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IMPORTANT DATES 
Tuesday, May 14 to Thursday, May 23   NAPLAN Testing 
Monday, June 10    Queen’s Birthday (public holiday) 
Wednesday, June 12    First Aid In School Training 
Thursday, June 27    Parent Teacher Interviews (pupil free day) 
Friday, June 28     Last day of Term 2, 2:30 p.m. finish (Roll-A-Thon) 
Monday, July 15    First day, Term 3  

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
We hope that you had a restful and enjoyable holiday break. It has been fantastic to see the children settle back 
into the school routine so quickly and with such positive attitudes.  We are looking forward to a busy term of 
learning in Year 3 and have many great activities planned. 
 
The information in this newsletter explains what our students will be learning about and will be involved in this 
term.  Please take the time to read this as it contains important information about your child’s education. 
 
CURRICULUM 
Literacy 
Our main focus during Reading sessions this term will be understanding the books they read. Students will read a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction books and learn about how to use different thinking strategies while they read.  
This will help them to understand what they are reading.  Some examples of these strategies are visualising, 
inferring and summarising. Students will also learn effective strategies for answering questions about what they 
read, for example rereading and finding key words.  Students will continue to choose ‘just right’ books and will be 
expected to read independently every day.  
 
This term in Writing sessions students will revise persuasive and narrative texts (stories) in preparation for 
NAPLAN.  Students will continue to participate in weekly spelling investigations involving high frequency words 
and letter patterns.  They will also continue to use their Writer’s Notebooks to record their ideas for writing.  
Students will participate in a poetry unit at the end of Term 2 where they will read and learn about poetry features 
so that they can write some poems of their own. 
 
Numeracy 
During Term 2 we will continue learning about many Number & Algebra topics, such as place value, multiplication, 
division and fractions.  Students will continue to use the problem solving strategies they learnt in Term 1 and learn 
some new strategies as well.  In Geometry we will learn more about 3D shapes and their nets as well as the 
difference between prisms and pyramids.  Students will learn about different types of measurement including 
mass, temperature and time. We will learn about how to use legends and grids to draw maps and pathways.  
Students will also participate in some probability investigations and learn about the difference between chance and 
luck. 
 
Integrated Studies 
During Integrated Studies this term our students will be learning about the topic Being Aware, Being Safe.  This 
unit includes cyber safety, emergencies and water safety. Students will learn about how to behave safely online, 
how to stay safe in emergency situations, how to call for help in an emergency and how to behave safely in 
different aquatic (water) environments.  The main focus of this unit is for students to be able to identify potentially 
dangerous situations and understand how to respond appropriately.  
 
 
THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM LITERACY AND NUMERACY (NAPLAN) 
This year, official NAPLAN testing for Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 will take place between May 14 - 23.  Our students will be 
completing their testing online, except for the Year 3 Writing assessment, which will be completed on paper. 
The testing timeline is: 

 Tuesday May 14 – Writing 

 Thursday May 16 – Reading 

 Tuesday May 21 – Conventions of Language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 

 Thursday May 23 – Numeracy 

 

Please support your child during NAPLAN testing by ensuring that they: 

 attend school every day 

 arrive at school by 8:45 a.m. 

 have a good night’s sleep 

 have a nutritious breakfast    

 have their water bottle at school. 
 



If you would like to know more about NAPLAN online, you can find additional information at: 
http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online or you can contact our NAPLAN Co-ordinator Simon Little on 
 9741 2803. 
 
HOMEWORK 

We are very pleased that the majority of our Year 3 children have been completing their homework and returning it 
to school on time.  Please continue to remind your child that they need to bring their homework home on Monday, 
complete it and return it to school by Thursday.  The homework given to the children is always explained in class 
and is revision of what they have been learning about at school.  This homework is in addition to daily take home 
reading.  Please ensure that your child records their reading each night and return it with their book each day.  
Teachers appreciate your support and assistance with this. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 
We were very pleased to see Year 3 children wearing appropriate uniform throughout most of Term 1.  During 
Term 2, we have much cooler weather.  Children are allowed to wear warmer jackets, coats, scarves and beanies 
to and from school and outside in the playground.  Please remember that when inside children are to wear correct 
school uniform only. 
 
WET DAY GAMES 
When it is raining students will spend some time inside during recess and/or lunchtime.  We encourage children to 
bring their favourite board game or card game to school to use inside. Please make sure that your child’s game is 
clearly labelled with their name if they bring it to school.  There are to be no electronic games brought to school.   
 

KIRBY BEBEND, JASMINE BLAS, TAMARA KING 
CHERYL PANTELIDIS (TEAM LEADER) & DEBBIE SHARROCK 

YEAR 3 TEACHERS 
SPECIALIST CLASSES 
Below is a brief outline of what all Year 3 students will be learning about this term in our specialist areas. 
 
Digital Technologies 
Year 3 students will begin the term with an introduction to the Scratch 2 Coding program.  
They will learn how to create, edit and animate a Sprite (character) representing a toy of 
their own choice.  The toy will be brought to life following a sequence of steps and actions in 
accordance with the Victorian Curriculum that stipulates that students utilise problem solving skills to develop 
simple solutions as visual programs.  Towards the end of term, the students will begin working on the Green 
Screen Storyboard Movies they filmed in groups earlier in the year during Performing Arts lessons.  They will 
extend their film editing skills acquired in Year 2 when using the iMovie program, starting with producing 
informative title and credits slides matching the theme of their group’s chosen picture story book captured on film. 
 
Physical Education (Phys. Ed) 
The Victorian Curriculum states that Year 3 students will build on their previous learning in movement to develop 
greater proficiency across the range of fundamental movement skills in a range of settings, including indoor and 
outdoor.  The first half of the term will be devoted to athletics training in preparation for the Iramoo House Athletics.  
Students will learn the skills required for sprints, relay, hurdles, long jump, triple jump, high jump, shot put and 
discus.  Each event will be broken down into simple steps and students will be given the opportunity to practise the 
skills required.  Following athletics, students will be moving on to practise the striking skills required for Tee-ball 
and softball.  They will conclude the term learning and playing lawn bowls. 
 
Performing Arts 
In Term 2, the Year 3 students will continue to develop their record playing skills and reading musical notation.  
The students will be learning the musical composition for ‘Advance Australia Fair’ and will have the opportunity to 
audition to perform as part of our Iramoo Assembly Band.  If you think that your child shows potential in the 
Performing Arts field, please encourage them to see Mrs Antoniou or Mr Packham about auditioning for this band. 
Later in the term, the Year 3 students will create a rock video clip on an iPad using the Video Star app.  They will 
also be involved in script work and character development when adapting excerpts from a picture storybook into a 
dramatic videotaped performance in compliance with the Victorian Curriculum for Drama.    
 
Visual Arts 
Year 3 students will explore puppetry and mixed media construction this term in Visual Arts.   They will begin with 
an integrated unit on puppetry that will involve them making a calico hand puppet that they will later use in a 
performance developed in Performing Arts lessons.  The task will take several weeks as students will need to plan 
before they paint and glue items to their puppet.  They will consider which materials and techniques will be most 
appropriate, as stipulated in the Victorian Curriculum for Visual Arts.  Students will then move onto finger puppets.  
The skill focus will be on construction, drawing and painting.  
 
 

**Spectators are welcome to take photographs at our school events but must of course be respectful of 

their use on social or other media, not taking or posting a photo of any child without permission from the 

child’s parent/guardian. 
 
 

http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online

