child’s parent/guardian. 

 
 
 
 
 



HOMEWORK 
This term children are required to continue reading their take home books every day.  
It is important that you listen to your child read each night and sign their reading diary 
ready to return to school.  No additional homework will be sent home but we do encourage 
students to keep practising their reading, writing and mathematical skills. Your child can 
also continue to use the Reading Eggs or Matific computer programs at home.  The 
websites, usernames and passwords are listed in the front of each child’s reading diary. 
 

MS ANIKA O’CALLAGHAN, MS DEANNE ELLIOTT, MS JESSICA HUTCHISON,  
MS ASHLEY PATTERSON (TEAM LEADER) & MS SHARNI TROMP  

YEAR 1 TEACHERS 
 
 
 

 
 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 1 students will be learning this term in our 
specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
This term in Visual Arts, our Year 1 students will be exploring the theme of ‘Insects’.  They 
will create several fun artworks, including mixed media ladybugs and a colourful jar of 
insects.  To address the Art elements outlined in the Victorian Curriculum, Year 1 students 
will develop their painting, design and construction skills.  They will also create styrofoam 
ants and construct an adorable bumblebee.  At the end of the term, students will create 
Christmas themed artworks, including a festive bauble for a Christmas tree.  There will be 
a focus on skills such as cutting, pasting, painting and construction. 
 
Performing Arts 
The major focus of Performing Arts in Term 4 will be preparing students for our Year 1 
Christmas Concert which will be held in the Iramoo School gymnasium on Tuesday, 
December 17. The Victorian Curriculum for the Arts stipulates that students should 
rehearse and perform songs they have learnt and create roles and characters that 
communicate ideas to an audience.  Students will learn several songs and help create 
dance movements to suit the words and music.  They will have the opportunity to audition 
for a range of acting, singing and speaking roles in the concert.  Weekly lessons will 
continue to include the Music Room Interactive computer program as well the use of iPad 
programs such as Music4Kids to gain musical knowledge and ability. 
 
Physical Education (P.E.)  
Year 1 students with begin Term 4 by participating in a range of modified athletic activities 
including hurdles, long jump, modified high jump, relay and sprints. Families are 
encouraged to attend our Junior Novelty Sports Day on Wednesday, November 6 when 
students will participate in a number of activities such as egg and spoon, three-legged and 
sack races. Please refer to our school newsletter for more details of the times closer to the 
date.  The latter part of the term will give students opportunities to broaden the range and 
complexity of fundamental movement skills, as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum, when 
they participate in alternative sports such as lawn bowls and rock climbing as well as  
co-operative team games. 
 
 



Digital Technologies 
In Digital Technologies lessons this term, Year 1 students will continue to 
develop their graphing skills using the Kid Pix program.  They will use the 
writing tool to create labels and headings.  They will change the size, colour and font of the 
writing.  Stamps and stickers will be used to represent the different minibeasts (insects) 
that students are investigating.  Data will be represented in both Venn diagrams and 
column graphs in line with the Victorian Curriculum.  The Kid Pix program will also allow 
students to use the animation tools to create a short moving scene with sound effects and 
characters.  The Lego Digital Design program will also be used to explore how to create 
minibeasts with digital Lego pieces.  A variety of interactive internet websites will be 
introduced for students to further examine different minibeasts. 
 
Spanish Club 
¡Hola padres!  The Year 1 Spanish Club will continue to be held at Iramoo on 
Wednesdays during the lunch break.  In Term 4 we will focus on learning números 
(numbers) and colores (colours) and also frequently revise the basic Spanish greetings 
(saludos) learnt last term.  Towards the end of the year we will also explore some Spanish 
Christmas traditions and compare these to any traditions that may be celebrated in our 
own homes.  It was great fun working with the Year 1 Spanish Club members in Term 3 
and I look forward to their continued enthusiasm for learning some basic Spanish 
language skills in Term 4.  ¡Adiós amigos!   SEÑORA AQUILINA 
 
 
 
 

 


