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Welcome back to Term 2.   We hope that everyone had an enjoyable break.  The Year 6 teachers 
would like to congratulate the students on the fantastic start they have made to their final year of 
primary education.  The majority of our students have set a wonderful example to the younger 
children through demonstrating our school values of Respect, Responsibility and Relationships.  
We expect that the children will continue to be positive role models and challenge themselves 
academically throughout this term. 
 
LITERACY 
In Writing, students will be exploring, planning and composing information reports, persuasive 
writing pieces and formal letters.  There will be a strong focus on the structures and features of 
non-fiction reports, articles and books including the use of an index, glossary, subheadings and 
diagrams.  They will have opportunities to research contemporary issues and write reports that 
convey accurate information, form ideas and persuade audiences by using appropriate and 
technical vocabulary.  They will also develop and consolidate a handwriting style that is legible, 
fluent and that supports sustained writing.  
 
In Reading, students will learn and practise how to paraphrase and summarise non-fiction 
information.  This allows students to gain meaning and remember what they have read.  They will 
also learn about and take on different roles in a literature circle group.  The roles include the 
director, predictor, clarifier, connector, literary observer, question master and summariser.  
Literature circles encourage thoughtful discussion regarding a shared reading and allows students 
to practise and develop the skills and strategies of good readers.  They will also continue working 
in small groups and individually with the teacher to develop their thinking and to continue collecting 
evidence about the books they have read. 
 
NUMERACY 
Students have had a strong focus on consolidating and extending their number skills during Term 1 
and this will continue throughout Term 2.  There will be an emphasis on understanding the 
connection and converting between fractions, decimals and percentages.  Students will spend time 
collecting, interpreting and representing data in a variety of different ways.  They will also have 
opportunities to practise skills such as noticing shapes within the environment, giving directions, 
locating destinations on a map and applying their problem solving strategies to attempt real life 
numeracy based tasks.  This will benefit students in developing their knowledge and vocabulary of 
these areas. 
 
INTEGRATED STUDIES 
The Integrated Studies theme this term is ‘Australian History’.  Students have Integrated Studies 
each Monday and Wednesday.  Reading, writing and mathematical concepts and activities will be 
based around Australian History. 
Our key focus questions include: 
Why and how did Australia become a nation? 
How did Australian society change throughout the twentieth century? 
Who were the people who migrated to Australia? Why did they come? 
What contributions have significant individuals and groups made to the development of Australian 
society? 
 
 



HOMEWORK 
Students will continue to receive homework each Monday, which is to be completed and returned 
to school every Thursday.  It will consist of weekly spelling words, a literacy based activity and a 
numeracy based activity.  
You can help your child with their homework by: 

- ensuring that your child takes responsibility for completing and returning their homework to 
school by the due date 

- encouraging a regular routine in relation to where and when they do their homework 
- discussing the requirements and content of their homework before they begin. 

 
READING AT HOME 
It is extremely important that your child reads at home each evening to assist in developing their 
literacy skills.  Another option for nightly reading could be to utilise the Reading Eggspress website 
http://readingeggspress.com.au where they can complete a reading comprehension lesson.  Each 
lesson should take approximately 20 minutes.  Children are required to have their student diary 
signed by an adult after reading and returned to school each day.  To provide evidence of their 
nightly reading and to think about what they are reading, students are required to write a short 
response or comment into their diary.  Each student is required to read for 20 - 30 minutes each 
night.   
 
YEARS 4, 5 & 6 STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY - We want our students to tell us 
what they think  
The Student Attitudes to School survey is an annual Department of Education and Training student 
survey.  The survey assists schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and 
experiences of school.  Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to 
improve your child's schooling experience.  This year the Student Attitudes to School survey will be 
conducted at our school from Monday, April 29 to Friday, June 7, 2019.  The survey only takes 
20 - 30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time on their iPad.  
 
STUDENT ORGANISATION 
Students transitioning from Year 6 in 2019 to Year 7 in 2020 need to make sure they are 
developing their organisational skills.  Year 7 students need to be far more organised than what is 
expected of a Year 6 student.  This will continue to be a major focus of Term 2. 
Most of our students in Year 6 have made an excellent start to their homework, reading and diary 
organisation. Students record homework requirements, reminders and upcoming events in their 
diary to help them stay prepared and organised.  We hope that student diaries will continue to 
assist the students to organise their time and commitments. 
 
YEAR 6 TO YEAR 7 TRANSITION 
Parents/guardians have received detailed information regarding the process involved in placing 
children in a secondary college for Year 7 in 2020.  This included an Application for a Year 7 
Placement Form, a Frequently Asked Questions document, a list of our local government 
secondary colleges and information regarding important dates.  Please read the information 
carefully.  Your child’s application form is due back to Iramoo Primary School by Friday, May 10.   
We have brought this date forward due to our children being away at camp when the application 
forms are due back.  Please ensure that you: 

- complete all sections of the form 
- list more than one school preference if applying for government schools 
- attach any acceptance letters if applying for private/independent colleges. 

 
YEAR 6 CAMP 
Year 6 camp will be from Monday, May 13 until Friday, May 17.  We would like to thank all 
families for their hard work and organisation in helping prepare the students for camp. 
 
INTERSCHOOL & ALTERNATIVE SPORT PROGRAMS 
Year 6 Winter Interschool Sport commenced on Friday, May 3.   There will be 5 rounds of winter 
sport this term.   Sport will be held in the mornings as stated in our school SunSmart School policy. 
 

 

http://readingeggspress.com.au/


This year all Year 6 children will be participating in sporting activities to promote active and healthy 
living for at least an hour each Friday.   Children not included in an interschool sporting team will 
participate in an alternative sports program that may include activities such as cricket, netball, 
yoga, golf, orienteering and badminton. 
  
Permission notes have been sent home earlier this term.   The cost for students selected in an 
interschool sporting team will be $18.  This will cover the costs of transportation, venue and 
equipment hire for five rounds of winter sport.  The cost for students participating in the alternative 
sports program will be $5.  This will cover lessons and tutorials from outside instructors. 
 
SWIMMING PROGRAM  
Our 2019 School Swimming Program has been split into two programs, the Year 2 & 4 program 
was conducted in Term 2 and the Year 3, 5 & 6 program will be conducted in Term 3.  Both 
programs will be at AquaPulse in Hoppers Crossing.  More information will be sent home later in 
the term. 
 

KATELYN ARDLEY, ALISTAIR BURRELL (TEAM LEADER),  
CAITLIN CLANCY & LAUREN EWEN 

YEAR 6 TEACHERS 
 
 
 

SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 6 students will be learning about this term in our specialist 
areas. 
 
Digital Technologies  
Our Year 6 students will be engaged in a major collaborative group project 
integrating with the Performing Arts program.   This project gives students the 
opportunity to plan, create and communicate ideas, information and collaborative projects as 
outlined in the Victorian Curriculum in order to produce a news broadcast similar to a real-life 
television show.  They will apply knowledge of the many editing features of the iMovie program in 
order to compile the news segments previously filmed in small groups.  As an extension to their 
skills base, the students will create an animated show introduction using the Keynote slideshow 
presentation program.  This process will culminate in a review session for each class to view their 
whole class news broadcast. 
 
Physical Education (Phys. Ed) 
The Victorian Curriculum stipulates that Year 6 students will apply their understanding of 
movement strategies and concepts when creating movement sequences and participating in 
games and sport.  Building on athletics skills learnt in previous years, students will be practising 
sprints, relay, hurdles, long jump, triple jump, high jump, shot put and discus in preparation for the 
Iramoo House Athletics.  Each event will be broken down into simple steps and students will be 
given the opportunity to practise the skills required.  The major focus for the rest of the term will be 
learning the ‘game sense’ of striking and fielding sports such as Tee-ball, softball and cricket.  
During the lessons, students will be learning the strategies and skills that a good striker/batter and 
fielder use. Knowing where to hit the ball, judging a run, reading the play, anticipating where the 
ball is going and moving into position quickly will all be explored. 
 
Performing Arts   
Our Year 6 students will begin the term participating in Theatre Sports in teams performing 
improvisations based on specific criteria provided by an opposing team.  This will help to develop 
confidence, group cooperation, improvisation and performing skills in accordance with the Victorian 
Curriculum for Drama.  Musically, the students will select an instrument (guitar, bass guitar, drums, 
ukulele, keyboard or vocals) and learn to play the rhythm patterns, chords and/or the melody to a 
chosen song.  They will then form a musical group with their classmates and practise playing a 
popular song on their chosen instrument.  The aim is to perform the group song to an audience in 
compliance with the Victorian Curriculum for Music that states that students rehearse and perform 
songs, independently and collaboratively with their peers.  
 



Visual Arts 
In Term 2, our Year 6 students will participate in an exciting unit on street art that will involve them 
exploring the difference between graffiti and street art.  The students will paint a skateboard deck 
using some of the techniques preferred by street artists.  The task will run for most of the term and 
will require students to design a piece that they have carefully sketched and refined.  Students will 
need to complete colour scheme trials and detailed reflection before being allowed to paint their 
decks.  This process is one that is crucial to the design process followed in senior Art studies.  
Students will demonstrate the use of different techniques and processes in planning and making 
artworks, as stipulated by the Victorian Curriculum for Visual Arts.   The skill focus will be on 
painting, visual communication and design as well as planning and reflection 
 
Spanish 
¡Hola y bienvenidos al término 2!   This Term our Year 6 students will continue to build on their 
knowledge of the Spanish language by revisiting topics such as ‘Saludos’ (Greetings), ‘Numeros’ 
(Numbers), and ‘Los Colores’ (Colours).  Students will be encouraged to use their knowledge of 
the language to answer common question such as ‘How are you?’, ‘How old are you?’ and ‘What is 
your favourite colour?’ in Espanol.  Our Year 6 students will also begin their first Spanish project 
entitled ‘Espana’ where students will have the opportunity to research and learn about the different 
regions of Spain and its many beautiful landmarks.  This project will help students to gain an 
understanding of the diversity of the language and culture as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum. 

¡Hasta luego amigos!  Señora Arenas ☺ 

 
**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be respectful of 

their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child without permission from the 

child’s parent/guardian. 

 
 

Wellbeing in ResourceSmart Schools  
Our school has been asked by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) to 
participate in a survey into whether our school’s ResourceSmart activities have the additional 
benefit of promoting student wellbeing.  
 
The results of this study will be shared with Sustainability Victoria to inform the future of the 
ResourceSmart Schools program.  
 
Year 5 & 6 students will participate in a short 10 minute online survey.  The survey asks children 
about how doing environmentally sustainable activities makes them feel.  No personal information 
will be asked and the survey is completely anonymous.  If you do not want your child to 
participate, please let me know in writing by 3 p.m. on Friday 10 May. 
  
This research has been approved by the ACER Ethics Committee and the Department of 
Education and Training.  Should you require additional information regarding this research, please 
contact Dr Katherine Dix at katherine.dix@acer.org.  
 
For questions about the ResourceSmart Schools program contact: 
schools@sustainability.vic.gov.au.  
  
Regards 
Karyn Henwood  
Student Wellbeing Co-ordinator  
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