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IMPORTANT DATES 
Monday, November 4  Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday, November 5   Melbourne Cup Day, (Public Holiday) 
Wednesday, November 6  Junior Novelty Sports Day 
Thursday, November 21  Prep Werribee Zoo excursion 
Wednesday, December 18  Prep Christmas Concert, 1.45 p.m. 
Friday, December 20   Last day of term (12.30 p.m. finish) 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to Term 4, the last term for the year (we cannot believe it either!).  We hope that you had 
a restful and safe holiday break and are ready for another busy and exciting term ahead.  We are 
extremely proud of the amazing progress that the children have made since they commenced 
school back in February and are eager to continue ensuring that they grow and develop over the 
coming weeks.  Amongst many other special events which will be occurring, Term 4 marks the 
beginning of our preparation for the newly enrolled 2020 Preps.  Our comprehensive Prep 
Transition Program plays an invaluable role in assisting children make a smooth and positive start 
to their first year of school.    
 
LITERACY 
In Literacy this term, we will revise the names of the letters of the alphabet and the common 
sounds they make in words.  It is very important that the children can recognise and name all of 
the letters of the alphabet as well as the sounds they make.  Further high frequency words will 
continue to be introduced every week.  Like the letters, these are crucial for your child to learn to 
assist with his/her reading and writing progress.  Another key focus during this term will be asking 
children to retell what they have read in books in oral and written form, including as much detail as 
possible from the story. 
 
During Reading sessions, children will continue to learn and practise a range of different strategies 
to assist with working out unfamiliar words in texts.  Some of these important strategies include:  
 

 looking at the pictures for clues 

 reading on and coming back to the tricky word 

 rereading all of the words from the start of the sentence 

 using prior knowledge about the topic of the book (e.g. when reading a 
book about a farm you could expect to see words such as: animals, 
farmer, cow, sheep, pig, barn, etc.)   

 finding smaller words inside larger words (e.g. and in the word sand) 

 trying again if a word that has been read aloud does not look right or sound right 

 reading for meaning: What word would make sense there?  
 

In addition, the children will work on extending their knowledge of punctuation and reading stories 
fluently and expressively. 
 
To assist your child with reading at home you can: 

 read the library book borrowed by your child each week with him / her 

 encourage reading in the home and make it a positive and enjoyable experience 

 take a few minutes to talk about the book before reading.  Ask questions such as “What do 
you think will happen in this story?”  “Why do you think that?” 

 encourage your child to retell the main events in a story after it has been read.  Prompt your 
child to retell the events in the correct order and to add as much detail as possible (e.g. use 
of character names). 

 



During classroom Writing sessions the children will continue to focus on applying their knowledge 
of the sounds made by letters when writing unfamiliar words and on spelling high frequency words 
correctly.  This term the children will also be encouraged to leave spaces between words, form 
letters correctly and use capital letters and full stops appropriately.    
 
To assist your child with writing at home you can: 

 encourage your child to write often.  Have him/her write reminders on a 
calendar (e.g. library day, specialist classes), make shopping lists, birthday 
cards, etc 

 talk about experiences before writing so that your child has a chance to 
organise his/her thoughts and include more details  

 encourage your child to practise writing the high frequency words and forming letters 
correctly 

 help him/her make connections with what he/she already knows when spelling unknown 
words. If he/she knows how to write not then they can also write hot, dot, pot etc.  

 
HOME READING 
Although the end of year can be a very busy time for families, it is still important for children to 
continue to read their take home books each night and to return them each morning.  Please 
encourage your child to continue to revise the alphabet letters/sounds and the high frequency 
words every night.  Your child will be bringing home books that are easy to read, so that he/she 
can put into practise the skills we have been working on at school.  These books are not the same 
level as the books that your child is reading at school.  At school the children are reading more 
challenging texts with support from the teacher.  They are guided through more lengthy texts and 
shown how to use various strategies to assist in working out unfamiliar words.  At home, children 
should be reading for fluency, pleasure and to gain meaning.   
 
NUMERACY 
In Mathematics this term the children will continue to extend their number and counting 
knowledge.  They will practise solving basic addition and subtraction problems and develop an 
understanding of ‘counting on’ and ‘counting back’ to assist them when working out number 
problems visually and mentally.  There will also be a strong focus on recognising, writing and 
representing numbers up to 20, particularly the teen numbers.  Other key areas which will be 
explored in greater depth this term include recognising and naming common 2D and 3D shapes.  
 
To assist your child with mathematics at home you can: 

 encourage your child to recognise and write numbers to 20 and count various collections of 
items up to 20 

 ask your child to practise counting forwards and backwards by 1 from different starting 
points between 1 and 100 e.g. start counting forwards from 26 

 provide your child with simple addition and subtraction problems to solve using everyday 
items found around the house.  Encourage your child to use the appropriate language for 
each kind of problem.  E.g. 5 toys and 2 more toys makes 7 toys altogether (addition 
problem) e.g. 6 apples take away 2 apples leaves 4 apples (subtraction problem) 

 practise saying the days of the week and months of the year in order with your child.  Every 
day ask your child to name what day it is today, what day it was yesterday and what day it 
will be tomorrow 

 use the terms morning, afternoon and night/evening to describe when daily activities will 
occur 

 draw or make paper clocks and ask your child to name the various o’clock and half past 
times shown on them 

 play ‘I Spy’ games using language associated with shapes e.g. I spy with my little eye 
something that is round or I spy with my little eye something that is a circle shape 

 challenge your child to find different shapes around the home, in the community or within 
pictures 

 
 
 
 



THEMES 

In Term 4 students will be studying the themes ‘Living and Non-Living Things’ and ‘Christmas’. 

 ‘Living and Non-Living Things’: Throughout the unit students will be investigating the 
characteristics of living and non-living things.  Our unit of study will involve comparing and 
classifying living and non-living things, identifying the basic conditions living things need for 
their survival and growth and caring for animals and plants.  To engage children’s interest 
in this topic and provide them with first-hand experience in caring for animals we will be 
going on an excursion to the Werribee Open Range Zoo on Thursday, November 21.     

 
JUNIOR NOVELTY SPORTS  
Our school Junior Novelty Sports will be held on Wednesday, November 6.   The day will be 
organised by our Year 6 students for children in Prep and Year 1.  The Junior Novelty 
Sports are aimed at promoting active play as well as being an introduction to competitive 
sports. 
  

The sports will take place on our school oval.   Family and friends are welcome to attend to support 
and encourage the students.  Please ensure that you wear a broad brimmed hat so 
that you display positive SunSmart behaviours.  Further information about the day 
will be sent out closer to the date. 
 

**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be respectful of 

their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child without permission from the 

child’s parent/guardian. 

 
PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM 
We are excited to announce that our 2020 Prep transition program will be commencing on Friday, 
October 18.  This comprehensive and invaluable program is run each year in Term 4 to help 
provide our new Prep children with the best possible start to their first year of school.  The 
Kindergarten children who will be in Prep at Iramoo in 2020 will be visiting us each Friday 
afternoon from 1.45 p.m. to 2.45 p.m. until December 6, 2019.  During these transition sessions 
our current Prep children will participate in special activities with other members of our teaching 
staff and some will stay in the classrooms to meet, welcome and play with the Kindergarten 
children.  Please note that our 2019 Prep children will continue to be dismissed from the Prep 
rooms as usual at 3.00 p.m. each Friday. 
 
PREP CHRISTMAS ‘CONCERT’ 
Our Prep children will be performing Christmas songs for their parents and other family 
members at the end of the year.  Their concert will be held in our school gymnasium at 1.45 
p.m. on Wednesday, December 18.  More information will be sent home about this event 
closer to the date.  
 

CHRISTOPHER ARNOLD, TENILLE CISTERNAS, 
LAURA MEEHAN (TEAM LEADER), MITCHELL MILLER & AN NGUYEN 

PREP TEACHERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Prep students will be learning this term in our specialist areas: 
 
Visual Arts 
This term in Visual Arts, Prep students will be exploring the theme of ‘Living and Non Living 
Things’.  The Victorian Curriculum stipulates that students make artwork using different materials 
and techniques that express their ideas, observations and imagination. The students will be 
immersed in collage, painting and drawing techniques.  They will be creating a range of different 
animals that live in the sea and on land including a moving jellyfish and a collaged paper fox. 
Students will finish the term with festive themed activities that celebrate Christmas using lots of 
paint and colour.  
 
Performing Arts 
The major focus of Performing Arts in Term 4 will be preparing students for our Prep Christmas 
Concert which will be held on Wednesday, December 18.  The Victorian Curriculum for the Arts 
stipulates that students should rehearse and perform songs to an audience and present drama that 
communicates ideas and stories.  Students will learn several songs and help create dance 
movements to suit the words and music.  They will be given the opportunity to audition for the 
speaking roles in the concert.  Weekly lessons will continue to include the Music Room Interactive 
computer program and iPad programs such as Singing Fingers.  Students will also view a TV 
pantomime of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ to learn more about the dynamics, pitch and tempo of 
music. 
 
Physical Education (P.E.)  
Term 4 kicks off in a fun and energetic way for Prep students as they participate in a range of 
modified athletic activities including hurdles, long jump, modified high jump, relay and sprints. 
Families are encouraged to attend our Junior Novelty Sports Day on Wednesday, November 6 
when students will participate in a number of activities such as egg and spoon, three-legged and 
sack races.  Please refer to our school newsletter for more details of the times closer to the date. 
Later in the term, students will practise the skills of throwing, catching and rolling through 
cooperative games in a range of different settings, including indoor and outdoor as stipulated in the 
Victorian Curriculum. 
 
Digital Technologies 
This term in Digital Technologies lessons, Prep students will use a range of computer 
programs to represent information learnt when exploring the Integrated topic of 
‘Living and Non Living Things’.  The Kid Pix program will be used to focus on 
representing data collections as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum.  How to use writing tools will 
be emphasised as the Prep students’ written vocabulary increases.  Students will explore how to 
type and how to change the size, shape and colour of text (writing).  They will use the Comic Life 
program to design and create a poster with photographs taken on the Prep zoo excursion.  The 
various style tools of this program allow students to change backgrounds, edit photos, add 
headings and speech bubbles.  It will provide a platform for students to display their computer skills 
while referring to the relevant information they are learning about. 
 
 

**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be 

respectful of their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child 

without permission from the child’s parent/guardian. 
 
 


